I grew up, having some experience to Christianity early on.


Had a sincere desire to know God, connect to him


One main difficulty = HOW do you live 
I want to be a great parent.


But I find myself short with my kids a lot.  

I want to be a better husband?

I want to be a better boss?

HOW DO I DO THIS?

· We as people are caught in a difficult situation.

· The life that we have.

· The life that we want.

· We are not the people that we want to be.  
· Lots of self-help books giving good advice

· But they don’t come with MAGIC PILL to give you the POWER.

· But who has the self- control, determination & willpower to accomplish?

· We need something outside of ourselves to give us power.
· To give us vision.

· To give us . . . 
The Bible offers some absolutely incredible insight into how to tap into power outside of ourselves TO ACTUALLY LIVE THE LIFE THAT WE WANT.

· John 14:15-18

· If you love me, you will obey what I command.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
· God promises to be with us and to empower us.

· Another Counselor

· The Holy Spirit of God

· The presence of God himself to be with us.

· One called along side to help our lives.

· IL – Assist us in our daily lives.
· TO FUEL US
· I am not going to leave you as orphans.

· FOLLOW the way of Jesus without POWER.

· Suck!

· Two words to describe this Holy Spirit :  He is _______________ & ______________
· Personal
· Matthew 28:20  “I will be with you always.”

· This is one of the things that makes Christianity different than other religions = personal God.

· God who is interactive with his people.

· God who longs for relationship / experience.

· Buddhuism – a way, but no God or power
· Hinduism – different strains, make gods happy
· Confusionism – idea system
· Islam – law to keep, no God to help

· Holy Spirit is personal aspect of God.

· NOT “THE FORCE” like on Star Wars.

· God’s presence, like 
· Empowering

· Acts 1:8  “When Holy Spirit comes, be witnesses.”

· God who longs to help us in our real lives.
· Who promises to aid us in the middle of every day life.

· The power that’s available to us is the same power that breathed the world into existence.

· Genesis 1:1-3

· In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light . 
· God who breathed into nothing and created all we see.

· IL – Standing under the stars, overwhelmed by how vast creation is.  

· The same God who did this, offers his power to us . . . 
· Romans 8:11

· The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.
WHAT DOES THIS POWER DO IN US?  

WHAT DOES IT OFFER OUR DAILY LIVES?
· One main transformation of the presence of the Holy Spirit

· Four secondary transformations

· Greater intimacy and experience with God.

· Romans 8:14 -16

· Because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.
· Answers the question: How do we get in on what God offers us?

· V. 14  Those who are led by the Spirit of God.

· We invite Jesus to lead our lives. 

· Orient our lives around knowing him, following him.

· Ask for any barriers between us and God to be removed.

· Central theme of Christianity = forgiveness 
· Apologize to God for wrong done, left undone.
· So that we can be free from guilt.

· We receive deep confirmation in our souls that we connected to God.

· That we are his children.
· That God loves us and wants connection to us.
· This bring INCREDIBLE SECURITY.

· Religion never knows if it is doing enough to appease God.

· Work harder, be holier, follow the rules better.

· Spirit of Sonship says to us

· You are my children because of what Jesus did

· Not what you can do or offer me.  
Four secondary things that flow out of intimacy & experience with God.

· Deep and lasting change.
· Do you battle things in your life that you wish that you could change?

· Addiction of some sort that keeps coming back?

· Anger that you wish that you did not have?

· Fear, you wish that you were more brave?

· Negative self talk.  Constantly self-critical.

· Never being content.  Searching for joy, for hope.  
· Deep feeling of loneliness that we can’t fulfill.

· No matter how many sexual partners we have.

· No matter how hard our spouse or lover works.

· No matter how many friends we are with.
· We all long for deep and lasting change.
· Freedom from our inner demons.
· Rescue for our secret selves.
· God offers us true change that lasts.
· Ezekiel 36:26,27
· I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws
· God offers to do something for us that we cannot do for ourselves.
· He offers to go right to the root of our dilemma – our heart.

· Not just trying to be a better person

· But actually being MADE DIFFERENT inside.

· IL – Me dealing with anxiety.

· Used to not be able to relax on vacation, 

· Consistently asking God for change.

· Slowly but surely change
· Positive, supernatural attributes called the fruits of the Holy Spirit.
· BACK TO STORY or

· We all wish that we were more virtuous.   (no one wants to be JERK).
· We all long to be more patient, loving, kind, gentle, than we are.

· Stressful situation come along – reveals the worst in us.

· Do you ever feel this?

· IL – Gabi waking up recently.

· Ugly what some of first reactions are.

· One of the transformation of the Holy Spirit are what are called “fruits” of the Holy Spirit.

· Byproducts of the work of the Holy Spirit in us.

· Apple tree produces apples and orange tree oranges.

· Holy Spirit’s presence and activity in us produces things.
· Attributes that are VISIBLE to others.

· Naturally come out of our lives.
· Galatians 5:22,24
· But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.
· The BYPRODUCT of the activity of the HS.

