INTRO FROM THE CALL 

· As a carpenter, a stay at home mom or dad, a mechanic, an accountant, a receptionist, an administrator, a sales person, in my company.

· How do I find purpose and significance in the middle of this?

This is the fourth week in our series “Finding Your Place In The Story”

· Discovering the overarching storyline for our lives and our place in it.

· Over past few weeks discovered that God up to something incredible

· Because of the resurrection, there is a trajectory of redemption

· That God is working to make this world a better place

· Looking for people who will cooperate with him.

· Which is super encouraging, because means that our lives have larger meaning – not just about surviving, working 9-5job.

· Larger meaning and purpose that we can connect with.

· Also discovered that each of us has unique gifts and a unique calling as part of this larger story.

· That God given us unique talents and abilities.

· That we are invited to use within the context of larger

· When we do, that’s when we feel fully alive.

· Encouraged you to meet with JAY for Gifts Test - helpful

· God has also called each us to specific thing

· Not just our jobs or vocation, but larger vision for our lives.

· Encouraged you to spend time this month asking God

· Asking around, How is this series going for you?

· What do you feel like you are learning, God showing you?

· Generally, great to see so many of you engaging with this

· Encouraging, because believe this has tremendous power to completely change our lives.

· “I feel like I am understanding more about the larger story I part of”

· God is at work repairing the world

· That he is inviting me to be part of that.

· When I participate, that’s where I find ultimate hope.

· I’ve been seeking God about my unique gifts and larger calling.

· “But, how does this translate to my ordinary, every day life

· Especially if I work ever day in a job where it is not as obvious that it connects to something that is overtly spiritual.  
(John 5:1-21 NLT)
1 Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish holy days. 2 Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda,[a] with five covered porches. 3 Crowds of sick people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the porches.[b] 5 One of the men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him and knew he had been ill for a long time, he asked him, “Would you like to get well?”
 7 “I can’t, sir,” the sick man said, “for I have no one to put me into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone else always gets there ahead of me.”
 8 Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!”

 9 Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat and began walking! But this miracle happened on the Sabbath, 10 so the Jewish leaders objected. They said to the man who was cured, “You can’t work on the Sabbath! The law doesn’t allow you to carry that sleeping mat!”

 11 But he replied, “The man who healed me told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”

 12 “Who said such a thing as that?” they demanded.

 13 The man didn’t know, for Jesus had disappeared into the crowd. 14 But afterward Jesus found him in the Temple and told him, “Now you are well; so stop sinning, or something even worse may happen to you.” 15 Then the man went and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had healed him.

 16 So the Jewish leaders began harassing[c] Jesus for breaking the Sabbath rules. 17 But Jesus replied, “My Father is always working, and so am I.” 18 So the Jewish leaders tried all the harder to find a way to kill him. For he not only broke the Sabbath, he called God his Father, thereby making himself equal with God.
 19 So Jesus explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he is doing. In fact, the Father will show him how to do even greater works than healing this man. Then you will truly be astonished. 21 For just as the Father gives life to those he raises from the dead, so the Son gives life to anyone he wants.
God is actively breaking in to everyday life with surprising miracles.

· Does my ordinary life matter?

· Series, what does God’s unfolding story look like in daily life.

· As carpenter, teacher, at home mom or dad.

· Working at the paper mill.

· With our neighbors.

· Verse 17:  My Father is always at work and I too am working. 

· Huge statement about God, that he is ACTIVE.

· God is not distant, God is not dead, God is not removed.  ACTIVE

· God is working to bring good things into lives of his people.

· Jesus is working out God’s desire in this passage, cooperates.  

· Walking along and sees this guy who has an issue.

· Normal Tuesday at 2pm, in front of Super One.

· Laying on a mat, mystery illness, for 38 years.

· Central tenant of Christianity = resurrection.

· That it means that God is actively working to bring redemption to the world today.
· GOD’S purpose IS TO BRING HEAVEN IN THE MIDDLE OF now

· We don’t have to wait until we die.

