Creating Space For Miracle Moments
INTRO STORY

· Jay and I coming home from conference in Boston early August.

· Flying together.  Coming down the isle, see that our row, 3 seats

· He has the middle, “Ha, Ha, sucka.”  

· When I fly, I like to listen to music and read.

· Jay sits next to guy, they begin conversation. I think “Whew!”

· Look over half way through, yukking it up, “Glad that’s not me.”

· Get off the plane, I read ½ of a book, kind of good.

· Jay, “That was an absolutely incredible conversation.  Man that great!

· I get a call from guy in our church, Dave Warner,

· Heard my talk last Sunday about being a good neighbor.

· Dave drives a truck all week long.  

· Had just dropped of his load, wind started picking up.

· Saw older guy with tarp, flapping in wind, difficulty.

· Dave was going to pull away, get on road, “He’s Your Neighbor.”

· Alright God.  Got out.  Helped him.

· Guy at the end, “Thank for Good Samaritan Act!”

· Dave got back in truck, so jazzed that called office

· Talked about how much he encouraged in middle of day.
WHAT I FIND COMPELLING ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE THAT JAY & DAVE HAD

They felt so encouraged, had such a powerful experience . . . 

By making time for others, right in the middle of everyday life.

WE ARE IN WEEK TWO OF A SERIES THAT I’M CALLING

Building Bridges To Help Heal Our World (SLIDE WITH LOGO)
· We are exploring ways that we can be part of building bridges of relationships in our neighborhoods, workplaces, city and wider world.

· In order to bring more peace and unity to those spheres.

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THIS, WE LAUNCHED A CITY-WIDE Neighboring Initiative

Been meeting with the Mayor, have a total of 42 churches involved


RUN PROMO VIDEO FOR NEIGHBORING.
I’D LIKE TO DO A LITTLE EXPERIMENT

Take out the Building Blocks Sheet (SLIDE WITH BUILDING BLOCK SHEET)
· Some of you did this last week

· If so, maybe you’d consider adding to what you did.

· If not, imagine that this is your neighborhood or apartment

· Ask you a series of three questions.

· (All three, one at a time, on slide OVER building block logo)

· What are the names of your eight closest neighbors?

· What is something personal you know about them?  

· What are their hopes, dreams and fears?

THIS INITIATIVE SEEMS SO SIMPLE AND YET IT HAS SUCH POWER.

· 42 churches who are involved

· Every individual in those churches involved in loving, serving their neighbors

· Has the potential to impact 40,000 households.
· Mayor commented, “This has the power to have significant impact in Duluth at a grass root level.”

WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE FOR US TO CREATE SPACE IN OUR LIVES FOR THIS

· If these relationships can be so rich, powerful, 
· How make space in our lives for more of these opportunities?
Story of Jesus that find lots of really powerful insight into this.

Mark 5:21-43
Let me offer 

A few thoughts on how we can create space in our life for miracle moments. 
Jesus found opportunity in the interruptions and down times in life.
· What’s striking to me about watching Jesus in the flow of the busyness of his life and ministry is he doesn’t seem to get stressed out.

· Super tempted to do so:

· Literally hundreds if not thousands of people crowding him.

· Everyone’s problem was alarming to them, so wanted attention

· Working early in the morning until late at night.

· Jesus actually seems to welcome the interruptions

· The miracles seemed to happen IN the interruptions.

· In the imperfect times.

· In the times when could be potentially stressed.

· In the flow of every day.

· He took advantage of those opportunities 
· Rather than being frustrated at them.

· He discovered the power, unseen opportunities all around him.
· He was powerfully impacted by these moments. 
· Look at interaction of woman with bleeding.

· JESUS IS MOVED>

· He opens his eyes to the opportunity and is IMPACTED by it.

· Lots of people had been healed 

· But not too in a hurry to see her eyes, her joy of being freed.

· Everything stopped and took that moment in.

· Something for us in here.

· What if there is power and life waiting for us in the interruptions of life?  SCREEN ONLY
· What if we could learn to simplify our lives, be not so busy, to take in more of these opportunities?  SCREEN 
· There are extraordinary, spiritual opportunities waiting for us, if we can learn how to relax and enjoy the interruptions of everyday life.  

· This is what Jay stumbled upon while on plane.

· Jazzed at the experience that they had.