· Look at list – Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness . . . 
· We all want this.
· Jesus work in us by way of his crucifixion and resurrection.
· Making us more and more the way created to be = sanctification.  
· Taking away those things that negative
· Putting his good things in our lives.
· IL – Finish Gabi story.
· When she wakes up, two responses
· Angry, impatient, uncaring = not very nice.
· Stop, pray, invite Holy Spirit, presence of God to help.
· Find this power from outside me, change heart.
· Kind, gentle, loving, caring, compassionate.
· Supernatural talents and abilities called the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

· 1 Corinthians 12:7-11

· A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.  To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge.  The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing.  He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said.  It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.
· When we open our lives up to God, he stirs these gifts that lying dormant in us.
· Supernatural jolt to jumpstart these gifts.
· IL – STORY of someone who came to Jesus
· The Holy Spirit stirred up things inside them // not known before.
· These are incredible because . . .  they make us more who we are!
· (Why would we care about these?)
· Engage in the larger unfolding story.
· If God is up to something amazing in the world.
· Working to restore all that is broken
· Bringing all people into connection to him.
· And we are invited to be part of this unfolding story.
· Working in our gifts is one of the ways we do that.
· Participate in what God is up to helping others.
· Purpose and passion for our lives as we engage in the mission of the Holy Spirit.

· We all want to live with a sense of purpose.

· That what we are doing every day counts for a larger story.

· We’ve been exploring this over the past few weeks.


· One of things that Holy Spirit does in us is connect us to God’s mission.

· Gives us a heart beyond ourselves.

· Begin to care about things that we did not care about before.

· IL – Freshman year of college

· Felt like my life was just all about me.

· Fully gave my life to Jesus and invited the Holy Spirit in my life

· Incredibly, felt this sense of a connection to larger story.
Two aspects of this mission.
· Leading others toward God.

· JOHN 3:16
· For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
· The storyline of the Bible is that God loves every person so much

· That he came in order to clearly reveal himself to us in the person of Jesus.

· Made a way so that we could be forgiven of the things that we’ve done that not proud of, things left undone.

· Come into living connection to God.
· NO GREATER JOY than being part of connecting s/o to Jesus

· SEE THE VISIBLE / TANGIBLE change in them

· Change that they looking for = happen.

· Longing that they had = fulfilled.

· Taking risks for God.
· John 14:12

· I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father
· Key thing that we need to keep in mind.

· Christianity is not a set of right beliefs or theology.

· It is engaging with the mission of God in the world.

· It is saying yes to all that God has for us.

· Joining him in what he up to in the world.

· IL - Sitting in classroom talking about build motorcycle.

· Different kinds of motorcycles.  How to ride it.

· BUT NEVER DOING IT>

· Christianity is BORING if it does not mean we get to DO SOMETHING

· To PARTICIPATE in something extraordinary.

· This is what we want – ESPECILLY AS MEN

· We were made for some kind of epic adventure.

· We were made to be courageous.

· We were made to take risks.
· A life where we see our friends connect to living God.

· A life where we pray for someone who sick, get better

· A life where we get to serve the needs of others – the poor, children, youth
So, we’re promised that, as we’re filled with God’s Holy Spirit, 
· We can experience deeper intimacy and connection to God.

· We will experience true and lasting change.

· We’ll be transformed by the fruit of the Spirit

· We’ll find we’ll have a different and better experience of living
· Good attributes are naturally coming out of us.
· We will received gifts of the Spirit

· we’ll find that God has specifically gifted us with fresh and powerful things that play a unique role in building up the community of faith and that point us towards what our lives have always been meant to be about
· We will be connected to the mission of the Spirit

· We’ll find that we’ve been created to take risks and lead in a far bigger context than we ever could have guessed.
WHO WOULD NOT WANT THIS?
HOW DO WE GET IN ON THIS GREAT EXPERIENCE WITH GOD”S SPIRIT?

· Ask God for his Holy Spirit today (and keep on asking every day!)
· Luke 11:9-11
· So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· We ASK

· It’s that simple

· We come before God and say, “I want that.”  I want YOU

· One Thousand self help books cannot give us this deal

· We just simply ask the God who loves us

· To DO what he promises in our lives.

· He promises to respond.

· Not always in the way WE WANT OR EXPECT

· Trust that God knows better than we do, hold on.

· This is where we live by faith.  

· This is stuff that we want.

· God is not going to trick us!
· We can trust all that God says he will do for us.

· Him saying, “This is good.”

· “This is what you really wanted.”

Drive Home

· Maybe today, you recognize that you need an outside power to fuel your life.
· Maybe it has not been working just trying harder, willpower.  
· Maybe you want those things that God offers to us.

· Deep intimacy with and connection to God.

·  and lasting change in our lives.

· Positive attributes coming out of our lives naturally.

·  talents and abilities to use to serve others.

· Purpose and passion because we are connected to a larger mission.
· Today, going to give you opportunity to respond to God and ASK.
Response

· The amazing part about God

· Is that we are not just invited to know more about him.

· We are invited to respond to what we have heard

· And experience him right now.

· We are going to give you an opportunity to respond in a few ways.

· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· Invite you to get ready for that.

· Opportunity to invest in this church that God building.

· To demonstrate to God that trust him with money.

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations

· Celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, gives us life.

· Confession Table

· Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides

· After the time of reflection, feel 
· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.

· I want to invite our Ushers to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· PRAY

· God, would you come during this time

· We don’t want to just know about you

· We want to respond to you, because you are alive

· And want to do great things in our lives.
· WHEN SHOULD THE BAND COME UP

· LITERALLY SIT IN THE SECOND ROW.

