· In college, I had a huge passion for Latin American history and politics

· Received a degree in Spanish and almost a minor in Women’s Studies

· Spent lots of time in Nicaragua.

· Developed a fascination with the Sandanista movement.  PICTURE
· Revolution that started in 1979 to overthrow Samoza

· Owned 69% of land

· People in great poverty.

· Took on name of Augusto Cesar Sandino in late 1920’s 

· Who kicked out American Marines to liberate Nicaragua.

· Fascinated with people’s ability to rebel against the establishment

· To demand personal rights and democracy.

· Much of what we are seeing now in Middle East

· Goal was to take back power from Samoza and give it to people.

· Created a government with 13 leaders, to balance power.

· Guess what happened?

· They began to abuse their power and became just as bad as the former dictator!

· What happened?

· They used the power that they acquired over people to dominate, oppress, get their own way.

· Rather than using it for the values that they stood for.

· This is not a unique situation, is it?
· We see the misuse of power fairly often in society.

· Scandal that broke several years ago about all Catholic Priests who abused people who were part of their parish   PICTURE
· Talked last week about Story of Dominique-Strauss Kahn, head of International Monetary Fund who has been accused of assaulting more than a dozen women, used his power to cover it up.  PICTURE
· If we are honest, my suspicion is that we can see symptoms of the same in us.
· PICTURE OF WHAT??   SOMEONE POINTING AT SELF or other
· Ways that we use power that we have to get our way, control

· Rather than use the power that we have to serve, love, support.

· It can happen with our kids – using power & authority to control.

· It can happen in our workplace – taking advantage of someone who below our authority or a coworker to get our needs met.

· It can happen in relationships – using anger, abuse, neglect, fear

· Subtle – manipulation, withdrawal 
· Series  : The Revolutionary, The Life-Changing, Countercultural Ways of Jesus

· The revolutionary ideas and ways of Jesus    RED PICTURE OF JESUS>
· Completely countercultural in many ways.

· Totally different than much of what we see in culture around

· They have actual power to change our lives in some significant ways

· Transform us, heal us, empower us.
· The way that Jesus deals with power was so striking to me.

· So powerful in contrast to wider world.

· Offers us a unique way to use power to heal the world

· TEXT :: John 13:1-17 (NLT)   (HANDOUT ONLY< REFFERENCE ON SCREEN))
· READ IT AS ROB & I ACT IT OUT.

· Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved them to the very end. It was time for supper, and the devil had already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come from God and would return to God. So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him.  When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!”  Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”  Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”  Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet, to be entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.”  For Jesus knew who would betray him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.”  After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing?  You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am.  And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet.  I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you.  I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger more important than the one who sends the message.  Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them. 
A few observations on this passage.
· Through this act Jesus foreshadowed his death, which was the ultimate use of power.
· In the terms of the Bible, the greatest victory took place in what appeared to be the greatest defeat.
· The ultimate act of service in giving his life for us.
· Through Jesus willing death on the cross he secured victory
· Over sin, hell and death.
· That the power of evil in the world broken
· That death no longer has the final word.
· This is why we celebrate communion.
· This was the Last Supper where he took break and juice
·  “Later you will understand.”
· Do this in remembrance of me.
· Of what I did at the cross for you.
· This was Jesus’ farewell speech, where he was driving home his most important value.  
· He knew that this night we would be taken into custody 
· and crucified the next day
· He had spent 33 years with them 
· and wanted to give them one, final thrust of what he about.
· Jesus was demonstrating his version of what leadership looks like.

· That leadership in the Kingdom is totally different than in the world.
· That service is the ultimate way that God’s love displayed to the wider world.
· This is revolutionary
How can we unlock the power of power by using it well?
· Learn to see reality through God’s lens.
· Recognize that God’s reality is much different that way our culture sees the world.

· The Revolutionary :: many ways completely other than culture.

· Jesus came to start a movement of followers that infuse the world with values like love, peace, joy, freedom, equality, respect.

· The things that God values are not always the same things that the culture values.

· Ultimately trust that they have more, real power.

· Matthew 5:3-11 (NLT) HANDOUT ONLY, REFFERENCE ON SCREEN
· The way things are now is not the way they will always be.

· Matthew 25:31-41 (NLT)  HANDOUT ONLY, REFFERENCE ON SCREEN
· Look at what we will be judged on.

· These are very different perspectives from what we see, hear from culture.

· Use power over the get your way, get ahead.

· It does not matter if you lives with integrity, as long as you get ahead.

· It does not matter how 

· Jesus offers some significantly different, counter-cultural values.

· This is radical 

· It can bring true freedom and life to us.

· We need to learn to see reality through God’s lens. 
· Ask Jesus to free you from any ways that your own heart may be tainted.

· We want to see the world become a better place.

· When we see injustice

· When we see suffering.

· When we see someone being taken advantage of.

· Issue is, that sometimes we are the enemy.

· We oppose those things when we see them broadly.

· “Hey, that is not right!”

· But we tend to miss the ways that we are participating in those very things.

