STORY OF JODY PRAYING FOR ME

· Grew up in Christian home

· High school, became sort of functional agnostic

· Began to indulge in destructive behaviors

· Every now and then run in to a friend of mine from Youth Group

· Her name was Jody

· She would see me out at parties – stoned, drunk, tripping, with girls

· “Ryan, I am praying for you.”    UGH!

· Weird part is that, at times, I actually FELT her prayers.  (others – parents)

· Be partying = wanted to go home

· With a girl = not fun anymore.

· Freshman year of college began to explore Jesus again.

· Began to experience all sorts of amazing things FROM GOD

· As a result of interacting with him, inviting him in.

· Healing from past junk, freedom from addictions

· Joy (no longer depressed),  purpose for my life.

· It was incredible!

· Ran in to Jody several times, “I was praying for you a lot during that time.”


· As I said, I FELT IT, believe impacted my life in real way.

· Truly believe that Jody’s prayers, along with others, 

· Had a supernatural impact on my life.

WE ARE IN 4TH WEEK OF A SERIES: “Building Bridges to Help Heal Our World

· Past few weeks talking about how we can build bridges of relationship with those around us every day – workplace, neighborhood, friend circles

· In order to bring more reconciliation, peace and strength to those areas.

INTRODUCED THE PREMISE OF THE WHOLE SERIES IN WEEK ONE

· What if we took second part of Jesus great commandment seriously?

· Premise:  To make effort to love and serve our actual neighbors. 

· It sounds so simple and yet can prove so powerful.

AT THE SAME TIME, KICKED OFF A CITY-WIDE INITIATIVE TO LIVE THIS OUT

· Start doing this buy getting to know our ACTUAL NEIGHBORS..

NEIGHBORING PROMO VIDEO – MEDIA TEAM

IT’S BEEN EXCITING TO SEE THE RESPONSE among you all in first two weeks 

· There are 110 households who signed up so far among you.

· There are 42 churches that are doing this with us, right now.

· 5,000 families in the Duluth area who participating

· Potential to impact 40,000 homes.

SHOULD I SHOW THE WEB SITE HERE???

Take a look at www.buildingblocks.us    

VERY SIMPLE GOAL AT CENTER OF THIS:  

MAKING AN EFFORT TO GET TO KNOW, SERVE AND LOVE ACTUAL NEIGHBORS

· Magnets in back (SLIDE of Building Blocks sheet / magnet looks like)

I’VE HEARD SOME REALLY GREAT STORIES OF HOW INCREDIBLE YOU FOUND THIS TO BE AS YOU’VE TAKEN UP THE CHALLENGE.

· Common response it takes time, effort, awkward at times.

· But been very rich and rewarding.

STORY THAT JESUS TELLS, AS RECORDED IN BIBLE

· That I think is really compelling 

· Help us tap in to incredibly powerful things, as we endeavor to love world.

Luke 11:1-10  (NLT version, written in HANDOUT, but Reference only on screen)

Context:

· Jesus is praying.  His disciples are curious, want to know more

· Teaches them, what is known at The Lord’s Prayer, which incredible

· V.5   “Teaching them more about prayer, he tells this story . . . “

· From this story, learn a few things that might prove powerful in our life.

God seems to be inviting us to go to him with the needs of others in mind.

· The incredible thrust of this passage, in my mind, that might be easy to miss

· Jesus using this story to teach about / illustrate prayer.

· Visitor comes to home of their friend, but friend no food.

· Friend goes to another friend (who represents God)

· I need some bread to give to my friend, who hungry

· Don’t bother me, I am already in bed (grumpy like many of you

· Friend persists, my friend is hungry, I have nothing to give them.

· Finally, because of persistence, other friend gets up 

· Gives the friend bread, to give to their visitor.

· Thrust of this passage, seems to be about going to God FOR SOMEONE ELSE

· Persisting in prayer, asking for bread, for other friend who comes to us and is hungry.

· I find this totally compelling.

· I wonder if that is what my friend Jody understood, as she prayed for me.

· I was in a bad place.

· She was my friend

· Continually went to God, on my behalf.

· “God, protect him.  Reveal yourself to him.  

· Help him to see destructive pattern that he is in

· And ultimately run to you in those times.

· Jody had a certainty that God was interested in her prayers for someone else

· And that she could bring them to him.

· And he would DO SOMETHING in response – give me bread, as it were 

· I wonder how many of us might be helped by just knowing this.

· That God is interested in our prayers for those around us

· Who may seem to be spiritually needy (hungry) in some way.

