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Judges 4.4-10, 14, 23 & 24 (NLT) ::  4 Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was judging Israel at that time. 5 She would sit under the Palm of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites would go to her for judgment. 6 One day she sent for Barak son of Abinoam, who lived in Kedesh in the land of Naphtali. She said to him, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: Call out 10,000 warriors from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun at Mount Tabor. 7 And I will call out Sisera, commander of Jabin’s army, along with his chariots and warriors, to the Kishon River. There I will give you victory over him.” 8 Barak told her, “I will go, but only if you go with me.” 9 “Very well,” she replied, “I will go with you. But you will receive no honor in this venture, for the Lord’s victory over Sisera will be at the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 At Kedesh, Barak called together the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali, and 10,000 warriors went up with him. Deborah also went with him. 14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get ready! This is the day the Lord will give you victory over Sisera, for the Lord is marching ahead of you.” So Barak led his 10,000 warriors down the slopes of Mount Tabor into battle. 23 So on that day Israel saw God defeat Jabin, the Canaanite king. 24 And from that time on Israel became stronger and stronger against King Jabin until they finally destroyed him.

 

 

 

 

 

God, pretty regularly, uses    unlikely    people to do    really       incredible    things.

 

 

TIP :: Take a    risk    by giving God    permission    to use you for big things.

 

 

 

God will    back        us    as we pursue the    life        purpose   he has given us.  

 

John 15.5 :: If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit. Apart from me, you can do nothing.  

 

 

TIP :: Pursue your dreams,    depending    on God for all you need in order to    accomplish        them   .

 

 

 

God will give us    success    as we    follow        after    and trust him.

 

TIP :: As you live each day, keep your    hope    that those God-dreams will one day be    fulfilled   .

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for further thought & discussion:

 Reread the story of Deborah in Judges 4.4-10, 14, 23 & 24.

o   What do you notice in this account and about Deborah?

 Do you ever feel inadequate to do big things in your life?

o   Why or why not?  What discourages you?

 What’s so incredible about God using an unlikely person like Deborah?

 Why is it important for us to get our life purpose from God and not just make something up our self?  (John 15 gives interesting insight on this as well).

 Do you feel that you know your life calling?

 As Deborah steps out and follows God’s call on her, what abilities do you notice she is empowered with to lead this task?

 Have you ever stepped out and felt God give you what you needed in order to accomplish what he called you to do?

 The story finishes with Deborah accomplishing her call by defeating her enemies. Why is it a good practice to keep our eyes on the future and continue to hope in our God-dreams being fulfilled?

 What do you feel God speaking to you through this encouraging story?

 What do you feel led to “do” as a response to this? 

