Enjoying God: How Creation Can help us Connect More Deeply with God 
Intro -
Duluth picture


My family and I live in Lakeside and used to work at UMD



One of my favorite things about living there is the drive Glenwood Street



In the mornings, I can see the incredible winter sunrises over the lake




Or coming home, I would come down Glenwood Street overlooking superior





Some days the lake was the deep, vibrant blue






Others it was an angry gray






And others it was that marbly blue, brown, purple & turquoise




In the winter there is a spot that reminds me of driving through the mountains




EVERY day I thought, “WOW!!! I live here!!!”




Duluth is an INCREDIBLE place to live





Woods and water, trails and beaches





Hills and stars





Birds and deer





Sunshine & fog





Summer & winter





Spring and Fall




We are ENGULFED in beauty every day!


This constant reminder to me of how good, how vast, how near



How powerful & how gentle God is


This reminder that we can ENJOY God and being with him

Today we begin a 5 week series on this thought of Enjoying God



Looking at 5 different ways we can connect with & enjoy God personally



By being with and experiencing him more deeply than we ever have before

Have you ever been in a place outside maybe by the lake or in a park

While camping or walking where you stopped and just took in the creation around you?


What was that like?


For me there is this deep sense of mystery and awe



There is this sense of something bigger, greater and nearer at work around me

I want to read a Psalm this morning 


To help us consider how we can enjoy God through creation


As I do that, maybe just listen as you look at this picture of the northern lights


Taken from the end of my driveway here in Duluth

Pic of northern lights 
Psalm 19:1-6 (NIV)  (put text in the handout, but not the PPT, include verse reference on the picture)
Ps 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 

the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Ps 19:2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 

night after night they display knowledge. 

Ps 19:3 There is no speech or language 

where their voice is not heard. 

Ps 19:4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, 

their words to the ends of the world. 

In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 

Ps 19:5 which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, 

like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 

Ps 19:6 It rises at one end of the heavens 

and makes its circuit to the other; 

nothing is hidden from its heat. 

Let’s make a couple of observations from the Psalm

1) God is constantly revealing himself to us through creation (v 1-2)

What do the skies proclaim, what do the skies say?


I pondered this question as I sat on Hawks Ridge, meditating on the Psalm


The rain speaks of provision



The sun of comfort and nearness and intensity of God’s love



The thunderstorm of power



The sunrise of beauty and creativity



The stars of vastness and greatness and wonder and mystery


King David, the writer of the Psalm says, “The heavens declare the glory of God”


For me personally, I find it difficult to watch a sunset or gaze at the stars




And to not have this profound sense there is something greater going on





That there is some creative mind behind the beauty I see





This can’t just be chance, there is too much purpose & order to it

 


And that this incredible artist, God, wanted to sign the painting





That each of us as people are part of that work of art





Interacting with this intricate and dynamic world around us

Romans 1:20
For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. (NLT)
When we take time to stop and consider the world outside

Can we not see the power of God? Or his divine beauty?


Is it that He is constantly revealing himself to us through creation?

TIP: Take time to stop and consider God’s incredible beauty & power displayed all around you.

Sometimes I wonder how many days we can MISS God?


How many days out of 365 do I complain about the Duluth weather?




It has been pretty easy this summer!!!




Winter is too cold, too snowy, not enough snow, not cold enough




Hunting season is too warm or windy




The summer is too cool or too hot or too rainy




It’s too bright, it’s too cloudy, too foggy



We find one detail and get hung up on it




Rather than going “WOW!!!! I live in Duluth!  How incredible!”





Did you see that sunset?





Did you see how those waves crashed on the rocks!





What an amazing place to live!



Stop & consider God’s incredible beauty & power around you

Second tip:

TIP: As God reveals himself to you, thank him and enjoy the incredible creation around you.


Take time to enjoy the moment and connection with Jesus


Too often we can rush away to the next thing




Rather than just enjoying the moment



I’ve been learning to do this personally and it has been super refreshing!

This leads us to our second point


2) God speaks personally to each of us (v3-4)

The Psalmist writes that there is NO speech or language where the skies voice


Cannot be heard


EVERY language!! 



This is so cool to me!



From all of us here in Duluth



To the tribal warrior, businessman, politician, athlete, mother, child



in Amazon, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Japan, Kenya, Denmark



The rich, poor, liberal, conservative, passivist and terrorist 


EVERY language!



God can, does and WANTS to speak to all people



God doesn’t “hide” himself from any person


His desire is that each of us would hear his voice and know him personally


In John 5:17, Jesus says the Father is ALWAYS working



One of the ways he does this is revealing himself to us through creation


I don’t know what your experience is, 



but God regularly speaks to me through nature!




