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Luke 16.1-15 ::  1Jesus told this story to his disciples: “There was a certain rich man who had a manager handling his affairs. One day a report came that the manager was wasting his employer’s money. 2 So the employer called him in and said, ‘What’s this I hear about you? Get your report in order, because you are going to be fired.’ 3 “The manager thought to himself, ‘Now what? My boss has fired me. I don’t have the strength to dig ditches, and I’m too proud to beg. 4 Ah, I know how to ensure that I’ll have plenty of friends who will give me a home when I am fired.’ 5 “So he invited each person who owed money to his employer to come and discuss the situation. He asked the first one, ‘How much do you owe him?’ 6 The man replied, ‘I owe him 800 gallons of olive oil.’ So the manager told him, ‘Take the bill and quickly change it to 400 gallons. 7 “‘And how much do you owe my employer?’ he asked the next man. ‘I owe him 1,000 bushels of wheat,’ was the reply. ‘Here,’ the manager said, ‘take the bill and change it to 800 bushels. 8 “The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so shrewd. And it is true that the children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with the world around them than are the children of the light. 9 Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. Then, when your earthly possessions are gone, they will welcome you to an eternal home. 10 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. 11 And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? 12 And if you are not faithful with other people’s things, why should you be trusted with things of your own? 13 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 14 The Pharisees, who dearly loved their money, heard all this and scoffed at him. 15 Then he said to them, “You like to appear righteous in public, but God knows your hearts. What this world honors is detestable in the sight of God. 

 

Three benefits to using our resources to benefit others

 

As we are generous, we model God’s     generosity   to others, which gives our life greater    meaning   .

 

 

People can literally experience God through    our         lives    as we are generous. 

 

“Preach the Gospel always and if necessary, use words.”  


        ~ St Francis of Assisi.

 

As we cooperate with God, we are connected to the larger    storyline    of life, which gives our life ultimate meaning.

 

Generosity helps to break the negative attributes that the love of money can produce in us.

Mark 8.36 :: “What does it benefit you if you gain the whole world, but lose your soul?”

 

Being generous opens the door to God’s richest    blessings    on our own life.  

Malachi 3.10-11 ::  Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!  Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease.  Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.  “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

 

How might we center our life around being generous in order to experience these blessings?  

 

Consider setting    goals    for your life and orienting your time and resources around these goals.

 

Create a    budget    to organize your finances toward the goal of financial freedom and creating financial margin.

 

Plan to    spend    some your money this month to directly bless people around your life (considering your neighbors or Your Five).

 

Open your life up to God’s blessing on your finances by consistently    tithing     (giving 10% of your income to our church).  

 

Resources :: Making Room For Life, by Randy Frazee


  The Total Money Makeover, by Dave Ramsey 

 

Questions for further thought and discussion:

1. How has our endeavor to love & serve our neighbors been going for you?

     a. What have you found about it that’s fun?

     b. What has been a bit of a barrier?

2. What struck you from the clip at the end of Schildler’s List?  

3. Read Luke 16:1-15,  What do you notice here?

     a. Why is Jesus telling this story?

     b. What is the “context” of this story?  (the previous chapter)

4. How does being generous connect us to the larger story of what God is up to in the world?

5. Does it feel good to be generous?  Are there drawbacks?

     a. Can you think of a time you were generous and it was a good experience for you?

6. What negative attributes could loving money cause in us?

7. How does this idea of being generous connect us to the main factor in human happiness?

     a. Which of the “tips” at the end seemed to you like good ways to respond?

 

