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Luke 11.1-10 ::  1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.’” 5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 9 So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”

God seems to be inviting us to go to him with the needs of    others    in mind.

 

Prayer has a supernatural    impact    beyond what we can see.

 

Isaiah 64.4 :: Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.

 

Prayer plays a key role in    supernatural    things happening.  

 

Ephesians 6.12 :: For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

 

2 Corinthians 10.4 :: The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.

 

 

Sometimes, we have to be    persistent    in our prayers.  

 

2 Corinthians 1.3-4 :: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father  of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

 

So, how might we tap in to some of the power found in praying for others?

 

Consider    assessing    the needs of those around you and pray for them.

 

Set aside some extended time occasionally to dedicate to praying for people in your life and believe God for    big       things   for them.

 

Share with others any ways that God has    worked    for you in the past.

 

If you don’t see immediate results, keep on praying,    trusting    God in the interim. 

 

 

Questions for thought & further discussion:

1. Have you ever had someone around your life with a need that you’ve prayed for?

   a. Did anything happen?

2. Read Luke 11.1-10

   a. What strikes you about this passage?

   a. What are the two apparent thrusts of the story Jesus tells?

3. What does Isaiah 64.4 tell us about God’s desire to respond to us?

   a. How does that make you feel?

4. What do Ephesians 6.12 and 2 Corinthians 10.4 say about the nature of the world around us?

   a. Is it difficult to keep this “spiritual battle” mindset in our Western Society?

5. How might prayer play a role in God doing something in this battle?

6. Have you every prayed for something for a long time and nothing happened?

   a. How did you feel?

   b. How might 2 Corinthians 1.3-4 encourage us in this?

7. Review the idea of “Pray For Five”

   a. Who do you have that you feel compelled to pray for?

 

 

