Update on HC Facelift

· We raised just under $17,000

· So, thanks for those who gave generously.

· We think we can get all that we planned for that price.

· We already purchased the sound board.

· Place getting projector in Japan hit by tsunami

· Wanted to wait until up and running to support them.

· You will begin to see more fruits of this as we get closer to the fall.

· Want to be frugal with money we all gave, 

Update on Human Trafficking ::

· Estimated that there are over 300 girls at any given time in Duluth 

· Who are being exploited in some way, manipulated to sell their bodies

· At HC, we’ve had a dream for a long time to do something about this.

· To help these women, to defend, to help those who want to get out.

· Initiative led by someone in our community, Erin Aili

· Who once prayed the dangerous prayer, 

· “God, break my heart for what breaks yours.”

· Task force started six months ago, bunch of local agencies working together.

· We, at Hillside Church, asked to be on this task force.

· Erin and I met with some of leaders earlier this week.

· Proud to announce that Hillside Church will be hosting 

· A training for about 60 individuals from different agencies

· The third week in September

· Help them to identify victims of Sex Trafficking

· Empower them to know what to do.

Intro
Series :: The Revolutionary

· Taking about the life-changing, countercultural teachings of Jesus.

· The things that he said are completely different than philosophies or ways of our culture.

· Breath of fresh air in our overly, self-help culture.

· That his words have surprising power to actually make our lives better.

· Not just empty self-help, but transformative reality.

· And then power behind that to change us.

A scripture that I’ve found super powerful,

· in terms of seeing God’s desire to be a Father to us.

John 17:1-26 (NLT)
1 After saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son so he can give glory back to you. 2 For you have given him authority over everyone. He gives eternal life to each one you have given him. 3 And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth. 4 I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began.

 6 “I have revealed you[a] to the ones you gave me from this world. They were always yours. You gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything I have is a gift from you, 8 for I have passed on to them the message you gave me. They accepted it and know that I came from you, and they believe you sent me.

 9 “My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong to you. 10 All who are mine belong to you, and you have given them to me, so they bring me glory. 11 Now I am departing from the world; they are staying in this world, but I am coming to you. Holy Father, you have given me your name;[b] now protect them by the power of your name so that they will be united just as we are. 12 During my time here, I protected them by the power of the name you gave me.[c] I guarded them so that not one was lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.

 13 “Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them in this world so they would be filled with my joy. 14 I have given them your word. And the world hates them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to this world any more than I do. 17 Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world. 19 And I give myself as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your truth.

 20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.

 22 “I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me. 24 Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave me because you loved me even before the world began!

 25 “O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but I do; and these disciples know you sent me. 26 I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me will be in them, and I will be in them.”

One of the coolest things about this passage is we see Jesus’ deep connection with God the Father.
· Taking with God like he is so close

· Relating to God the Father

· Sharing deep feelings

· Talking about how he received some cool things in that connection with the Father.

· It gives us some insight as to what this relationship is intended to look like.

· What God invites us into .

Thrust of the passage is found in verses 25 & 26  (READ)
· You could sum it up 

· We are invited to know God as Father and make him known to others.
· To be deeply connected to God

· Receive all of the benefits of that relationship

· To be complete and filled up in that relationship

· So that we have something to offer those around us.

· Our kids, our spouses, our families, our coworkers, our neighbors, our friends.

This is ultimately the very thing that we long for.  
· One of the things that we long for most in life is to be Fathered well.

· Some of us receive great Fathering from our early Fathers.

· FB POST – What did your father give you?

· Compassion, empathy, sacrifice, work ethic, humility, gentleness, stability, humor,
· Commitment to Christ, Real Spiritual faith.

· If Father 93% likely, if only mother 17%
· It was the simple things that struck people.
· “I will always love you, no matter what.”
· My Experience.  My dad is awesome.

· Fun stuff like - Boundary Waters Trips, Mission Trip to Mexico, surfing off the Florida Panhandle.

· Perseverance, how to figure things out, how to talk to people.

· He was always there for me.

· Incredibly, God offers to be our Heavenly Father.

· Either Supplement what our earthly Fathers have done.

· Or even, to make up for some of the ways they fell short.

· Did not do the best job.

· Or, at times, did a horrible job.

· God offers to do for us what they could not / did not do.
What is Father God offering to each of us in relationship? 

These are ultimately the three things that we long for most in life!

· God longs to speak our identity to us.
· John 17:3  
· The purpose in Jesus coming, to connect us in relationship to God.
· “That they know you”

· To know God deeply, as a friend.”

· NOT to know about God

· NOT just to know ideas about God or Christianity

· NOT to know him with our heads 

· But to deeply know him with our hearts

· As a friend.

