I GREW UP IN A PRETTY BOISTEROUS FAMILY

· My heritage on my mom’s side is 100% Polish

· Emigrated to the US in late 1800’s

· Settled here in Duluth, farmstead by Marshall.    Lilacs, great grandpa
· Eastern European family that was really loud, energetic.

· Even though not large extended family

· Events like Thanksgiving, Christmas always really festive and fun.

· One of the values of our family (particularly of my Grandmother Fran)

· Was that, when we had a party or celebration

· Everyone was invited.

· Not only did she want us to have an extraordinary time

· But she also wanted to make sure that doors were open others
· So, over the years, we invited people to our festivities, Christmas

· Remember some interesting memories.

· One year had a Native American Indian from Pueblo tribe in AZ

· Live radio broadcast from my uncle’s living room, local raido

· Playing native Pueblo songs and Christmas Music in Spanish

· One year, had a guy from Transylvania and woman from Sri Lanka

· One year, guy, who many of you knew, grew up in Nigeria, spoke with English accent. ex-gang banger, from Crips, who coming to Hillside Church and Ex-prostitutes

· What made these experiences so rich was that 

· We had an incredible time of celebration, always a great time.
· Invited others to join us

· As we did that, made the celebration even richer.

WE ARE IN WEEK THREE OF SERIES “Building Bridges to Help Heal Our World
· Past few weeks talking about how we can build bridges of relationship with those around us every day – workplace, neighborhood, friend circles

· In order to bring more reconciliation, peace and strength to those areas.

INTRODUCED THE PREMISE OF THE WHOLE SERIES IN WEEK ONE

· What if we took second part of Jesus great commandment seriously?

· To love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 
· It sounds so simple and yet can prove so powerful.

AT THE SAME TIME, KICKED OFF A CITY-WIDE INITIATIVE TO LIVE THIS OUT

· Start doing this buy getting to know our ACTUAL NEIGHBORS..

NEIGHBORING PROMO VIDEO – MEDIA TEAM
IT’S BEEN EXCITING TO SEE THE RESPONSE among you all in first two weeks 

· There are 91 households who signed up so far among you.
· There are 42 churches that are doing this with us, right now.

· 5,000 families in the Duluth area who participating

· Potential to impact 40,000 homes.

VERY SIMPLE GOAL AT CENTER OF THIS:  

BE INTENTIONAL GETTING TO KNOW NEIGHBORS OVER 5 WEEKS & AFTER

· Magnets in back (SLIDE of Building Blocks sheet / magnet looks like)

I’VE HEARD SOME REALLY GREAT STORIES OF HOW INCREDIBLE YOU FOUND THIS TO BE AS YOU’VE TAKEN UP THE CHALLENGE.

· Common response it takes time, effort, awkward at times.

· But been very rich and rewarding.

THERE IS AN INTERESTING INTERACTION THAT JESUS HAD 
THAT WE MIGHT FIND ENCOURAGING IN OUR ENDEAVOR TO LOVE NEIGHBORS

And build bridges in our world.
Luke 5:27-32
Two noteworthy thoughts related to this passage:
Life with Jesus is meant to be like going to a fantastic party.
· As you study through the text of scripture

· Seems like Jesus is either hanging out at a party

· Or talking about how God’s Kingdom, like a great party.

· Another text in . . . 

· Luke 14:1-24 :: The Parable of the Great Banquet (reference only)

· Ryan, paraphrase the story.

· This rich man prepares a great feast

· Sends out invitation to many different people

· People being to respond, I am busy, for one reason

· Party thrower bit upset, this going to be AWESOME

· Don’t want people to miss out

· Sends out more invites, some respond

· Servant, “Still room”  

· Go to highways and byways to invite ALL that FULL

· Something powerful here in both Jesus actions as a person

· And his stories illustrating what life in Jesus is like.

· It is like going to an awesome party.
· WHO DOESN’T LIKE GOING TO PARTIES

· Everyone will like what Jesus ultimately offers 

· I feel like I saw this in the life of my grandmother

· Celebrating God’s goodness in family festivities

· Inviting others in to be part of it as well.

· They always said to me, “I felt so welcomed, part of family.”

· From the earliest days of Christianity, what God offering humanity called

· What Jesus offered was called :: The Good News.  (screen only)
· At the center of it is Jesus, who came to give us incredible things

· As he said it
· “I have come, that you may have life to the full”  Jesus.
· You see a similar theme in Jesus’ reply in verse 31

· Pharisees berating Jesus for hanging with the wrong crowd

· Uptight religious leaders that follow Jesus making sure he follows all their rules – which he never does.  

· Jesus “ You don’t understand what I am doing here.”  “Don’t get it”

· I am offering anyone who wants it, really great things.

· V.31 & 32 READ

· I have come to help those who feel spiritually wounded inside

· To heal our broken hearts

· To help us in our relationships

· To give us overarching purpose for our life

· To free us from inner compulsions or addictions.
· To free us from negative emotions – fear, jealousy, anxiety, 
· God wants us to experience a bunch of really good things from him.

