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Mark 8.34-38 [NLT] :: Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me.  If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.  And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul?  Is anything worth more than your soul?  If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

 

The way of Jesus is    radical    &    revolutionary   .

 

“How would telling people to be nice to one another get a man crucified?  What government would execute Mister Rogers or Captain Kangaroo?” [Philip Yancey]

 

 

The way of Jesus offers us a satisfying    reality    beyond    ourselves   .

 

Religion seeks to    tame    us, God seeks to heal us and give us courage to live an incredibly risky    adventure   .  

 

The way of Jesus    unites    &    heals    the world.

 

Matthew 5.1-10 :: One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside and sat down. His disciples gathered around him, and he began to teach them. “God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth. God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied. God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy. God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God. God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God. God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

 

A few practical ways to respond:

Assess your current level of inner    satisfaction   .

 

Consider    surrendering    every area of your life to Jesus, asking him to    reorient    you around his much larger adventure.   

 

Look for ways to pour your    passions    and    creativity    in God’s big mission of uniting & healing the world.

 