· An intimate connection to him.

· Which makes sense, because we are spiritual beings.

· We are bodies, but that ultimately not what we are.

· We are spiritual beings with a body

· Connection to God, who is spirit.
· What does this connection produce?

· If you take a gander through the Biblical narrative.

· Look at WHAT HAPPENS as people connect to God.

· When they related to God, God spoke to them about themselves.

· There was always some powerful, life-changing moment

· Where God spoke something to them

· And it became the meaningful trajectory of their life.

· Side note: most of the time, it was in the place where they desperate)

· Examples

· Moses at burning bush

· Jacob in the desert.

· Mary with Jesus.

· God reveals himself to them in relationship

· And they are forever changed.
· What is your identity based on? (SCREEN ONLY)
· Where do you get your identity from?

· Your career

· Talents

· Looks

· Charisma

· Hard work.
· People’s approval
· IL - ME, as leaving for Sabbatical – 
· who am I without church, as pastor?
· Difficulty is that these are all temporal things.

· What if that THING is gone.

· Those friends, career, charisma, athletic ability, ability to work, looks.
· What if God’s identity for you is deeper than the one you are living?  (SCREEN ONLY)
· Psalm 119 :: God knew us before we were born

· Put a spark in us.

· As we grew up significantly shaped by external pressures

· Positive and negative

· Parents demands

· Teachers words

· Friendship circles.

· How far is your current identity from the one you created to live?

· How deeply settled do you feel in who you are?

· If not settled, maybe because you farther from original identity.

· Me :: achiever, perfectionist.

· Artist & prophet. 
· Develop a deeper friendship with God this summer, asking him to speak to you about your identity (who He created you to be).
· Enjoying God series.
· Take time to spend with God.

· God wants us to experience a sense of deep security in him; that we are fully and deeply loved.  
· One of the things that we long for the most and fear the most 

· Is to be fully known and deeply loved.

· We long for someone to know our deepest secrets

· Our fears, our longings, our dreams, our insecurities

· And to love us right in the middle of that.
· To really know who we are

· And love that broken person.
· Jesus says something amazing in the middle of this passage that is striking

· John 17:19 “I gave myself to make them holy.”
· He is alluding to the central reason why he came

· To give his life, so that all of the things that we do that we are not proud of, could be taken care of.
· At the cross, Jesus essentially said, “Whatever your struggles, whatever your sins, whatever your fears, whatever your addictions, whatever secrets you have, whatever you guilty about

· I CAN DEAL WITH THOSE THINGS

· SO THAT YOU CAN HAVE DEEP CONNETION TO ME>
· One of the things that can hamper our relationships with God

· And our relationship with ourselves.
· Is shame and distress over a struggle, addiction or sin we are in.
· AP – Smoking

· AP – I am overweight

· AP – Porn on internet.

· Maybe the worst part of a struggle is not the struggle itself, but the shame and guilt that we can feel IN the struggle. (SCREEN ONLY)
· We feel so awful that we cannot be people we want to be.

· We feel awful that we let others down, hurt others.

· We may feel like we are disappointing God by continually failing.  

· We tell ourselves how much we suck.

· We beat ourselves up

· We feel guilt and shame

· And, much of the time, it drives us FURTHER FROM GOD

· AND OTHERS

· Which just perpetuates the problem. 
· What if the main solution to getting free from anything that we struggle with is not FIRST getting over what we are dealing with

· But coming to God honestly IN THE STUGGLE>

· I don’t suck, because you said that I don’t at the cross.

· I am more valuable then how PERFECT I am.

· I DO want help with this, but I have not licked it yet

· Not going to run from you, going to run TO YOU

· Receive 

· COMFORT
· His love and ultimately his fulfillment.

· Which rids us of the need of that THING
· HELP
· Actual power to be the kind of people we want to be.

· Be more brutally honest with God than you’ve ever been and receive his security in that.
· There is this super-powerful instruction in . . . 

· 1 John 1:6-9 (NLT)
6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.

 8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.
· We find deep freedom in honesty.
· Honest with God, honesty with others.  

· Bring to God the deepest secrets in your heart.

· All of the things that hold you back from being fully alive.

· All of your fears, sins, failures, struggles, addictions.

· Ask him to LOVE YOU in that place.
· Analyze any voices that you hear in your head.

· Does it line up with what Jesus says here?

· I love you.  I accept you.  You are valuable.

· If not, enemy called “Accuser”

· Wants us to run FROM God rather than to,

· Keep you isolated, feeling guilty because might as well continue in dysfunction.

· God wants to satisfy the deepest places in our hearts.

· John 17:13  Told them lots of things so they experience my joy.

· Jesus claim is that ,ultimately, God wants to satisfy us.
· Through his teachings and connection with him.

