Intro :: Schildler’s List Ending

· During WWII, Nazi’s in Germany killing Jewish, Polish, Austrians, Yugo

· Anyone they deemed to be part of the inferior race.

· And anyone who would resist the Nazi regime 

· Estimated that over 6 million Jews, 9 total people killed

· During that time, there were some members of the German elite

· Who secretly banded together as a resistance to Nazi killings/

· They would bribe guards and lower officials with

· Money, rings, cars, houses

· In order to purchase the freedom of some of the enslaved 

· One of these leaders was Oskar Schildler, a German business man

· Went from greedy business man, who too hated these folks

· To using resources to save the lives of those going to Ascweitz

· His life written about in books and this film

· Show a clip of film, at the end, while reflecting back on what he done.

· Group of Jewish folks gather around to thank him.  

· SHOW END CLIP OF SCHILDLER”S LIST

When I first saw this, overwhelmed with the power of his generosity and bravery

· Powerful in it own right in that he saved 1,100 folks from gas chambers

· But, beyond that, also seems to speak powerfully to every day life.

· What matters in life?  What does not?  What is worth living for?

· Spending our resources on behalf of others, seems to have power in it’s own right.

I ‘ve been thinking about this idea over past few weeks as we’ve been doing series

· Building Bridges to Help Heal Our World.  (FIRST SLIDE LOGO)

· We’ve been talking about how we can build bridges of relationship

· Where we live, work and play.

· In order to get to know those around us every day better

· Be able to serve them, love them, pray for them.

We are also part of an Area-Wide Neighboring initiative

· That we as a church have helped to pioneer in tandem with Mayor, churches

· Partnering with 42 other churches

· Premise:  What if we took Jesus commandment seriously, “To love our neighbors as ourselves.”

· To get to know our LITERAL neighbors.

· Encouraged us to get to know the 8 neighbors closest around our house.

· How is that going for you?

· 120 households have signed up

· You want to make effort to do this.

· If NOT signed up, ORGANGE SHEET IN WEEKLY

· Encourage you to do two things

· Grab a magnet as you head out today – write down names

· Building Blocks sheet SLIDE to show what magnet looks like

· Go to www.buildingblocks.us 

· To see who else in your neighborhood is participating in this. 

Thinking back to how powerful and compelling the end of Schildler’s List

· How it seems to speak to what life is ultimately about.

· And how powerful it can be to work to serve those around us

· In the places where we work, live and play.

Remembered and interesting and compelling story that Jesus tells in the Bible

Luke 16:1-15 (NLT in notes, only reference on screen)

· Comment freely as you read

· Point: v.9  Use your resources to benefit others and make friends.

· Appear to be powerful benefits to using resources we have to serve others.

· Take a look at a few of these today that Jesus seems to speak to.

Three benefits to using our resources to benefit others

As we are generous, we model God’s generosity to others, which gives our life greater meaning.

· One of the things we can do to better understand the Bible

· Read it in context: what comes before & after verse, chapter reading

· Even though broken up into chapters and verses.

· Continual narrative, for the most part.

· So read this story in Luke 16 in the flow of chapters 14 & 15

· Jesus tells this story on heals of telling three really important stories

· All of these stories are about searching to find lost things

· Guy who leaves his flock of 99 sheep to find one lost one

· Woman who loses a valuable coin, sweeps house, searches

· Father who’s son runs away from home, looking for him.

· Point of these stories to illustrate what God is up to in world

·  God searching for those outside his flock

· Those who are not yet connected to God in a meaningful way.

· On the heals of that, Jesus tells us HOW we should use resources we have.

· Use resources to benefit others.   Why?

· As we do this, we model God’s generosity to others.

· Our actions become a picture of what God up to in the world.

· God is generously offering himself and all sorts of blessings

· To ever single person in the world.

· People can literally experience God through our lives as we are generous.

· Who is this God that you speak of?

· The tangible presence of God, as we model that. 

· GOOD SAMARITAN 

· IL - Story of me in Nicaragua with missions team.

· Grew up Catholic

· Who is God, what does he look like?

· Today, I have experienced God through.

· I was BLOWN AWAY that I stumbled into that.

· This is why guy named St Francis

· Tried his best to center life around Jesus

· Described his mission.

· “Peach the Gospel always and if necessary, use words.”  St Francis of Asisi.

· Our actions can speak volumes to others of God’s goodness

· Without ever using words.

· As we cooperate with God, we are connected to the larger storyline of life, which gives our life ultimate meaning.

· What is life about?