· This is what Dave stumbled upon while trucking.
· Powerfully impacted when helped other guy with tarp.
How might we create space for more of these supernatural experiences in our ordinary life?
· Stay home on a Saturday and don’t plan anything to do.

· One afternoon, working in front garden, started talking to neighbor

· Invited her son over to swing, then other neighbor, 

· Talking until dinner time – I will throw on burgers.

· Walks in the neighborhood in wagon with kids

· Kids, dogs are advantage (cats, guinea pigs)

· Get to know neighbors, make room for spontaneous.

· One family is part of throwing a Halloween party in neighborhood.

· All the kids, families and people together, eating, laughing.

· One mom in our church, going to park, lots of moms

· Started a mom’s group out of that.

· Me coaching Aria’s soccer team.

· Opportunity to get to know folks outside of my normal sphere.

· Creates opportunities for relationship.
Jesus found provision and security from God and gave to others out of that place of abundance.
· To be honest, one of the things that freaks me out about even the talk of

· Stuff like CARVING OUT TIME, loving my neighbor

· Is that I don’t feel like I have enough time for myself, my family MY needs

· Maybe you feel the same way.

· I am just trying to survive life, here

· Asking me to go beyond this to minister to others?

· Even if there are great opportunities awaiting me.

· Not sure that I can or want to take time for them.

· One of the things that you notice about Jesus’ life was willingness to give

· He is very, very available to people to give them what they need.

· Physical healing, supernatural freedom, attention.

· How is this possible?

· I would venture that it has something to do with Jesus’ view of who God is and what God can do in our lives.

· Luke 11:11-13 11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[a] a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· Powerful illustration of the character of God that Jesus knew by experience.

· God willingly wants to give us what we need when we ask.

· Jesus knew and trusted God to give him all that he needed for life.

· He was settled and secure in the fact that God would provide for what he needed, so not trying to guard his time or energy.

· Not always consumed with himself, worried about own needs.

· RYAN< REMEMBER TO BUY 5 LOAVES OF BREAD FOR SUNDAY

· IL – Let’s say that you are hungry and have one little piece of bread.

· Someone comes to you, they hungry, and asks you for a piece

· How likely are you to give it away?
· What if you hungry, someone asks you for piece . . .
· But now, you have a whole loaf.

· What if you are hungry, someone asks you for piece

· But your Father, hands you whole bag of loaves

· Not just feed self and neighbor, but extend it out.

· Matthew 10:8  “Freely you have received, freely give.”
· God is not asking us to give away what we do not have.

· As we consider things like Loving Our Neighbor

· God is inviting us first off to experience his provision in our lives

· Then, as we receive from God, get our needs met, we give out of security and abundance.

· Which seems to me to be a cool way to live.

· God is looking to meet our needs

· SO THAT we’ve experienced his provision and goodness

· Naturally share that with others around us.

· Be honest with God about any needs that you have and wait on him to meet those needs.  After he has done so, share out of that experience of provision and abundance.

· What are the natural needs that you have that barriers to you giving freely to those around you?
· Time, energy, money, worried about future, provision

· Maybe just too consumed with self.

· Opportunity to bring those to God, ask him to meet those.

· After you  have experienced something good from God

· Share out of that experience of abundance.

· IL – One of the most fun times that we’ve had as family

· Threw a huge Lamb Roast after got our house.

· To celebrate and proclaim that God is faithful.

· Encouraged others who in that place of waiting.

Jesus paid attention to the where God was already at work around him.
· One of my favorite things to do when in warmer parts of the world

· Is to surf

· PICTURE OF JAY AND I IN SOUTHERN NICARAGUA?

· It is an absolutely incredible feeling, riding a wave.

· One of the joys of it, for me, is that learn to identity power of wave

· When one coming that is good to ride.

· Key to surfing, is that you not creating waves.

· You just have to ride them.

· One of the coolest things to me, about the way that Jesus operates

· Is, he is not trying to make things happen.

· He is just trying to identify where God at work

· And then flow with that.

· John 5:19 :: I do only what I see the Father doing.

· Interaction with woman with bleeding

· He did not even really do anything.

· She touched HIM and power went out.

· Which, seems to me, to take the pressure off of us to DO SOMETHING

· Pressure to MAKE SOMETHING HAPPEN>

· We’re invited to recognize where God is already at work.

· And simply ride that wave.