· Tragic misunderstanding of God that we can have.

· God as our boss

· We are like little ant workers, We work for God

· We obey so that he does not get mad at us.
· Christianity becomes about what we can do for God.
· The opposite seems to be true when understand God’s offer

· I want to come and help YOU

· I want to do good for YOU

· I want you to experience my goodness
· Christianity is about what God can do for us

· Our response to that experience.  

· It’s an important distinction with life altering implications. 
· Hence, the thrust at the end of the passage.

· I want people to come and experience GOOD THIGNS FROM ME
· Party is perfect analogy for this . . . 
Jesus breaks down barriers to make sure everyone knows they are invited to God’s party. 
· The thrust of this passage is angry religious leaders furious that Jesus

· Hanging around with the wrong crowd.

· “Tax Collectors”  rich, dishonest, taking advantage of others.

· Jesus WHAT ARE YOU DOING HANGING AROUND THEM?

· They even go as far as to call them “Scum”

· Imagine how impacted you would be if you were Levi

· Jesus, this incredible and powerful teacher and leader

· Invites YOU to be his disciple.

· What?  You must have the wrong person?

· You don’t know who I am, how bad I have done.

· Jesus, “Yes I do, but I love you anyway.  

· I don’t see you for what you are now.

· I see you for who you can be as you follow me.

· Let’s take a journey of spiritual growth together.

· Invites him to follow after him, center life on him.

· What Jesus is still up to today.

· This kind of activity is scandalously, par for the course with Jesus.

· He always seems to be hanging out with the least likely.

· Disciples = fisherman, revolutionary, stogy religious leader

· Followers = ex-prostitutes, thieves, poor, outcasts

· Speaks about WHO the Kingdom of God is for Sermon on Mount

· Luke 6:20-21 (written in notes, please)
· This is WHO the message of God is for. 
· Any time that religion seeks to create boundaries who IN and OUT

· It is a polluted version of what Jesus came to do, teach

· Dangerous for those who part of it.   

· Damaging to wider world.  
· Jesus is all about breaking down barriers to make sure 

· People of all backgrounds, walks of life know INVITED.

· IL - Joy Friedman and church experience “too dirty”
· I wanted to get help, get out of situation

· Raised in a church.  Thought. “I will go there.”

· When got to the door, all dirty and bruised and street worn.

· “I am sorry, you are too dirty to come in here.”

· It broke me.

· Why we want to orient our lives around what Jesus response would be

· The kind of church that welcomes all folks

· Tax Collectors like Levi – spiritually broken rick folks

· Folks who don’t have it all together.
· Different backgrounds and walks of life.
· One of reasons why many of you so passionate about Victims of Sex Trafficking and our initiative in that.
· Shocking to discover that more than 500 women and girls in this area 
· Caught up in this lifestyle.  
· This is not a hand full of street-walking prostitutes, though part. 

· Some of them have no way out – drugs, poverty, abuse.
· We want to give them a positive option

· Future, create a place where they can come, be taken care of

· Kozy apartments or working farm.  
· Why we passionate about doing something.

· Because society may see them as object or even scum

· But Jesus sees them as valuable.

· Invites us to see what he sees

· They are precious women & girls

· They have a future.

· They are loved by God
· They are victims and need rescue.

· What other folks in society fit society’s definition of “scum”?  (SCREEN)
· How could we begin to build bridges to them, so that they too know that they are invited to experience great things from God?  (SCREEN ONLY?)
Part of what I find encouraging about this is . . . 

· As we participate with God by inviting others in, we experience a richness in life not possible otherwise.
· Incredible part about this, is the way that Jesus invites us 

· To be the inviters to his party.

· Once we’ve experienced the greatness of what God offers

· He invites us to continually invite others in to this

· Telling others that God is throwing quite awesome party

· And that they are, for sure invited.

· Invite them in by 

· Inviting them to be part of our community at HC

· Inviting them into our homes

· Creating space to be there for them if they need something
· What I experienced with my Grandmother and family.

· We are not going to have our own private fun.

· We are going to celebrate and enjoy

· But “the more the merrier.”

· We are going to make sure that no one left out.

· In that, experienced such rich experiences

· See my kids interacting with variety of folks

· My life encouraged and blessed as a result.
· The holidays are ALWAYS much richer!
· That’s why I think that this neighboring initiative is so powerful.

· It drives right to the heart of what God is up to in our world.

· We get to be part of his awesome mission 

· Of inviting others in to experience his goodness

· Through our lives

· Becomes a powerful, yet very simple and organic endeavor.

· How many opportunities are waiting in our ordinary lives

· To help meet the needs of others.

· And in the process, experience surprising blessing.

· Sure, it takes time, effort, awkward at times.