· Thus, giving our life meaning and purpose beyond STUFF

· Narcicism breaks down/

· If all that I am living for is my experience, 

· Living for my own needs.  

· Not so fulfilling

· IL – I think that this is what makes Schlinder’s List so powerful.

· Realizes half way through his life, that spending money on self

· Did not produce the happiness he was hoping for.

· He got connected to this need – to spend resources to save 

· Added incredible meaning to his life – changed his life

· In the end, there is more power and satisfaction in using what we have to bless other people.    

Generosity helps to break the negative attributes that the love of money can produce in us.

· Jesus is being pretty forthright about what can happen if we love, live for $

· Goes so far as to say, “You can’t realistically serve both God and $.”

· Wow, that seems pretty extreme and direct!

· But, I think that it’s also true, especially if we look at the fruit of loving $

· Stinginess & greed

· IL - Watching my kids, when stingy and greedy with toy.

· They get their way and have their toy, but they are isolated

· Not connected to the larger fun

· Being controlled by money, rather than controlling it.

· If we make money or things center of our lives

· Interesting how fast desire for those things control us.

· Statistic that American’s spend $1.20 for every $1.00 that they earn.

· You can have whatever you want, use credit

· People in massive debt.   Being in debt is not freeing.

· It’s horrible, because it ends up controlling life.

· It’s easy for that to happen, when money controls us 

· Rather than us controlling money.

· IL – See this a lot around Christmas time.

· Time when we want to buy good gifts for kids, friends and family.

· People can rack up major debt, trying to achieve this American idea of Christmas.

· Kids don’t care nearly as much about what they get, as if they get quality time with you!

· Let’s not become a slave to some idea that puts us in debt.

· IL – This is one of the other compelling parts of Schildler’s List

· ENCOURAGE YOU TO WATCH IT

· Starts off this incredibly stingy business man.

· Begins to open his eyes to the reality of what happening around him.

· It begins to melt his cold heart

· Feels so good spending money on someone else

· Spends the rest of his life doing this. 

· Jesus is speaking so directly, because he wants our lives to be FREE.  

· “Don’t love money or money will begin to control your life.”

· “Don’t put the pursuit of money or things at the center of your life or you will become controlled by that.”  

· Mark 8:36  “What does it benefit you if you gain the whole world, but lose your soul?”

· Jesus is leading us to a place where we find freedom

· By asking a completely different question.

· Not, How can I use the resources that I have on myself? (SCREEN ONLY, not NOTES)

· Question in wider culture that common

· But, rather . . . 

· How can I use the recourses that I have to bless others?

· (SCREEN ONLY)

· Get’s the focus off of our lives being all about us.

· Sees the incredible benefit in serving someone else.

· This is one of the main goals that we’ve had in Neighboring

· How can we initiate relationships with our actual neighbors

· Get to know their need to serve them, love them, pray for them?

· Perform radical acts of kindness toward them.

· IL – hearing from some of you as you’ve endeavored to love neighbors

· It takes time, effort; awkward at times

· But WORTH IT

Being generous opens the door to God’s richest blessings on our own life.  

· Jesus pitches in V 10, that as we use what we have to bless others

· We will experience significant blessings in our own lives.

· As we use what we have to bless others.

· What we already have will be multiplied into more.

· The Bible suggests these benefits in other places as well.  

· Our finances will literally be multiplied and expanded.  

· Malachi 3:10-11

· Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!  Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease.  Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.  “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

· When we make generous giving to our church part of our monthly budget, God will expand what we have and give us more.

· As we invest in the ways that we as church working to bless our city and world – Sex Trafficking – Neighboring - 

· IL – DEAN LETTER.

· Jesus’ pitch in this verse, is directly is about “relationship” blessings.

· Read v. 9 

· Jesus directly saying “Use what you have to build friends.”  What?

· Throw parties and invite people over to share meal.

· Buy gifts for friends to bless them.

· Look for ways to surprise people who are important to you with some kind of blessing.

· Why would he say this?

· Having good quality relationships is the main factor in human happiness.  (SCREEN ONLY)

· Hundreds of studies of thousands of lives.

· The number and quality of relationships = happiness.

· Money did not even factor in, beyond basic needs being met.

· So, it would make sense that Jesus would invite us to use what we have to bless others

· To develop good relationships.  

How might we center our life around being generous in order to experience these blessings?  

Consider setting goals for your life and orienting your time and resources around these goals.

· What goals do you have for your life, for your family?

· What do you want to accomplish with your life?

· In the end, what do you want people to say about you?

· What you have accomplished.

· Something compelling about Schildler’s List

· At the end of our lives, what is going to matter?  People.

