TITLE:   Three lessons that empower us as we explore our life purpose.
· Intro Thought

· Joan of Arc

· Regular Mom Story?

· Series:

· We all want to live with purpose and sense of calling.

· None of us wants to just work 9-5 job

· Let weeks pile on top of weeks

· Get to end of our lives and wonder what all about.

· Exploring past two week this idea of life purpose.

· What is the larger storyline of life?

· What is life all about, ultimately?

· What is my life purpose related to that?

· What am I on earth to accomplish?

· What unique talents and abilities to I have to contribute to the greater good?
Judges 4:4-10, 14, 23 & 24 (NLT)  
 4 Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was judging Israel at that time. 5 She would sit under the Palm of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites would go to her for judgment. 6 One day she sent for Barak son of Abinoam, who lived in Kedesh in the land of Naphtali. She said to him, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: Call out 10,000 warriors from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun at Mount Tabor. 7 And I will call out Sisera, commander of Jabin’s army, along with his chariots and warriors, to the Kishon River. There I will give you victory over him.”

 8 Barak told her, “I will go, but only if you go with me.”

 9 “Very well,” she replied, “I will go with you. But you will receive no honor in this venture, for the Lord’s victory over Sisera will be at the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 At Kedesh, Barak called together the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali, and 10,000 warriors went up with him. Deborah also went with him.

14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get ready! This is the day the Lord will give you victory over Sisera, for the Lord is marching ahead of you.” So Barak led his 10,000 warriors down the slopes of Mount Tabor into battle. 23 So on that day Israel saw God defeat Jabin, the Canaanite king. 24 And from that time on Israel became stronger and stronger against King Jabin until they finally destroyed him.
God, pretty regularly, uses unlikely people to do really incredible things.
· We all want to do great things in life.

· We all have dreams deep down inside.

· We all have aspirations for our lives.

· We all have a hidden fairy tale of sorts that we want to live out.

· What is yours?

· We are all embarrassed by our dreams.

· Afraid to share them with others.

· Afraid that people will laugh.

·  that people will say that we cannot do them.

· Afraid that people will say, “You?”  “Do THAT?”

· I am embarrassed to share my dreams.

· You want to know what one of mine is?

· EUROPE

· Part of why we are so afraid of our dreams is because we are afraid to fail at them.

· We have this deep sense that we want to accomplish something great.

· And at the same time, we are terrified, 

· I could NEVER do this.

· I could NEVER accomplish something GREAT.

· I don’t know about you, but I can barely handle regular life.

· Let alone dream big dreams for my life.

· NO, I still feel like I am 12
· Isn’t this one of the things that plagues us?

· Who am I as I stare at life?
· As we aspire to make a difference in the world.

· As we look to follow after what God has for us.

· But in this story of Deborah, there seems to be some glimmer of hope

· For all of us regular people.
· Who secretly aspire to great things.  
· It seems like the thrust of this story is that 

· God uses very unlikely people to accomplish great things for him.

· Deborah.

· All of these fine leaders around her.

· Look at Judges that before and after her.

· Look at the other leaders in Israel

· Where are all the men?

· These incredible warriors of Israel who CONQUORED the land?
· It seems, as you look at the narrative of the Bible.

· This seems to be HOW God operates regularly.

· Find the most unlikely person and call them to great things.

· Moses – speech impediment

· David – youngest, smallest, least experience, failed miserably.  
· Mary, mother of Jesus – late teens, lower class family.

· Some times we are the only person for the job.

· It falls to us and we have a choice

· Take a risk and give leadership a try

· Or relegate to “It’s too hard.”

· Deborah seems to nail one important factor in doing extraordinary things for God (that we also, actually, see in the life of Mary, mother of Jesus)

· Make yourself available.

· “Let it be done unto me according to your will.”

· Deborah –

· No one else is stepping up to do this

· I will take a risk, give this a shot.

· Janis Jopplin “Nothing to lose.” 
· Freedom's just another word for nothing left to lose
· TIP :: Take a risk by giving God permission to use you for big things.

· What if they key for extraordinary things happening in your life

· Was not you becoming a better person.

· Was not you conquering all of your fears.

· Was not your being put in a different life situation.

· What if it’s handing yourself to God.

· All that you are

· All that you are not

· And saying, “here I am, use me.”

· What if that’s all that God needed was your permission.

· Your desire to take a risk.

· Your desire to put all of your cards on the table and go ALL IN.

God will back us as we pursue the life purpose he has given us.  
· Again, it seems, as I talk to people and ask myself the hard questions.

· Why do I not take more risks?

· Why do safety and mediocrity seem to win over, even though I have these secret dreams in my heart?

· One main question, “What if I fail?”

· What if I get out there and don’t have what it takes?
· What if I risk everything and nothing good happens?

· What if I try and
· See this incredibly encouraging thing in the life of Deborah

· Related to her life purpose

· As she made herself available to God.

· Put herself out there

· Risked everything for God, his purposes.
· Gave her extraordinary, supernatural abilities to do what he called her to do.
· He backs her as she steps in to her life purpose.

· Incredible!
· Wisdom – 

· So much that the whole nation comes to her for advice.

· Some times feel like I can’t even live my own life.

· Let alone give wise counsel to others.

· Prophetic Leadership

· What to do.

· How to lead

· Courage 

· That steady confidence

· This is indeed what I have called you to. 

· You are capable of doing this.

· Lead them into battle.

· All the guys are hiding, not leading.

· Not back down in front of that huge of an army

· See this time and again in the storyline of the Bible.

· God backing those who step out for him

· Moses

· Joshua
· Rahab

· I have experienced this time and time again in my life.