· Cooperate with what God is doing.

· IL – To a large degree, this is how whole Sex Trafficking thing happened

· Erin Aili had passion for years for this, lots of prayer.

· But we would feel God leading, make a phone call, 

· Connect with someone in a meeting

· See if that door opened.

· If it did, we simply tried to be faithful with that.

· Pretty soon, bunch of organizations involved in this.

· Biggest event for Human Trafficking in Duluth EVER

· IL – Or neighboring initiative.

· Just began when I felt God said to invite a few pastors over

· Had a dream, followed up with idea, talked to Mayor

· Now 42 churches, HOW MANY PEOPLE involved.
· Look at what Paul, writer in NT says about how God operates.

· He’s seen this time and time again in the churches he visits

· Common in the life of early followers of Jesus.
· Ephesians 3:20 
· God able to do exceedingly, abundantly above all ask or imagine.

Offer yourself to God and ask “Where are you already at work around my life?”
· What is God already up to in your neighborhood?

· Neighbor that you have special connection with?

· Initiative that is going on that you could be part of?  (Security)

· What is God already up to in your relationships?

· Coworkers, friends, 

· IL – Talking with someone last week, building friendship with coworker.  Natural opportunity came up to pray for them.

· They felt very helped by it.

· IL – Someone earlier this week who been talking about HC to a friend.

· Friend said, “sounds like a great place.  Wanted to check it out”

· Came last Sunday and impacted powerfully.

I THINK, IN A LOT OF WAYS, CREATING SPACE IN OUR LIFE FOR MIRACLE MOMENTS IS EASIER THAN WE THINK . . . 

VIDEO #2 From Building Blocks Neighboring DVD
So, what I think that Jay tapped in to, on the plane

· When he just struck up a conversation with guy next to him

· And it turned out to be a powerful experience.  
And Dave Werner tapped into when hauling a load last Monday

· After we talked about being a good neighbor Sunday

· Helped the guy with tarp

· Felt incredible afterward.  

Our every day lives are filled with opportunities for these miracle moments. 

· We don’t have to create the opportunities, just become aware of them

· God is already working around us, open our eyes to see it.
· Going to be exciting to see what happens as we do this together.

· See how it strengthens our neighborhoods and city

· Curious to see what the ongoing response of Mayor is.

WOULD YOU DO ME A FAVOR AND TAKE OUT ORGANGE SHEET?


(COULD WE MAKE A PICTURE SLIDE OF THIS?)
I want to invite each of you to take a moment and fill this out

· One of the things that we are doing, is putting this on web map


· As people from all 42 churches respond, write down FIRST NAME

· Plug it in our web map

· Be able to see who participating from our local area.

Response

· We are going to take a few minutes to respond.  Here’s how.
· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· If you are part of Hillside Church, invite you to get ready

· Two compelling reasons why people give generously.

· To invest in what God is doing through our church.

· Surest way to financial blessing, through generous giving

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations  :Celebrate death, resurrection of Jesus, gives life.
· Confession Table  ::  Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides   ::  After the time of reflection, feel 

· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.

· I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· WORSHIP BAND COME UP :

· PRAYER RESPONSE

· Here today and want to ask God to OPEN EYES 

· To unseen opportunities around your life

· God, where are you already working in my life?

· Maybe you love the idea of this endeavor, but find resistance in you.

· Tendency to want to guard your life, time, energy, resources.

· “I want to know you as God who provide for me = abundance.”

· So I can give out of that place.
· RESPOND NOW ::  I INVITE YOU IN TO MY LIFE IN DEEPER WAY

· I WANT WHAT THE EARLY CHURCH EXPERIENCED THAT DAY

· COME TO THE FRONT TO GET PRAYER – FILLED WITH GOD

· WAIT :: come, Spirit of God

· We wait for you and want to engage with you.  

· Ushers take the offering during the quiet time.

· After 3 minutes Worship Leader invite to stand

· Sing through three songs

· After three songs (12:15 to 12:18) Lead Person closes

· Wow, this has been a fun Sunday.  Fun to see what God doing.  
· Thanks so much for being here at Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next week.

· Excited for THIS SERIES, hear what happens.   

· Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table

· If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

· Blessing:  May you allow God to fill you with his incredible love

· So that you would share that love with neighborhood.
· Help build bridges to heal our world,