· The hope of the resurrection is that God’s desire is to bring heaven into the middle of our everyday lives. 

· Shows us that spiritual world and physical world overlaps.

· That beyond what we see and feel is another world.

· Spiritual world.

· Every moment is spiritual 

· There is no ordinary moment

· Because God is always at work

· There is supernatural possibility in the middle of everyday life.

· Ordinary life matters

· What we do every day matters.

· Co-worker, neighbor, 
· Crying out for God to meet them in some way.

· God at work in their lives.
· We just have to have eyes to see that God is working all around us.

· Two ways to look at the world around us.

· Everything is awful :: the sky is falling.

· Nothing is going well.

· The world is full of pain and suffering.

· There is no hope.

· There is hope, there is redemption.

· When we see that God is ACTIVE, not asleep.

· Gives us permission to dream.

· “Resurrection Imagination” in daily life.

· Look at our current reality through DIFFERENT EYES.

· Have a different perspective.

·  “God, what are you already up to?”

· “God, what are you already doing around me that I cannot see?”

God gets excited and we find fulfillment when we join him in his work.  

· When recognize that God is at work all around us, all the time 
· That there is a supernatural reality all around us.

· That God is about doing some really great things in people’s lives.
· Then, we have opportunity to join with him in these amazing things.

· See Jesus taking the lead from the Father, in relationship.


· Following along with what the God is up to.

· Being an agent of God’s work in the earth.

· Remember that Jesus as not a super human

· Emptied himself of all God-power when became a man.

· So, he was 100% human: weak, needy, 

· Relied on his source of strength to come from God to accomplish supernatural things.
· God invites us into this very same mission.

· One of the most astounding realities about Jesus

· He came, began to do some really great miracles in the earth.

· Healing lepers, making blind eyes see, deaf ears hear.

· Then, began to pull back and started letting his disciples do it.

· Luke 9

· Then, went even further

· John 14:12  “Truly I say to you, He who puts his faith in me will do the very works which I do, and he will do greater things than these because I am going to my Father. 
· ACTS 1:8  “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you . . .”
· Empowered by my Holy Spirit

· You will go and WITNESS to me being present.

· I will come and touch lives, change hearts THROUGH YOU

· What that means . . . 

· Every ordinary Joe and Jane that dares give their lives to Jesus.

· Can see supernatural things happen through their life.

· AP – Do you think this about you?

· Why or why not?

· God says it about you.

· God believes in you for this.

· We do this by YEILIDING TO GOD.

· Surrendering our lives, wills to his purposes.

· Each of us has a kingdom.

· Stuff that you are in charge of.

· What to do with your free time?

· What you are going to give your life to?

· How you are going to spend your money.

· God’s kingdom expands as each of us surrender our kingdom to God.

· We chose to cooperate and participate in what God is up to in the world. 

God overwhelms those who serve him with supernatural good things.  
· Serving others in the name of God is the best way to get in on the good things that God is pouring out.

· Jesus in Verse 5:21

· The father gives life to those he raises from the dead.

· Speaking to Pharisees about eventual resurrection of dead.

· Power of resurrection was the first of many resurrections

· Essentially, that God’s power was active in the world.

· He will give life to anyone else who asks of him.

· He will give that same power

· ROMANS 8:11 (NLT)  The same power that raised 

· The same spirit that raised Jesus lifeless body from the dead is available to fill our lives with supernatural power and strength and hope and life and courage!

· God is inviting us into the place where we experience ultimate life.

· FILLED to overflowing with his LIVING SPIRIT

· Infusing our lives with his supernatural power.

· If we reduce Christianity down to simply a belief system

· Or that we ATTEND church on a Sunday.

· PURPOSE :: an encounter with the living God that CHANGE US.

· Storyline of the Bible, people ENCOUNTERING GOD>

· Moses – God in the desert

· Joshua – God’s presence in the tent.

· David – encountered God in the desert tending sheep.