For some of us it is music or art or the connection with others




For me it is often in the quiet of the woods on a run





Or on the lake fishing




Part of this is the way I’m wired, as I thrive outside



But it is also because I take time to stop and notice


IL – the other day I was throwing rocks with Caleb into lake superior




One of our favorite things to do together



God reminded me of 1Peter 5:7 




“cast all your anxieties on him because he cares for you”



He showed me how this was like the lake swallowing





 the rocks up as they splash and sink to the bottom




So can my anxieties can be swallowed up by God as I bring them to him


So I began to share with Jesus some of the things in my life




 that were making me anxious



….and God met me in that moment as he so often does




My anxious thoughts were covered by his very tangible love and peace




I was so grateful!



Those anxious thoughts that were playing in my mind & 





distracting me from time with my son





were taken away and peace replaced them





allowing me to myself more fully to enjoying Caleb

So here’s my tip for you:


TIP:: Make time to be outside and invite the Holy Spirit to speak personally to you


It’s not just going to happen, you have to MAKE the time




I’ve learned this is not wasted time, but time well spent 




Connecting with Jesus and allowing the Holy Spirit to speak to you




Go for a walk in the woods




Enjoy the overlooks of the lake




Take time to notice the “Little” things





A flower, bird, deer




Take your shoes off and feel the sand and water on your feet




Find a quiet outside place to sit, enjoy, be still, journal and/or breathe deep.




Go lay under the stars




Find a quiet place to enjoy a sunrise or sunset





Get up early for a sunrise - Hawks ridge or the lake at sunrise





Close your eyes and enjoy it’s warmth



… and see what the Holy Spirit will say to you!

3) God’s love is intense and dependable (v5-6)

David writes that Nothing is hidden from the heat of the sun


The sun in the Bible is often used as a sort of constant we can depend on



It is said that “nothing is hidden from the sun”




Or “As surely as the sun rises…”


Yet it also says God will outlast the sun


The sun is a reflection of the constancy, intensity and unfailing love of God



And nothing, or rather no person, is hidden from it


He doesn’t withhold his love from anybody



Rather it is we who have the choice to embrace it & receive it or to reject it


Jesus says it this way in Matthew:


Matthew 5:44-45 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 


Both the evil & the good, both the righteous & the unrighteous



Nobody has earned or deserved God’s love, he is freely giving it




Revealing himself and his love for us through it


God is constantly attempting to reveal himself to every person through creation


Creation is this huge ad campaign where God says:



I am here.  I am good.  Isn’t this amazing!



Enjoy and experience!


IL – Northern lights in Itasca – purple ribbon across the sky




Friend Dan & I sitting on a picnic table enjoying a campfire


The overcast night began to clear and from behind the clouds 




Appeared the northern lights



We shared about our experiences seeing the northern lights



As the sky above us completely opened



And the northern lights spun like a pinwheel overhead



Then rippled like waves or flames



It was the most incredible display I had ever seen!



As we talked more I asked Dan if he had even seen any color besides green




I don’t remember what he said




But I told him, “I’ve never seen anything besides the green.”



The sentence no more than came out of my mouth




And a bright purple ribbon of northern lights began waving across the sky



It was as if God were jumping into our conversation with us!




Saying, “I am here with you.  Aren’t these lights incredible?!





This purple is just for you Jay 





because I love you and want you to know that I am here with you!”

So, here are a couple tips

TIP:: Receive God’s love and all the good things he has for you.


For some of us, we have to stop trying to earn his love 



Or stop trying to show God why we deserve it



He just wants to give it to you!



So we assume the position…open hands to receive


TIP:: Trust God – that his love is MORE than enough for you in every situation and circumstance of life.



Whatever is going on, trust that his love will outlast the trial or circumstance


Trust is our reliance on the integrity, strength and ability of God




This confident expectation that he will meet us



For some of us we are smack in the middle of situation




Where this is the choice we have today




Keep trying ourselves to work things out or let go & Trust God to meet us





Some of us here, need to let go today





Receive God’s love for you and trust him to work things out

Response


The amazing part about God

o
Is that we are not just invited to KNOW more about him.

o
We are invited to respond to what we have heard about who he is

o
And experience him right now…the actually enjoy him.


We are going to give you an opportunity to respond in a few ways.

o
Start off with a time of reflection.


One song, where it is just quiet – reflect, pray.


Invite and allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you

o
During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.


Invite you to get ready for that.


To demonstrate to God that trust him with money. 


Opportunity to invest in this church that God building.


Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

o
Communion Stations


Celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus, gives us life.

o
Confession Table


Prayer requests, confessions.

o
People to pray on the sides


After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.


I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

o
Invite you to get ready to give.

o
WORSHIP BAND COME UP :


PRAY

o
RESPOND :: God, we want enjoy you more deeply.


Thank you for revealing yourself to us in this beautiful place we live


Help us to see you and experience you more deeply.


Help us to receive your love and trust you as you speak to us

I pray that you would speak to each of us personally & specifically this week through creation
Would you help us to make time to be with you outside

Ushers take the offering during the quiet time.
After three songs close

Excited for . . . . . Life  Group Start-up Party 

o
Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table


If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

o
Remember also to stop by the Get the Word Out table.  
o
Blessing:  May you enjoy God and connect deeply with him through his beautiful creation.  
