[image: image1.jpg]


God Wants You To Have Great Relationships 4

The Joy In Bringing Out the Best In People

Ryan Bauers

November 13, 2011

 

Ephesians 4.11-16 :: 11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 

How can we bring out the best in others?

1.    Call    out the    good    God is doing in others.


“They will know the truth and the truth will set them free.”  Jesus 

 

2. Continually    pursue    becoming more and more like    Jesus    yourself.



How can we keep our own motivation high and growth in God high?



(A) Persistently    go to Jesus    with your own life troubles.




Ephesians 6.10  “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.”

 



(B) Stay encouraged by    praising    &    thanking    God  in everything.


Ephesians 5.18-20 :: 18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life.  Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19 singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts. 20 And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.


1 Peter 1.8  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.  

 

3. Journey with others    into   , not    away from   , life challenges.



Romans 8.28 :: “God works all things together for good to those who love him and are called 
according to his purpose.”

 

 

Why would we want to consider working to bring out the best in others?

(A) We get to experience life together    with others   .

 

 

(B) There is great    spiritual power    released in our own life and the community that we create.  

 

 

Who could you notice, call out and encourage forward in their life in God?


1. ________________________________


2. ________________________________


3. ________________________________

 

 

 

 

Questions for thought & further study:

Have you ever had someone in your life who was really encouraging?

What effect did it have on you?

Did you naturally want to be around that person more?

Reread Ephesians 4.11-16

What do you notice as you read this text that’s relational?

Why does it seem to be better to call out the good in people as we “speak the truth in love” (as opposed to, say pointing out the negative all the time)?

Have you ever encouraged or been encouraged in ways that felt powerfully helpful and inspiring?  

What was the impact?

Why is a “journey motif” a good way to view faith / following Jesus?

What is Paul hoping our maturity will produce?

Is there some way that you could take a step forward in your journey toward Jesus today?

What two ways were we encouraged to keep our own faith high?

Why is journeying with others INTO challenges and not away from them so critical?

What does God promise in Romans 8.28?

How can this encourage us in difficult times?

Who might you have in your life that you could encourage this week?

How might you do that?

 