· How are WE oppressing others?

· How are WE trying to use others for our own purposes?

· How are we using the power that we have to over people to get our own way, rather than under then to serve and love them?
· So, Jesus teaching provides a kind of spiritual mirror for us to look in.

· To measure ourselves by, in order to see how we are doing.

· What is polluted in my heart?
· Not only that, Jesus uniquely offers us POWER to BE DIFFERENT 

· He offers us heart change to become like him

· To naturally begin to embody these values.
· UNLESS I WASH YOU, YOU HAVE NO PART WITH ME

· Connection to Jesus

· His sacrifice at the cross to free us, change us.

· Romans 6:5-7 (NLT)
· We have a hard time admitting that we need Jesus’ help or accepting his help.  

· This is Peter’s deal – Pride, I don’t need your help.

· We act the same way in the face of our need.

· I can be morally good on my own.

· I can defeat this addiction on my own.

· I can deal with my anger on my own.

· I can deal with these feelings of lust toward someone who is not my spouse, on my own.

·  “Unless I wash you, you have not part with me.”

· Admitting that we need God’s help is central to transformation in our hearts.

· ME PORNOGRAPHY?

· It is fueling a billion dollar industry

· But, I cannot break free from it.

· That need met by God, freed from it’s power.

· Not trying to be different, actually different.  
· Jesus’ revolution in the world begins with a revolution in our own heart
· We can’t begin to change the world, until we are different.

· Until we are honest with the distorted parts in our own life.

· QUOTE "Everybody thinks of changing humanity and nobody things of changing himself." Leo Tolstoy
· Find creative ways to use power to honor and serve those around you.
· Jesus was demonstrating his method of changing the world.

· A revolution where love and service of others mark it.

· Where look to needs of others

· Give of yourself to make sure that they met.

· Verse 14 & 15  Now that I have done this

· I have set you an example to follow.

· This is what followers of Jesus should do.
· Main job description for those who follow Jesus.

· Serve people around you.
· Isn’t that beautiful?!!
· What does this look like?

· Families – Live the Jesus revolution, clean up kitchen

· Neighborhood – pick up trash, help elderly neighbor

· Work – bring coffee to coworkers, stay late for the mom who has to pick up kids, stop gossip, be sensitive to how others are doing.

· VERSE 17  ::  BLESSED IF YOU DO THIS

Two main blessings that come from using our power to serve others.
· True Freedom 

· The only way to be free of the control of power is to use it for what is good and right.  
· It’s incredible how free we feel when we release the power and resources that we have.
· Luke 16:10 (NIV) "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much . . .”
· IL – Dean with finances, started tithing a few months ago

· Giving first 10% of income to local church.

· I can not believe how much God is blessing us.

· Think reverse – I hoard, I am stingy

· No, give generously = 

· Freed from the power of money

· God blesses us with more resources.

· The best thing you can do with finances is tithe.

· Power – use power to come under people, serve them

· Given places of power.

· Fuchi???

· Joy

· We are able to receive so much joy when we use the power that we have to come under people.

· IL – Nicaragua, brought 1 million dollars worth of medical supplies.  Ministered in camp.  16 hour days.

· Woman came up to me, “Gracias, Gracias.”

· I burst out into tears, my heart filled with JOY

· As much as I spend, gave, sacrificed.

· I received so much more when used what I had to serve the needs of someone else/

· IL – Talking to someone in our church recently, who volunteering with Kyle and Keely with youth.

· I asked, “How is that going?”  

· Your working a lot.  Those kids tough.  One night.

· Looked surprised,” For sure, it’s a sacrifice, but it is totally worth it.”


· I get more from this than I give out.

· The incredible thing that begins to happen as we look at the use of power

· And the way that Jesus invites us into a different way of using it

· To unlock all of this positive potential in our person lives

· And the world around us

· So practical, because it touches our every day lives.

· We too can be part of the revolution of Jesus.

· By taking every opportunity to use power to serve others.

AARON’S COMISSIONING SERVICE :: 

Response

· The amazing part about God

· Is that we are not just invited to KNOW more about him.

· We are invited to respond to what we have heard about who he is

· And experience him right now.

· We are going to give you an opportunity to respond in a few ways.

· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· Invite you to get ready for that.

· Opportunity to invest in this church that God building.

· To demonstrate to God that trust him with money. 

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations

· Celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, gives us life.

· Confession Table

· Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides

· After the time of reflection, feel 

· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.
· I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· WORSHIP BAND COME UP :
· PRAY

· RESPOND :: God, I want in on your revolution of love.

· Help me to see realty through your lens.

· Deal with the dysfunction in my own heart. 

· Help me find creative ways to use what you give me

· To serve those around me.

· God, would you come during this time

· We don’t want to just know about you

· We want to respond to you, because you are alive

· And want you to do great things in our lives.

· Close

· Thanks so much for being here at Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next week.

· Excited for our Blessing of The Bikes.

· Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table

· If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

· Blessing:  May God give you a heart beyond yourself.  