· We can’t truly live until we’ve had an encounter with God.

· We can’t continue to live unless we continually connect with God in the place of relationship.

· IL – Standing in front of Niagara Falls with a cup in our hands

· “I am SO thirsty.”

· All we have to do it stretch out our hand.

· The God who is right in front of us waiting to FILL US

· Touch us, give us new life, vision, purpose and strength.
· God gives us ideas on how to live in our every day lives

· God gives us a calling above and beyond that

· When we say “yes” to God, desire to live in conjunction with his purpose

· We open our lives up to a flood of God’s power and life

· And move beyond religion and beliefs into encounter

· Our lives are filled with all of God’s goodness 

Let me offer four . . .

Practical suggestions for adding significance to our everyday life. 

Take notice of what you are already doing that is profoundly spiritual.

· It’s easy to think that we are somehow exempt from this.
· We have to find another career

· We have to become a totally different person.
· Maybe we are closer to doing this than we think.

· We just need eyes to see what we are already doing that is profoundly spiritual and be encouraged in this direction.  
· Talking with some of you men this week.

· How do I see my purpose in this?

· Astounded at the way you have provided for your families.

· Way that you live with integrity in your workplace. 

· THIS IS AMAZING.

· VERSE : Whatever you do, do it unto the Lord.

· Don’t need a change in vocation or situation.

· Just need to see it differently.

· Offer what you are doing as a type of worship to God.

· God, I do this unto you.
· How can I honor God with what I am doing every day?

· How can I invite heaven into my daily life.

· READ STORY ONE  {seth}

· I find purpose in my life in knowing that my relationship to and the commitment I made to my wife is more about a commitment to God and that my desire to be successful at work really comes from a place of wanting to honor my Heavenly Father at my workplace and make sure people see Him through me. That is such a cheesy, pat, clichéd answer, but it is finally the truth for me.  I am able to humorously bring God and Jesus into my workplace and show Him to be someone real and seriously worth knowing. (Last week I sent one of my co-workers who was having a terribly frustrating day, an anonymous web-based text that read “---- This is God.  Remember, it’s only a job, and at the end of the day I still love you.”  That was pretty fun, and I think it mattered to him that someone recognized how much his day was sucking.)  I also find purpose in praying, fervently for both my friends and my enemies in my office.  It’s been the best part of a terrible situation: knowing that God has me where He does, on purpose.
Invite God to show you his secret plan in the middle of your ordinary life.  
· If God is always at work and we can participate in that work

· Which brings us life and significance.

· Then, our response to that is to ask God to SHOW US . . .

· “God what are you up to today that I could cooperate with.”

· What are you trying to accomplish today.

· How could I work with you to bring heaven now?

· Take the time to SEE what is already going on around us

· That we could easily miss, if we did not have this perspective.
· HOW TO USE WHERE YOU ARE ALREADY AT

· For his purposes and glory!  

· READ STORY TWO  {beth]

· I guess the most practical thing related to destiny is to remember that the little things count. It's not about waiting for the big [opportunity] to fall into my lap, or the partner at the office to ask me to take on the most important client. It's about doing now what I know is important and doing it as often as I can. It's the quick conversation in the hallway that brings peace to a coworker or the joke I tell during the meeting at exactly the right time to make the new people feel welcome. It's the extra 20 minutes I stay at the office so a mother can be on time for her kids’ game. It's stepping out and speaking the words that I have to bring life to a place that is full of pain, unreal expectations, and politics. These little things add up and the atmosphere in the office is beginning to change. People are beginning to notice that they feel trust in what i do and say.
· I had and still have a hard time accepting the fact that I will be working nights and weekends (every third month).  I have come home very bitter some nights and have complained way too much ( just ask my wife ).   I know that Jesus wants me to give my all to what ever I find myself doing.  I have tried to practice the idea that I am a servant for Jesus’ sake and that whatever I do, I need to have a servants attitude and heart.  For most of my adult working life I have been blessed to have been able to do this, but since working [in my new job] I have had a difficult time at it.  But what I have discovered several times in the last month, that when I start to pray while I am working, that my attitude ALWAYS changes.  I pray for my job and that I would do the best job that I can.  I pray for you, [the other Hillside Church staff] and others at church.  I pray for needs as I learn about them from others.  I am not saying that I am praying 8 hours a night, but I do "pepper" prayers most evenings. So for me, when I stop having a pity party for myself, and take my eyes off me and onto others, there is almost always a change in my heart, my attitude and my outlook on my job.  
Offer spiritual leadership in your daily spheres of influence.

