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Luke 5.27-32 :: 27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 

 

Two noteworthy thoughts related to this passage:

 

Life with Jesus is meant to be like going to a fantastic    party   .

 

 

Luke 14.1-24 :: The Parable of the Great Banquet

 


“I have come, that you may have life to the full”  Jesus.

 

 

God wants us to    experience    a bunch of really good things from him.

 

 

 

A few thoughts on how we might consider living this out:

 

Be honest about and confront any    stereotypes    that you have personally.  

 

 

Ask Jesus to help you    love    whatever person is in front of you at any given moment.

 

 

 

Take a next step to act on any    passions    that you have to make the world a better place.  

 

 

 

Throw a    party    and invite people around your life (paying particular attention to those you may not normally invite).

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for thought & further discussion:

1.  What has struck you so far in our endeavor to Love Our Neighbors?

2.  Do you have any stories – awkward or great – from when you’ve tried to get to know or serve those around you in everyday life?

3.  Read Luke 5.27-32. What stands out to you?

a.  What is the Pharisees big deal?  Why?

b.   How do you think that Levi felt? 

c.   What do you see in Jesus?  What is his response? 

4.  How is a banquet or party synonymous with what God is offering the wider world?

a.   Read Luke 14.1-24

b.  What do you notice here about God’s heart?

c.   What kind of people are invited in to God’s party?

5.  What kinds of barriers do we see Jesus breaking down here with Levi?

a.  Are there other stories you remember where Jesus does something similar?

6.  Who are other folks in society who may be deemed “scum”?

a.  How do you feel about this?

b.  What do you think Jesus would encourage us to do about this?

7.  Review the suggestions at the end

a.  Which do you feel you’d like to do in response?

 