· Who may be going through a crisis of some sort.  

· Maybe know friend whose marriage struggling

· Or going through difficult time – finances, unemployment, 

· Emotional difficulty, depressed, 

· How helpful is it to know what God is interested in us brining requests to him on behalf of our friend?!

· Not only does God CARE

· But God wants to INVOLVE us in him meeting someone else’s need.

· IL – Story of guy with leg who grew back.

· You pray for him.  Ok

Prayer has a supernatural impact beyond what we can see.

· One of the main points in this story, in my mind, is that friend prayed

· And something HAPPENED.

· IL – Story that a friend of mine, who is also pastor of a church tells

· Guy comes up to him after the Sunday service.

· “I have a question about your church, that is going to be kind of a deal breaker for me.”  (those always fun)

· “I am an atheist and I just want to know, are you the kind of church who believes that prayer works and that God does miracles?”

· My friend PAUSES, Yes . . . 

· “Good, there is no way that I would consider leaving atheism for a God who does not actually DO anything in our lives.”

· Life is difficult, isn’t it some times?

· Talked to many folks lately, barely keeping head above water.

· Housing situations, problems with kids, super busy, financial stress, marriage issues, relationships issues, work is difficult.

· Even now, things going on in your life that overwhelming you

· Maybe can’t get it out of your head.

· We could use a hand in our every day lives.

· See others around our life struggling = which is really hard.

· They could use a hand.

· How do we help them?????

· Passage seems to drive home point that God WILL RESPOND when we ASK. 

· God will DO SOMETHING to help us, those around us when we ASK.  

· Isaiah 64:4

· Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him

· What is incredible about God of the Bible, is that he is alive, active

· Willing and able to do supernatural things on behalf of those who call out to him, from whatever vantage point.

· For me, provides HOPE in the middle of life’s difficulty.  

· God cares and God willing to help.  

· IL – Heard a story of a guy who was a professed Buddhist

· Not finding much help in daily life from Buddhism

· Friend suggested that he start bringing his needs to Jesus.

· Asking Jesus to help him in his every day life.

· Buddhist guy thought, “If Jesus can help, great.  Give it a shot.”

· Began to pray in Jesus name, asking for help, 

· miracles in situation

· Great things began happening as prayed in Jesus name.

· To the point where this Buddhist guy convinced that 

· Jesus was truly alive, powerful

· And that he cared about and responded to his life.

· We can experience God’s supernatural power.

· Reason why we have PRAYER TEAMS each week

· God, would you work on behalf of this situation.

· Nicole Pond – Back Healed.

· Reason why we are heading out for FREEDOM RETREAT

· Give God space to work in our lives

· God ALWAYS does incredible things!

· Prayer plays a key role in supernatural things happening.  

· Ephesians 6:12  (in handout, reference only on slide)

· For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

· There is a spiritual realm all around us that we cannot see.

· Bible seems to be pitching that there are forces

· Who are for God

· And others who are against God – evil forces

· This spiritual battle rages around our lives

· Can be the cause of some of the evil and struggle that we experience in our every day lives.  

· IL – Few months back, kids not sleeping, night terrors,

· Getting ridiculous.

· Tried to fix it by all of these strategies that read in parenting books and online.

· No help.

· This might be supernatural struggle

· Began to pray against whatever would be attacking my kids

· Walking around their room before bed.

· Within three days, all was well.

· 2 Corinthians 10:4  (in handout, reference only on slide)

· The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.

· Prayer in Jesus name has the power to push back any evil 

· Around our lives and the lives of our friends

· Jody really understood this as she continually prayed for me.

· “God, protect Ryan.  Help him

· “In Jesus name, I tell any evil coming against Ryan to stop.”

· “I stop you in your tracks, because I have power in Jesus name”

· IT WORKED!

Some times, we have to be persistent in our prayers.  

· In addition to idea that prayer can be powerful as pray for OTHERS

· One of the main thrusts of this passage seems to be

· TO PRAY FOR THEM AND KEEP ON PRAYING

· This idea of persistence in prayer.

· Story:  knocking and knocking, has to get out of bed, wake kids

· Get up and get bread.

· He finally did it because of the persistence of one asking.

· Jesus goes on in VV 9-10

· Keep on asking, seeing, knocking!

· Keep at this praying thing, because it might take a while for something to happen.

· Which can be frustrating

· Not just because we are impatient as people

· But because we feel DESPERATE for the person praying for.

· Or for the situation in our own life.

· It’s HARD to wait.  

