· INTRO Song :: WE SHINE 

· Interlude: Jay

· Welcome & Vision
· Announcements 

· Jay introduces that we doing something a bit different today

· Congratulates Aaron on being credentialed three weeks ago

· Take it away Aaron.

· Experiencing God :: Confession, Connection, Celebration 
· God longs for us to experience him in a real and tangible way.

· Not just learn about him, study him, do for him, but EXPERIENCE

· One of ways that we can experience God on a deeper level is through Psalms. 

· The Psalms are group of 150 really gritty, prayers, songs and poems

· Written about 1000 BC by David, King of Israel and others.

· Find them in about the middle of your Bible PAGE 369
· Today focus on two things

· The way that the Psalms help us express ourselves to God.

· They way that the Psalms help us to directly interact with God.  

· Today a little different, talk for a few minutes

· Then songs to reflect, take time doing what we are talking about.  

· Confession & Communion :: Psalm 51:1,2,4,7,10  PAGE  389    NOTES  
· I want to start off this morning talking about Confession 

· Confession is the art of dialing down

· Taking time to reflect on how we have lived

· Review the things that we have done

· Reflect on the things that we have left undone

· Then apologizing to God and others if we have offended them.

· We ask them for their forgiveness

· To bring healing to the relationship. 

· In order to learn more about confession, help us do this.

· Read a passage that has really spoken to my life.

· Written by King David after he really messed up in his life.

· READ THE TEXT  ::   There are a few things that we can take from this.  
· We ask for mercy, because of God’s great love.

· V. 1 “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love.”

· David approaches God based, not on his own goodness.

· But because he knows God as a loving / forgiving God.

· We see God;s love clearly displayed in Jesus dying for us on the cross

· Because God is just God, sin has to be accounted for.

· He cannot just ignore it.  Someone has to give account.

· Because God is loving, he provided a way for our sin to be dealt with.

· Through the death of Jesus at the cross.

· Takes away our guilt when we confess, come to him.

· We can be secure in God’s love & respond as David did in v. 2

· “Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.”

· We acknowledge we have offended God.

· V. 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned.”

· Sin is relational at it’s core.

· IL – If I punch Johnny in the nose, then I have offended our relationship.  It’s not that I have transgressed some law written somewhere, I have harmed our relationship.

· We acknowledge any ways that we have lived apart from God.  

· Things we have done that have offended God’s ways.

· Things we have done that have offended others.

· We take responsibility for our actions and apologize for what we done.
· In order to restore the broken relationship.  
· We ask God to cleanse us and create a new character in us.

· V. 7.  “Cleanse me with hyssop and I will be clean.”

· A word picture for the best cleanser of the day.  

· Use DAWN on my heart to clean the sin grease.  

· “Only you can wash away my sin.”

· It does not happen by my good works.

· It only comes through your Spirit cleansing me.

· V. 10  “Create in me a pure heart, O God.”

· Then, we take the next step and engage with God in place of sin.

· “I desire you not just to forgive this one instance.”

· “But to go beyond that and make me completely new in this area.  So that I don’t go back here.”
· The only way we can have lasting change in us, if we allow God.  

· I want to invite you to consider RESPONSE Questions, reflect, confess
· SONG SAVING GRACE :: RESPONSE QUESTIONS Time to reflect confess sins

· Then COMMUNION together

· SONG SWEETLY BROKEN
· Response Questions:

· Are there things you have done that are not good that you want to apologize to God for?

· Are there things you have left undone that you want to apologize to God for?  

· Is there anyone you have wronged that you want to go to today (or call) to apologize for?

· Confess these things.

· Then, receive his forgiveness, his peace and his love.  

· Connection :: Psalm 23:1-4a,6  PAGE  377
· One of the ways that we get to know God 

· Is through the different ways that he works for us.

· As we engage with God in daily life to bring to him what we going through

· He meets us where we are at.  

· READ TEXT :: Here is how David expressed his experience with God: aspects of God.  

· God as our Caretaker
· V. 1 “The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing.”

· We come to God with any need that we face in life.

· Ask him to work on our behalf to provide for us.

· And then rest in this place of trust knowing that he will provide.

· IL – My Finances, me coming to the place of real trust in God.

· Fully trust in his ability to provide for us.  

· God as our Restorer???????
· Word Picture:  V. 2 “He makes me lie down green pastures, he leads me beside quite waters, he refreshes my soul.”