· God wants to satisfy the deepest desires of our heart.

· Admit, this is a pretty wild claim.

· Seems to unrealistic or impossible. 

· People questioning the same thing since the beginning.

· Garden of Eden – Adam & Eve’s ultimate sin was not that they disobeyed God and at the fruit.

· At the heart of it was distrust.

· “I can find happiness apart from God.”

· As Martin Luther said, QUOTE “They did not trust that God’s whole passion in life was to do them good with all his heart and soul.”

· At the heart of Christianity is the idea of faith.

· I believe that God will ultimately meet all of my deepest needs.

· Isaiah 64:4

· Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.
· God does not need us to work for him.

· John Piper “Tell Them Not To Serve God.”

· Obedience of works  vs. Obedience of faith.

· The Christian life, the life of faith is

· Trusting what Jesus is saying, “I want you to have joy.”

· I have told you this so that you can have joy.
· Key way of understanding this is recognize that Jesus is offering us prescriptions for our own spiritual health.

· He is giving us what we have always wanted :: 
· A way to find deep satisfaction.
· He is not telling us things that ultimately harm us

· He is a good God who wants GOOD things for us.
· We don’t ultimately obey God because we SHOULD

· Or because if we don’t God will be MAD at us.

· We obey God because he gives us the keys to a satisfied life.
· He is the loving father offering us instruction on how to be satisfied.

· We have to decide if we are going to trust him.
· God saying, “You can totally do whatever you want

· But know that pursuing things outside me, not satisfy.”

· IL – Me in late high school.  

· Look at how independent I am!

· I’ve chosen to rebel.

· How is that working for you.

· Terrible!  I am spiritually broken
· Be honest about with God about any ways that you are currently dissatisfied and trust in God daily to satisfy those places.

· Take time to consider this.

· Most of us are so busy, we never take time to be honest about our dissatisfaction.

· IL – Ministry School, training 8 people 

· 30 minutes of quiet.

· Surprised what I discovered as I sat still and became aware of longings inside me.

· If we figure out where deep longings in our soul.

· Then we can bring those things to God and ask him to meet those places.  
· Walk in authentic faith every day, banking on God to meet those.

· Live a life that says, “God, I believe that only you can ultimately fulfill those.”
· As we allow God to father us, we are able to father the world around us.

· We cannot give away what we don’t have.

· Many of us have a desire to make a difference in the world.

· To be there for the people around us in our lives

· Yet, maybe we feel like we are trying to give from an empty heart.

· AP – I want to be a great husband, father, friend, pastor, leader

· But, I find I cannot give, when my heart feels empty

· I cannot fake loving my kids, wife, friends, You all.

· It feels plastic and forced.  
· What God offers us is to experience him in these three ways.

· To receive a solid stable identity, where we know who we are.

· At the deepest parts of who we are.

· To feel loved as we bring our failures & struggles to God

· The security that comes out of that.

· To be deeply satisfied to the core of who we are

· As we trust God daily to meet all of our needs.

· THEN, From EXPERIENCING a God who is like this
· I KNOW, I have EXPERIENCED
· A God who speaks to us about who we really are.

· A God who loves us in the place of our deepest failures.

· A God who satisfies us at the deep places of our hearts.
· You too can know him and experience this.
· We are satisfied and we have something to give.

Response

· The amazing part about God

· Is that we are not just invited to KNOW more about him.

· We are invited to respond to what we have heard about who he is

· And experience him right now.

· We are going to give you an opportunity to respond in a few ways.

· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· Invite you to get ready for that.

· Opportunity to invest in this church that God building.

· To demonstrate to God that trust him with money. 

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations

· Celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, gives us life.

· Confession Table

· Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides

· After the time of reflection, feel 

· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.
· I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· WORSHIP BAND COME UP :
· PRAY

· RESPOND 
· God, I open myself up to relationship with you.  I say YES.

· God, speak my true identity to me. 

·  I want to know who you made me.

· Bring God some of your failures.

· Ask for security in the middle of that.

· God, I bring you ways that I am dissatisfied.

· I ask you to meet me in those places.

· God, would you come during this time

· We don’t want to just know about you

· We want to respond to you, because you are alive

· And want you to do great things in our lives.

· Ushers take the offering during the quiet time.

· After 3 minutes Worship Leader invite to stand

· Sing through three songs

· After three songs (12:15 to 12:18) Lead Person closes

· Wow, this has been a fun Sunday

· It;’s fun to see all that God is doing. 

· Thanks so much for being here at Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next week.

· Excited for . . . . . WHATEVER IS COMING UP 

· Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table

· If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

· Blessing:  May God give you a heart beyond yourself.  

