Building Bridges To Help Heal Our World 1 :: Living With A Purpose To Love Others

10 years ago on golf course with my dad

· Went in club house after 9 holes to grab some food.

· Saw on the TV that someone had flown a plane into a building.

· Thought “Wow, that is awful piloting”

· Finished our round of golf

· Went up to UMD after that where I pastoring a campus ministry

· Pure chaos on the campus – kids crying, holding one another

· As if time stopped, all trying to figure out what happening 
· Even now, there can be lot of emotion attached to that event.

· Good to remember those affected.

· I would like to take a moment of silent reflection for those who died

· For service men and women who came to the aid of those suffering.

· VIDEO OF PLANES INTO TWO TOWERS

· And, yet, much of what came from 9/11 was a desire to not just remember
· But desire to do something to build a better world.  
· People responding in waves to help out immediately
· Beyond that, be part of a solution for building bridge and understanding especially the Muslim community more 
· How can we engage in making our world a better place?  
I AM STARTING A SERIES TODAY, Building Bridges To Help Heal Our World 

· INVITE CARD TO GIVE TO TWO FRIENDS INVITE THEM ALONG

· Spend a few weeks looking at how we can be part of the solution to help build bridges to others, to break down barriers that would divide people

· Build bridges between people from different areas of city

· Different backgrounds, ethnic groups, socioeconomic situations

· In order to see more unity, peace, healing & reconciliation come to

· Our neighborhoods, our city, our nation and our world.

THERES IS AN INCREDIBLE STORY THAT JESUS TELLS THAT GIVES US INSIGHT


Into ways that we can work with this idea to Live With Purpose to Love.

Luke 10:25-37 (Text in handout only, reference on screen)

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

   26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b]”

   28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

   36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”

 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

   Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

· Comment freely:

· Religious leader trying to pin Jesus down, trap him

· But also wondering how to tap in to the “eternal life”

· That was promised in the OT and that Jesus spoke of

· Jesus replies with OT Shema, that known to all Jews

· This sums up all the law in the OT and what prophets spoke of

· Then, trying to Justify himself, “I already do this”, who “neighbor”?

·  Jesus tells this story.

· Jews and Samaritans HATED one another

· Similar to Jewish / Arab conflict today in many ways.

· Jesus uses the Samaritan as the hero of the story, doing God’s way

I DON’T KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT SOMETHING ABOUT THIS STORY INSPIRES ME

· What if everyone took Jesus commandment seriously and focused on 

· Loving our neighbors, as we love our self.  (SCREEN ONLY) 
· What would our world look like, if we followed Jesus instruction?
· How might it change our families, neighborhoods, city, world?
· The thing that I love about this particular text is how ORGANIC this is

· It’s an invitation to help heal our world

· By simply doing what we can with where we are at each day.
· And loving those around us in our every day lives.

I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES AND BREAK DOWN PASSAGE

· Flush out a few more things that may be helpful as we consider this.

God offers to be the inspiration behind our effort to love others.
· Jesus starts off with “love God with all heart, soul, mind and strength.”

· THEN love neighbor as yourself.

· Jesus seems to be setting up a sort of flow of love

· That we are invited to connect with God’s love first.

· Then, out of that connection to the source of love.

· We can love others well.

· Romans 5:5  For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.  

· In my experience, this makes sense

· Because, most of the time, I don’t actually feel like loving.

· I often feel like being selfish, putting my needs first

· Having others serve me, rather than me serve them.

· I often feel like I lack strength to actually love others the way should 
· Jesus seems to be offering to be our source of love

· As we endeavor to love other people.
· Which I find super encouraging, because this endeavor is not about

· TRYING HARDER

· It is about being fueled by something outside our selves

· GOD, who gives us strength to love 

· Gives us actual, supernatural love for others.
· One of the other reasons why it can be difficult to love others

· Is because we have junk in our hearts that hamper us from loving well
· Judgment toward others, criticism toward others.

· Selfishness, anger, Prejudice people groups, fear of others.

· That we simply can’t get rid of.

· Question comes up with events like 9/11 

· “What’s wrong with the world.”   SCREEN ONLY 1st 
· When asked CK Chesterton, wrote back “I am”  SCREEN ONLY
· If we are honest about where our hearts are really at

· There can be awful stuff in there that prevent us from loving.

· Doing what we really want to do.

· Paul, who wrote a lot of letters in NT, struggles with same thing

· Talks about it in letter to church in Rome

· Romans 7:15-8:2 TEXT HANDOUT ONLY, REFFERENCE SCREEN
· The trouble is with me, for I am all too human, am a slave to sin.  I don’t really understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it.  I want to do what is right, but I can’t.  I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t want to do what is wrong, but I do it anyway.  But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.  I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong.  I love God’s law with all my heart.  But there is another power within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me.  Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death?  Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.  And because you belong to [Jesus], the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death.  
· The problem with the world is that you and I suffer with 

· Inner pollution, often times called “sin”

· Any dysfunctional places in our lives that want to live for our selves, rather than God or others. 