· Goes back to this “spiritual battle” analogy from earlier

· If there is indeed a spiritual battle going on

· And there is evil attacking us or someone around us

· And we have power over it in Jesus name.

· Makes sense that a battle would take some time.

· Most things, worth accomplishing, take persistence.

· Losing weight

· Fighting a war

· Growing a garden.

· It is the nature of things to take time.

· What are we to do in the interim?

· 2 Corinthians 1:3,4  (in handout, reference only on slide)

· Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God

· We can experience his comfort

· Be that comfort for others in a physical sense.

· Simply sit with them, “I am here for you.”

· Pray that they experience that comfort.

· IL – Often times when praying, situation not different

· Marriage still rough, neck still hurting, finances still strained

· But experience a deep sense of peace

· God is with me in this situation.

· Some times that even better than getting what asking for.

So, how might we tap in to some of the power found in praying for others?

Consider assessing the needs of those around you and pray for them.

· Pray For Five SHEET

· Introduced this in March of last year.

· Pick Five people around your life, that see regularly.

· Folks who are not experiencing much from God, as far as you can tell.  

· NEIGHBORS, coworkers, friends, acquaintances, 

· NEIGHBORING

· What could happen in our neighborhoods if we simply prayed for neighbors.

· Could surprising things happen to them, as happened to me when Jody as unsuspectingly praying for me?

· That would be pretty cool to be part of.

Set aside some extended time occasionally to dedicate to praying for people in your life and believe God for big things for them.

· Maybe there is a Ryan in your life that you’d want to pray for (like Jody)

· Someone who needs something specific, that concerns you

· Might even have someone in mind now.

· Friend with marriage issues,

· Going through rough time.

· Finances in disarray

· Emotional issues.  

· Do this for your family!

· Men, I want to encourage you to do this over your family.

· Pray ever evening if possible for your kids, spouse

· Extended time to pray for and hear from God FOR family, Kids

· Where is God taking you in this season?

· How does God want you to help cultivate kids?

Share with others any ways that God has worked for you in the past.

· If you have experienced some good things from God in the past

· Tell those stories to others who may be struggling.

· IL – Friend recently who going through situation with house.

· I was able to share how God TOTALLY provided for K and me

· Encourage them “DO NOT GIVE UP, GOD WILL PROVIDE!”

· These experiences where God has met us, can be encouraging for us too.

· Especially if we don’t seem immediate results from our prayer.

· Remind us, God has not let me down in the past

· I would be foolish not to trust him now.

If you don’t see immediate results, keep on praying, trusting God in the interim.  

· Take encouragement from this story and Jesus point

· Some spiritual things take lots of prayer over time.

· It can be really tough to wait.  

· But don’t give up hope.   Don’t stop praying.

· What if you are right on the brink of seeing something good in that person’s life?

· Maybe you’ve been praying for 

· Friend, spouse, coworker, roommate, neighbor

· For a long time, not seen anything happen.

· Encourage you to keep on praying.

· Go to the God of comfort to encourage you in that situation

· So that you can be a comfort to them.

· Have hope to continue on.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES >  PRAYING FOR THIS SPECIFIC PERSON

PRAYER REQUEST FOR SPECIFIC PERSON

Response :: SLIDE :: Let’s take a few minutes and respond to God. 

· Maybe you are here today

· You have a friend, neighbor, coworker, spouse

· Could really use something from God.

· CANDLE

· PRAYER CARD

· PRAYER TEAM

· Cry out for them today.

· Maybe you are in a desperate situation

· You could use others around you as you work thorugh it.

· People here who care.

· PRAYER TEAM

· God, give us compassion for those around our lives.

· PRAY FOR FIVE

· NEIGHBORS

· God, we need you

· I bring my burdens to you today.

Questions for thought & further discussion

1. Have you ever had someone around your life with a need that you’ve prayed for?

a. Did anything happen?

2. Read Luke 11:1-10

a. What strikes you about this passage?

b. What are the two apparent thrusts of the story Jesus tells?

3. What does Isaiah 64:4 tell us about God’s desire to respond to us?

a. How does that make you feel?

4. What do Ephesians 6:12 and 2 Corinthians 10:4 say about the nature of the world around us?

a. Is it difficult to keep this “spiritual battle” mindset in our Western Society?

b. How might prayer play a role in God doing something in this battle?

5. Have you every prayed for something for a long time and nothing happened?

a. How did you feel?

b. How might 2 Corinthians 1:3 & 4 encourage us in this?

6. Review the idea of “Pray For Five”

a. Who do you have that you feel compelled to pray for?