· IL – One time in Nicaragua. 23 years old.  

· Going to preach.  Thought was little village church.

· Preach in Spanish.  

· Arrived there, conference of 350 pastors

· Crammed into this tent.

· At the end, people running to the front, crying  - responding to God.

· That was not me!

· God backed me when I simply made myself available.   

· One of the things that his points out.

· We are not intended to try to do what God called us to in own ability.

· Part of the reason why we have so much fear

· Is because we are keen to the fact that

· Many of the things we dream of are indeed WAY TO BIG

· Realistic – I CAN”T do that on my own.

· One of the things that seems to keep us in the place of success is DEPENDENCE on God’

· Things that are only possible TROUGH HIS STRENGTH in us.
· John 15:5
· If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit.  Apart from me, you can do nothing.  

· Apart from me you can accomplish no good thing.

· No Kingdom thing.

· Acts 1:8

· I will give you power when HS comes

· Talk about in a few weeks

· But good to 
· TIP :: Pursue your dreams, depending on God for all you need in order to accomplish them.

· OR TIP :: Put God in a place to show his power as you step out for him.

· Live comfortable life where we never see God’s power

· Dream bigger than you ever have and go for something well beyond yourself.

· TIP :: Ask God for his power to fill your life, especially if you are in a place where you feel overwhelmed from pursuing his dreams.
· Maybe you are in a place where you HAVE RISKED

· You HAVE stepped out

· And feel overwhelmed.

· MOMS - If you are in a place where feel overwhelmed

· Moms raising kids, balancing a career

· Stress of holding family together, meeting needs.
God will give us success as we follow after and trust him.
God will make us successful //  give us success as we follow and trust him.

· Incredible thing happened when Deborah stepped out

· Routed the entire army

· HOW MANY PEOPLE – COMMENTARY

· Message – keep going, it seems to always work out.

· It’s always worth it.

· Some times there is a break through 

· See real success like Deborah saw

· Or not always able to see the fruit of our labors.

· Not always able to see the impact we have.

· One of the beauties of heaven.

· See all of the lives touched, things done in secret, that no one ever saw = how that impacted.

· Ultimate goal, to be faithful, not to be successful.
· Mother Theresa

· Just wanted to care for the dying in the streets of Calcutta 
· IL – Harlem City Church

· Faithful day after day leads to success.

· Not flash in the pan.

· Long term investment

· IL – We are committed to this neighborhood and our city for the long haul

· Making this neighborhood a better place.

· REACH -- Serve at CHUM, Union Gospel Mission, 

· Ways to serve the larger needs of our city.

· Leap of Faith.

· Domestic Violence

· Serving Local Education System

· Human Trafficking.
· TIP :: As you live each day, keep your hope that those God-dreams will one day be fulfilled.

· Dreams, especially dreams from God, have ability to compel us onward.

· Especially when the present moment is challenging.  

· Keep that dream central in your life.

· Do you have an overarching, God-dream for your life?

· Just living one day to the next with no connected purpose.
· Just working as a teacher or barista or carpenter or janitor or doctor or lawyer or at home mom or dad.

· DREAMS COMPELL US>
· AP – If you don’t know your calling ASK GOD SPEAK

· GET PRAYER TODAY.

· CONSIDER TAKING THE GIFTS ASSESSMENT. 

· MEET WITH JAY TODAY AFTER SERVICE>

· Some of you may have responded to God, in one way or another.

· Some of you might be in a place where you have gone for it1
· Was this risk worth it?

· Maybe stepped out, invested, gone for it, but not seen the fruit yet.


· Moms –

· Investing in their kids, families, marriages,

· Hold on to the dream, because it will be worth it.

· Why Jesus told us to pray, “Let Kingdom come NOW!”

· Let your will come now.

· This past week was an interesting week.

· News late Sunday that Osama Bin Laden had been found and killed.

· Interesting reaction in the media

· Within Christian circles.
· I am glad the bastard is dead.  God bless the USA.

· I am saddened by this news.
· Jesus tells us

· Love your enemies, pray for those who persecute you.

· READ PASSAGE

· Why would Jesus say this?

· This is the only way that the cycle of violence can be stopped.

· If continually follow “Eye For An Eye”

· Going to fuel the cycle of violence.

· Tribal warfare.

· They kill one from their tribe.

· Other tribe retaliates and kills two of theirs.

· Where does it end?

· This is why God speaks in Bible

· “Vengeance is mine.”

· You are not the ones to meat out vengeance.

· Because you will overlook your own sin, wrongdoing

· To condemn the wrong of someone else.

· Everyone must be accountable for own actions before God

· And in the community of others.

· One of the central reasons why Jesus came was to give us another way.

· He was known as the Prince of Peace.

· Because he showed us the way of forgiveness and blessing our enemies.

· And giving us power to deal with the anger, sin and bitterness in our own hearts.

· So that cycle of violence stopped and all men brought in unity before Jesus.

· PRAY

· We pray for peace in this situation.

· That you would stop the cycle of violence.

· We ask you to forgive us for ways that we held anger toward others.

· Forgive us for wanting to be the ones to meat out vengeance.

· We chose to return all evil with GOOD and blessing.

· We choose to follow your call and we choose to BLESS all enemies.

· We bless anyone who would raise their fist against us.

· We say that Muslim folks are not our enemies.

· We ask you for heaven to invade earth NOW

· That we would be accountable for our own attitudes

· Any way that we harbor anger, bitterness against anyone.

· Help us to be part of bringing peace in the earth today.

· Pri

Respond the way of Jesus.