· Jesus uniquely offers to free us from any inner dysfunction that would keep us from loving others.

· So that we can be part of the solution, rather than part of the problem.

· So, rather than looking at what is wrong with and need to change everyone else

· I can own my fear, prejudice, anger and get freedom from it

· IL – I remember a distinct encounter I had with some renters in Woodland

· Series of nights shooting off fireworks outside of our house at 3am

· Dog terrified, jumping in bed with us – slobbering

· Waking up Aria, who was 6 months old at the time.

· My honest first reaction, was, to grab my 12 gauge shotgun

· Go outside and make a citizen’s arrest

· OR to go over to bang on their door at 6:00 next morning

· Wake them up in their still drunken stupor

· At the time that the rest of the world has to get up

· “God, you have to help me find a way to build a bridge here.”
· Went over the next day after got home from work

· I was less angry, they were less drunk

· “My name is Ryan, live down the street.

· “Don’t know if you realize this, but when you fireworks

· You wake up my baby.”

· I am so sorry.  I had no idea.  
Good things pour into our life as we actively love our “neighbors”.  
· The reason why this religious leader came to Jesus in the first place

· Was to see how he could receive this “good life” or “eternal life”

· That he had heard about as a boy, from OT teachings

· And that Jesus often spoke of.

· “How can I tap in to this “life to the full” that you seem to be offering?”

· Jesus answered with this story

· Essentially saying, “When you begin to love your neighbors, then you will receive good things in your own life.”

· Both measurable benefits and immeasurable benefits will come your way.

· It’s almost as if we tap into this flow of blessing that we did not know was previously available.

· I recently had something happen that made me feel like this is true

· IL – We moved in to our home a year ago, August

· House next to us vacant, so prayed for great neighbors

· Aria, “A little girl her age.”

· This past spring, guy come over to introduce himself

· “We just bought the house next door”

· “We have a 4 year old, little girl.”

· 2 weeks after move in, their water pipe bursts in bathroom

· Water everywhere, literally

· Told me about it

· Now, I am a really, really busy guy

· Church stuff, soccer, weddings, family, friends

· House projects.   You know how it goes.

· But I felt compelled to help him out.

· “When can I come over and lend a hand?”

· Spent two days helping him rip out his old wood.

· Found, that, as I did that, what Jesus said = true

· Felt connected to him as a friend

· Our families felt bonded together

· Unexpectedly offered to help me with sauna roof

· Seems as though, Jesus is telling us that benefits come our way

· As we make effort to love our neighbors.

· Who is our neighbor?  
· Jesus blows up the definition of neighbor

· “Anyone we are in proximity to, that has a need.”

· This Samaritan man, walking through day, sees a person in need

· Someone who was in his life, who he had ability to help.

· Who are you realistically able to help and love?

· Who is naturally around your life that you can do this toward?

· Coworkers, family members, folks in church community

· Your literal neighbors.

· We tend to think about these things on such a global level,

· Which can be really good.

· But it can also be overwhelming.

· Jesus seems to be saying that the way to help change the world

· The way to start this revolution of love

· Is to love & serve those who around your life every day.

· You don’t have to look too far or be too creative.

· You don’t have to travel to other countries or wait for special event.

· There are most likely people you can love who are right around you now in your every day life.

Compassion is the impetus for loving others. 

· In my opinion, the most powerful aspect of this whole story

· Is the fact that the hero in the story, The Samaritan man

· Took time out of his day to help and serve someone his clan hated!
· People from own clan walked by, he HELPED!  
· There was TREMENDOUS ethnic hatred between the Jews & Samaritans then

· Similar to Jewish & Palestinian conflict in Middle East today

· Told their whole life that these “other people” inferior

· They are not worth anything, don’t talk to them, care about 

· And, yet, you see the hero of this story, breaking through this stereotype
· And go to great lengths to help his enemy . . . 
· WHY?

· Because He saw the man as a person, not a stereotype.  SCREEN ONLY
· When the hero of story, The Samaritan, saw wounded guy, half dead.
· Probably all of those stereotypes he had been told

· Running through his head

· But he SAW with his eyes, in this person’s need and weakness

· And had COMPASSION for him as a human being

· He was not stereotype, he was a person.
· He was not some inferior ethnic group, her was a human.

· He was not all the things he had been told in fear, he was real!
· If we allow ourselves to be filled with compassion for others as fellow human beings, what stereotypes might it break in our own hearts?