· God has put you wherever you are throughout the week

· To be a blessing, to bring hope, to bring life to that place.

· Neighborhoods

· Workplace

· Schools

· Friendships

· Sports Teams

· Hobbies

· See those spheres as an opportunity to serve those around us

· Bring God’s Kingdom into that place

· Pray for those around us.

· Encourage our co-worker

· Serve their needs.

· Bring hope and life.

· Help them to connect with the life that Jesus offers.

· IL – someone offering leadership in their neighborhood

· Crime watch, clean up

· IL – Tom Franczyk – working as carpenter.

· Began relationship with a guy named Geno.

· Prayed at each meal.  Geno saw this and began to ask questions.

· Geno ended up coming to know Jesus

· Changed life.

· Offer spiritual leadership in your spheres.

· “God, how would you want to use me as a spiritual leader?

· In my neighborhood, workplace, school, with friends, in hobby circles.  
Invite God to surprise you with fresh dreams at this stage of your life.

· Some of you have been in your careers for a while now.

· Easy to think, “this is for someone who is younger”

· This is for someone who is just starting out.

· An idealist college student

· A younger family.

· But I want to encourage those of you who been at something for more than 5 years to ask god to give you FRESH DREAMS.

· IL – Heard of a guy this week who owned a towing company for 35 years.

· Rough guy, man’s man, not very vocal about faith.

· Every day, work long hours towing cars.

· Faithfully did it day in and day out as a service to his family = to provide for them, to help them get ahead.

· Recently, however, began open his life up to God more

· Inviting God to reveal a fresh dream to him.

· Had this desire to care for, serve and pray for people in hospice – people who literally on death bed.

· Went through some classes.

· Bought a dog to train it as WHAT IS NAME>

· Spends free time in hospice at the side of the bed of people who are dying.

· Praying for them, loving them, helping them process.
The exciting thing that we discover as we look at this today.

· Is how to bring God’s will into the middle of our every day lives.

· That God is always at work, doing some amazing things!

· And that we have the opportunity to participate in these things!

· To take our ordinary, mundane, every day lives and make them SIGNIFICANT

· By partnering with God in his incredible mission to heal the world.

Instruction:   Invite musicians // End with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  
· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
Response 

· God, I ask you to transform my every day life – use it for your purposes.

· I give you my life // Speak to me // Show me extraordinary things.

Dismissal

· Thanks for coming to Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next Sunday.

· FEW THOUGHTS 

· Please bring your Connection Sheets to BACK :: Basket by Info Center

· If you are here for the first time WE HAVE A GIFT FOR YOU.
· JAY DISCOVER TALETS – 20 MINUTES YOUTH ROOM –
Benediction

· I pray that you . . .

· Go in peace and we’ll see you next week!

Questions for thought and discussion
· Reread John 5:1-21

· What do you notice?  What do you find interesting?

· Do you think that God is active in our world today?

· Why or why not?  Have you experienced his activity?

· Is it exciting to you that we get to participate in what God is up to in the world?
· Is what Jesus says in John 14:12 surprising to you?  

· What does it mean to “yield” to God in our daily lives?
· What does Matthew 10:39 say about where we find true fulfillment? 

· What does Romans 8:11 say about what God’s spirit does in us?

· Review the practical suggestions:  Which one or two feel good to you?

· How do you feel that God is calling you to respond in your life to this?