· Many of us feel this way and yet easy for our lives to stray from this goal.

· Maybe we are just too busy for relationships 

· Or we don’t make effort to be in a Life Group.

· Or we end up spending our free time on ourselves

· Or we think about what might make us momentarily happy.

· Rather than what be most satisfying in our life.

· I wonder if our lives would be more satisfying if took Jesus’ suggestion

· To make quality relationships a goal and spend time / resources there

· Encourage you to sit down to pray and consider . . . 

· What kind of life do you want to have?

· What do you want to accomplish with your life?

· What do you want to live for?

· Set goals, and orient your time and resources to reflect these goals.

Create a budget to organize your finances toward the goal of financial freedom and creating financial margin.

· Most of us want to be generous.

· One of the things that can keep us from being generous is 

· If our finances are unorganized, if we are in debt, don’t have margin.

· One of the most powerful ways to experience freedom in finances

· Is to CREATE A BUDGET //  Monthly planned spending.

· So you can decide ahead of time, where you want it to go.

· That way, when have opportunity to be generous

· Use resources to benefit others – as per Jesus

· We can actually do that because we have margin.

· Dave Ramsey // Help here at HC.  

Plan to spend some your money this month to directly bless people around your life (considering your neighbors or Your Five).

· Maybe, following Jesus encouragement, you’d consider ways to 

· Spend some money to bless those around you this month.

· Taking a friend out for a coffee and treating.

· Buying a meal for a single parent with kids.

· Getting a surprise gift for someone important to you.

· Throwing a party at your house and inviting folks over.

· Be creative, do something fun

· I wonder if we’d experience some of the benefit Jesus is pitching

· AND that other person would feel really loved.

Open your life up to God’s blessing on your finances by consistently tithing (giving 10% of your income to our church).  

· Take advantage of God’s promise in Malachi 3

· When we choose to tithe (set aside first 10% of income for church)

· He says that we will experience personal blessing

· God will expand our finances

· IL – DEAN’S STORY

· IL – Couple who began to tithe when things were tight

· Got a job three weeks later making triple!

· He says to “Test him in this”   So, why not?

· Not only will it benefit us personally – God expand resources

· God promises a GROUP BLESSING

· That we continue to do what God calling us to do as church

· We can do extraordinary things TOGETHER

I think that what Oskar Schildler experienced in his life


Is exactly the kind of blessing that Jesus talked about 

Might do well to take his advice and use what we have to bless others.

RESCOURCES

· Making Room For Life, by Randy Frazee

· The Total Money Makeover, by Dave Ramsey 

Response

· We are going to take a few minutes to respond.  Here’s how.

· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· If you are part of Hillside Church, invite you to get ready

· Two compelling reasons why people give generously.

· To invest in what God is doing through our church.

· Surest way to financial blessing, through generous giving

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations  :Celebrate death, resurrection of Jesus, gives life.

· Confession Table  ::  Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides   ::  After the time of reflection, feel 

· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.

· I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· WORSHIP BAND COME UP :

· PRAYER RESPONSE

· God, I want to be part of the party that you are throwing.

· I want to receive all of the good things that you offering me.

· I open my heart to you.

· I recognize that you throwing a party, everyone invited.

· Encouraging me to be principle inviter.

· I want others to experience your goodness through me.

· Ushers take the offering during the quiet time.

· After 3 minutes Worship Leader invite to stand

· Sing through three songs

· After three songs (12:15 to 12:18) Lead Person closes

· Wow, this has been a fun Sunday.  Fun to see what God doing.  

· Thanks so much for being here at Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next week.

· Excited for THIS SERIES, hear what happens.   

· Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table

· If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

· Blessing:  May you allow God to fill you with his incredible love

· So that you would share that love with neighborhood.

· Help build bridges to heal our world

Questions for further thought and discussion:

1. How has our endeavor to love & serve our neighbors been going for you?

a. What have you found about it that’s fun?

b. What has been a bit of a barrier?

2. What struck you from the clip at the end of Schildler’s List?  

3. Read Luke 16:1-15,  What do you notice here?

a. Why is Jesus telling this story?

b. What is the “context” of this story?  (the previous chapter)

4. How does being generous connect us to the larger story of what God is up to in the world?

5. Does it feel good to be generous?  Are there drawbacks?

a. Can you think of a time you were generous and it was a good experience for you? 

6. What negative attributes could loving money cause in us?

7. How does this idea of being generous connect us to the main factor in human happiness?

8. Which of the “tips” at the end seemed to you like good ways to respond?