· God is a tremendously good God who wants to restore us.  

· He longs for us to allow him to lead us into rest & peace.

· Word picture:  Green pastures, Quite waters, Restores my soul

· AP – When we are weary in life we let God restore us, lead us to place of rest.
· Matthew 11:28 “Come to me all you who are weary and heavy burdened and I will give you rest.”  

· God as our Guide
· V. 3 “He guides me along the right paths for his name sake.”

· As we seek him in life, he will guide us into his will for us, which is best.

· We pray throughout our daily life, asking him to lead us.  

· Trusting that we can hear his voice and that he will speak to us.

· IL - STORY of God changing my focus and leading me towards healing stuff  

· Impression in heart, kept searching.

· God as our Protector
· V. 4 “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil.”

· Because God is mightier than any evil that can come our way.

· When we make God our refuge in crisis, we have nothing to fear.

· We can trust that he is bigger and stronger and will protect us.
· When face crisis, cry out to God, see him as a strong fortress around us.  
· God as our Giver
· V. 6 “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life.”

· He wants to do incredible things for us.  

· Display his goodness :: He loves to give us good gifts.
· IL – guitar and amp.  

· Reveal his love to us.

· Satisfy us with his love and solidify our identity.  

· TWO SONGS :: RESPONSE QUETSIONS Consider what they are asking God to do.

· INVITATION FOUNTAIN, ARMS OPEN WIDE
· Response Questions

· How do would you like God to meet you today, in this season of life?  

· What are you asking God to do for you?  

· What do want to bring to him and ask him to do for you?

· To meet you as Caretaker, Restorer, Guide, Protector, Giver.

· Pray “God, I ask you to come / meet me in this way . . .”

· Celebration :: Psalm 103:1-5  PAGE  412
· Difficult to praise, thank, worship God some times.

· David fired up about praising God.  

· Why?  He remembered how much God done.
· Remember v. 2b “Forget not all his benefits.”  DON’T FORGET!!!  
· God completely rocks!  He is so incredibly good to his children.

· Goes on to list several of the benefits of following God.

· Some of the benefits of following God:

· He forgives our sins
· Made a way, so that we can be free from guilt & condemnation.

· He can free us from being controlled by sinful impulses.  

· He heals our bodies

· He is a powerful God who heals sickness and disease.

· AP – We’ve seen incredible miracles in the past year.

· Hep C, cancer, infertility, bad backs, morning sickness, depression, anxiety, emotional hurts.

· We can come to him in our need and have faith for healing.  

· He redeems our life

· Hebrew  “Delivers us from hell.”  

· Both eternal hell and consequences of our actions

· He takes all of our mistakes and turns them into good.

· QUOTE: Our mess in his hands becomes a masterpiece
· He crowns us with love & compassion

· He places his loyal love and compassion over our life.

· We become secure in his loyal, committed love for us.  

· And his deep compassion and concern for us as his kids.

· Which completely impacts the way that we relate to him.  

· He satisfies us with good things

· He makes us completely satisfied with who he is.

· Reference to good lover, fulfills the other person.

· No desire to look elsewhere for satisfaction.

· Will we allow him to satisfy us in this way?

· Respond

· Worship naturally comes out of a place of reflection & remembering what God has done for us and WHO he is to us, how revealed himself.  
· Take time to see all God has done, “Wow, you are awesome.”

· We cannot help but thanking God for who he is and what done.

· If we have taken the time to identify how much we thankful for

· Respond out of that awe.

· IL – Seeing healings, esp: 30 second prayer – never have worship so truly
· Lets do it:
· Check back and 15 seconds more

· This causes us to sit back and worship God 

· YOU ARE INCREDIBLE!!!!!!

· TWO SONGS :: Focus on RESPONSE QUESTIONS, how much God done for them

· YOUR LOVE NEVER FAILS, YOU NEVER LET GO

· Thanking God for those things.

· One of the things that we do on a weekly basis as expression of worship

· “Every good and perfect gift comes from God.”

· TWO CLOSING SONG???? :: At 12:10 as people leave

· SALVATION IS HERE, TAKE IT ALL 

· Response Questions

· What things in your life do you have to be thankful for?

· Look at the things that the writer of Psalm 103 is thankful for.

· Respond in saying thanks and worshiping God out of who he is and what he has done in your life.  

