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Acts 10.1-8 

 

A few things that I find compelling about this text:

(1)  Many people around us every day are sincerely    seeking       God   .

 

(2)  God takes people’s seeking seriously and    responds    to them in various ways.

 

 

Acts 10.9-23

 

 

(3) God might want to use us to encourage others’ spiritual    journey   .

 

 

 

(4) God might want to use us to help connect others to spiritual    community   .

 

Hebrews 10.25 :: “not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another...”

 

Deep spiritual growth happens in    community   .

 

 

(5) God is    confronting    any barriers that would make it difficult for new folks to connect to the spiritual community of the church.

 

Ephesians 2.15 :: "...His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace..."

 

What can we do to open our lives and church door wide so people feel welcomed to experience God along with us?

(1) We keep the    main    thing the    main    thing, which is    Jesus   .

 

Acts 10.39-43

 

 

(2) We do what we can to create a radically    welcoming    environment where all people can explore and experience God along with us.

 

We can    invite    folks to join us in spiritual community.

 

We avoid all unnecessary,    churchy    language and culture.

 

We each work to create a    diverse    community.

 

How can we continue to become a church where those outside of faith can explore and experience God along with us?

 

 

Questions for further thought and discussion:

* What do you think coming to church feels like for those who consider themselves outside of faith?

* Do you have friends who are non-churchgoing? What’s their take?

* Read Acts 10.1-43.  What do you notice?

* What does Cornelius’ experience tell us about folks all around us?

* What does God to in response to Cornelius’ sincere seeking?

* God invited Peter to do two things: (1) foster Cornelius spiritual journey (2) help connect Cornelius to healthy spiritual community.


- How might we do the same with those around us?


- Is there anyone you know that you could take initiate naturally to do this with?

* What is God trying to do in Peter by way of the dream? 

- Are there judgments that Christians have toward those in the wider world that   may prove to be a barrier for them coming?

- How did God deal with Peter’s judgments?

- How might God deal with our judgments?

* What are two concrete things we talked about that we can do as people and as a community to be radically welcoming to folks outside faith?

- (Keep Jesus the main thing and the center of our lives.)

- (Help create a welcoming community by inviting others in, avoiding unnecessary   church language and culture, and work for diversity).

* How to you feel compelled to respond to all of this? 

 