· Who might we have judgment toward, because we see as stereotype and not as a person?

· Maybe getting to know that person, that group of people, that demographic, would give us compassion for them as people and help to erode any stereotypes we have of others.

· IL What happened recently with Christian extremist in Norway

· Began to feel what some Muslims did post-9/11

· IL – Began getting to know Muslims after 9/11

· They are not jihadist, suicide bombers, most are great folks
· IL – Guy living in a neighborhood, saw someone bought house kitty corner

· Spring, grass began to grow, get long, yard looked trashy

· Got infuriated about their neighborhood going down.

· Left them a note to clean it up.  Going to call city

· Went over one last time before filed complaint

· Met the owner of the home:  Single mom, husband died 2 years 

· Working 2 jobs to make ends meet

· Had her mother living with her, who dying of terminal cancer.

· Guy stood on the porch of house and began to cry.

· Because he got to know them, attitude changed from judgment to “how can I serve you.”

· Went home, got lawn mower, what else can I do?
· Radical love, fueled by compassion is the only way to stop the cycle of judgment and violence and bring healing into our world.  

· An eye for an eye does not work

· I kill one of your clan, you kill two from mine, I kill 3 of yours
· Responding in same spirit continues cycle of violence.  
· Jesus calling us into a powerful new way of living.

· Where we don’t engage in the violence, stereotyping, hostility

· We take the higher road of love that can heal any situation.

· “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.”  1 Peter 4:8
· Where we respond in an opposite way to those oppressing us

· Love has tendency to 
Love, done right, translates into costly action (but is always worth it).
· Remembering that God offers to back us as we love others.

· Both by giving us the actual power to love others

· And be erasing any barrier in our own hearts to loving others.

· Love is not a just a feeling or sentiment

· Love is fueled by compassion and feeling.

· But, true love does not stop there.  

· Love in its fullest capacity, takes action.  SCREEN ONLY
· IL - One of the things that I enjoy doing a lot as a pastor is Counseling Couples

· Getting ready to get married.

· 12 hours with me, plus homework,

· One of the themes that I cover over and over again is 

· WHAT IS LOVE?

· Love is a choice to love and serve your partner

· In the ways that they feel, experience your love

· Counseling people who have been married for long time

· Those who have BOTH PARTNERS investing in relationship

· Do exceedingly well.

· Those who only one partner investing, does not do so well.

· Question we have been asking our selves as a community.

· Leap of faith last year

· Praying for God to show us . . . 

· How might we as individuals and as a church community be part of loving our city better?

· A year and a half ago, began inviting group of pastors from churches

· To Hillside Church for a series of lunches.

· Goal: Just to get to know one another and build unity.

· Lunches were great – the pastors began getting to know one another

· Began to trust one another.

· One common question began to emerge

· How could we do something together as group of churches

· To love and serve our city?

· Me and another local pastor came across an idea from friend

· In West Denver Colorado

· Building Blocks:  Rediscovering The Art of Neighboring
· What if took Jesus commandment to Love Neighbors literally?

· What if we purposed to love our actual neighbors?

· Get to know them, pray for them, serve them?
· SHOW VIDEO HERE???

· Over 42 churches are participating.

· With over ____________ people represented.
Taking about changing the world, sounds awesome

· But, where do we start?

· Building bridges to heal our world starts with us loving and serving those already around us (like Samaritan man)

· What if we did actually live out Jesus commandment to Love our Neighbors?

· TAKE OUT ½ SHEET FROM WEEKLY

· Take a little quiz

· List names of eight closest neighbors (if apartment, vertical)

· List some specific details about what you know

· List some of their hopes, dreams and fears?

· I know when I did this 4 months ago, I was not very good at it

· Encouraged me to do a better job this summer before I stood up here.

· Goal, over the next 5 weeks specifically

· To begin to get to know, to pray for, to serve our neighbors

· WITH NO AGENDA

· Magnets, that you can put on fridge that write on as you find info.
· Put on fridge and fill out as you get to know over 5 weeks
· Weather is still nice, so folks outside.

· Spend the fall getting to know them

· Build bridges right in our own neighborhoods.
· Take out ¼ page golden sheet

· One of the things that doing over next 5 weeks

· Sign up on Buildblocks.org

· See as other folks sign on for this, different churches, walks of life

RESPONSE

· Who here would say, “I want to be filled with God’s radical love”

· “So that I can be part of helping to heal our world.”

· TELL HIM NOW, GOD I WANT THAT

· Who here would join in this endeavor to live out Jesus command to love neighbor

· How many of you commit to try this over 5 weeks, this fall?

· “God, I ask for your strength and compassion as I do this.”