· But absolutely incredible when able to see someone touched by us breaking down barriers in our lives and city.
· It takes effort, but it is always WORTH IT
NEIGHBORING VIDEO #2  MEDIA TEAM
Allow me to offer 

A few thoughts on how we might consider living this out:
Be honest about and confront any stereotypes that you have personally.  
· IF we are honest, I wonder if there are stereotypes that we hold.

· Ways that we look like the Pharisees in this story.  

· Do we want to be like the Pharisees here?

· See their attitude and actions – repulsed, critical, angry.
· Some of what religion become – same reaction from wider world.
· See this and think, “I never want to be like THAT!”
· This is what is so compelling about centering our lives on Jesus
· Warm, inviting, considerate, loving

· We all would want to be more like that.  
· One of the things that been MOVING for me, as informed with Sex Trafficking

· Uncomfortable for me at times.

· But as learned more and more about the reality of these women & girls

· Broke stereotypes of handful of street prostitutes and they want it

· To 500 or so in our area, many no other hope.

· As a man, stand against the exploitation of women in any regard.
As Jesus to help you love whatever person is in front of you at any given moment.
· That he would give you the kind of heart to love a person like Levi

· To give you compassion for ALL people around you

· Humility to recognize that we are all broken, all annoying

· Especially if there is a person or group of people who annoy you

· Coworker who really bugs you

· Neighbor who does annoying things

· This neighboring thing is not all easy

· It’s sometime about confronting conflict and resolving it in a positive way.

· Family member or inlaw.

Take a next step to act on any passions that you have to make the world a better place.  
· I’d venture to say, that, at some point in your life

· You have felt or thought about way to make world better

· Maybe while watching a movie or documentary or news show

· Or talking to a friend.

· Maybe something resonates in your heart 


· Youth, the homeless, fatherless kids, 

· University students, other cultures, the unchurched

· See this in the life of Jesus

· Way he breaks down those barriers, invites us to join him

· Compelling vision of what our lives can be about.  

· ERIN AILI – Sitting in red chairs 4 years ago

· Prayed dangerous prayer 

· “God, break my heart for what breaks yours”
· God put a dream in her heart to help and serve 

· those caught in Sex trafficking

· Unassuming, not think of self as leader type

· Vision that has become part of our vision.

· If Erin can do it, you can do it.

· For those of you who have a vision, time to do something
· Take the next step by talking to Life Group about it

· Maybe sitting down with pastor here – Nikki, Jay or me
· If not have one, pray prayer that Erin prayed “Break my heart”
· If you want to be part of the solution, help with Sex Trafficking endeavor

· But maybe you missed the meeting last week.

· Meeting next Sunday evening, October 2

· Sign up on Connection Sheet and we’ll get you details.

Throw a party and invite people around your life (paying particular attention to those you may not normally invite).
· One thing that I learned from my Grandma Fran

· Is how powerful a party can really be

· A party can be a great place to connect with others 

· Celebrate life, share fun times, place of connection, family
· Maybe you’d consider throwing some kind of fall party, before winter
· Or some kind of NO-HIBERNATION party this winter

· Lots of folks looking for fun things to do

· Not lots of people who are INITIATING those things.

· Take a cue from Jesus in this and not just invite those comfortable with

· But invite folks from outside our normal sphere

· Reproduce this “everyone is invited to the party” example of Jesus.

· Find that, as you do that, incredibly blessed.
I WONDER IF WE CAN LEARN SOMETHING FROM BOTH GRANDMA FRAN

AND JESUS THIS MORNING

· God is throwing an awesome party

· There is enough room for all of us at his part

· We are encouraged to be the inviters to this party

· See blessing come to our lives as a result. 
END :: Grab a magnet SOMEONE AT THE DOOR ON WAY OUT TO GIVE TO FOLKS!
FILL OUT THE ¼ page FORM – I want to partner in neighboring initiative

Thanks to the 91 households already from HC who participating!
Response

· We are going to take a few minutes to respond.  Here’s how.
· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· If you are part of Hillside Church, invite you to get ready

· Two compelling reasons why people give generously.

· To invest in what God is doing through our church.

· Surest way to financial blessing, through generous giving

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations  :Celebrate death, resurrection of Jesus, gives life.
· Confession Table  ::  Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides   ::  After the time of reflection, feel 

· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.

· I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· WORSHIP BAND COME UP :

· PRAYER RESPONSE

· God, I want to be part of the party that you are throwing.

· I want to receive all of the good things that you offering me.

· I open my heart to you.

· I recognize that you throwing a party, everyone invited.

· Encouraging me to be principle inviter.

· I want others to experience your goodness through me.

· Ushers take the offering during the quiet time.

· After 3 minutes Worship Leader invite to stand

· Sing through three songs

· After three songs (12:15 to 12:18) Lead Person closes

· Wow, this has been a fun Sunday.  Fun to see what God doing.  
· Thanks so much for being here at Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next week.

· Excited for THIS SERIES, hear what happens.   

· Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table

· If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

· Blessing:  May you allow God to fill you with his incredible love

· So that you would share that love with neighborhood.
· Help build bridges to heal our world,
