God Wants You To Have Great Relationships, part 4 

The Joys Of Bringing Out The Best In People.
Announce:  A few things to consider inviting others to

· Human Trafficking Fundraiser on December 2 at Zeitgeist

· Christmas Series & Candlelight Christmas Eve at 4pm

LOTS OF PEOPLE COME TO CHURCH DURING CHRISTMAS

INRO STORY, FROM NEIGHBORING INITIATIVE, how is that going?
· A friend of mine who met this neighbor who very lonely, depressed

· She was the first person this woman could talk to

· In doing that, she began to feel like someone cared, someone to share problems with 

· Began to escape from loneliness and felt better
STORY IS JUST AN INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCE
· But, I wonder if it represents a powerful reality

· That, so much meaning in our lives can come from us being there

· For other people around our lives.

· Encouraging them and helping them to experience Good in life

· Think about it from perspective of person being cared for

· How amazing it is to have friends like that around us when we need.

WE ARE IN THE FOURTH WEEK OF A SERIES CALLED:


GOD WANTS YOU TO HAVE GREAT RELATIONSHIPS, 

BOOK OF Ephesians, WRITTEN BY PAUL – FIRST CENTRUY 

· Investing in, spending time on our relationships is really worth while

· As we pursue great things in life, need others along side us.

TODAY, I WANT TO LOOK AT SURPRISING PITCH that Paul makes along these lines
· As we work to build friendship around our lives, encourage others

· Incredible impact on our lives in a positive way.

· We can find significant joy in bringing out the best in others.

Ephesians 4:11-16
11Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.  14Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 

Comments:

· We use the gifts that God has given us individually 

· to help each other grow spiritually as we pursue the life Jesus has.

· We can become more together than we could ever be alone.

· As we rub shoulders with others, get prayer from others, share life,

· We build friends around our life to encourage us, we encourage them
THIS TIES BACK TO WHAT I TALKED ABOUT LAST WEEK

· Other people turn out to be a huge part of us discovering our 

· Identity – who we are and can be because of Jesus

· Purpose – what unique contribution we called to make to world.

HERE IS A THOUGHT THAT STRIKES ME AS REALLY INTERESTING . . . 
· From a book by Alan McGinnis, Bringing Out The Best In People

· When Andrew Carnegie hired Charles Schwab to admiters his far-flung steel empire, Schwab became the first man in history to earn a million dollars a year while in someone elses employ.  Schwab was once asked what equipped him to earn $3,000 a day.  Was it his knowledge of steel manufacturing?  “Nonsense.” Snorted Schwab.  “I have lots of people working for me who know much more about steel than I do.”  Schwab was paid such a handsome amount because of his ability to inspire other people.  

· “I consider my ability to arouse enthusiasm among the people the greatest asset I possess.”  Charles Schwab.   SLIDE ONLY, not handout.  
How can we bring out the best in others?

HOLLY, THIS IS MAIN CAPTION< to be on all slides with sub points below
1. Call out the good God is doing in others.

· One of the things that Paul says here is 

· “Speak the truth in love” to others, to help them grow in God.

· Maybe our first thought with HOW we could do this is that

· We are supposed to tell people what they are doing wrong.

· Point out the ways they may be failing in life.

· Which may be helpful at times.

· But, the context seems to suggest, that a stronger way to do this

· Is to speak the truth of the GOOD that you see in people

· That they may not see for themselves.

· To share encouragement with who you see them to be.


· What you see them gifted at doing.
· What great thing they exude and offer the world.
THIS IS CERTAINLY TRUE FOR THOSE WE ARE TRYING TO FOLLOW GOD WITH

· For those who part of this community with us, trying to follow Jesus.

· Those who are part of the Life Group we may be part of
· Those who we are in spiritual journey with.

BUT IS ALSO SEEMS TO SUGGEST THAT GOOD CAN COME FROM 

· Making this a general practice in our lives.
· Speaking truth in love to those around us every day.

· Calling out the good things in their life / encouraging them.  
· “They will know the truth and the truth will set them free.”  Jesus

· Jesus seems to say that something powerful happens 
· as we speak the truth of good that we see to others.

· Potential to break off the insecurity, fear, loneliness, lack of courage.
· Gives them hope, truth, life, peace.
· Sets them free to become the people created to be.
Aaron share how my encouragement helped him find calling and success.
· Imagine the potential if we made it our purpose to 

· Call out the good we see in those around in our life.

· Our coworkers, family members, neighbors.

· The lady who took opportunity to encourage neighbor. 

· They feel this surprising, supernatural courage to become something great.
Beyond this, 
Maybe this is way for us to be the kind of friend others want to be around.

· Have you ever been around a SUPER encouraging person?

· You want to be with them more.

· Leave feeling so good, so encouraged.  
· Maybe this is an insight into how we can actually BECOME the kind of friend that people would want to have in their life..

· If we are constantly critical, negative, fearful, pessimistic.

· People are not going to want to be around us.

· But, if we step in to Paul’s advice

· We actually become the kind of person others want to be around.

· TS – Call out the good God is doing in others.

· Not only will it powerfully impact their life

· But people will actually want to be around us more.

2. Continually pursue becoming more and more like Jesus yourself.

· Paul is encouraging ongoing, continual spiritual growth in our lives.

· Goal here “to become mature.”

· Spiritual growth and life in Jesus as is journey.

· Where we are invited to continually take steps to grow

· And to become more like Jesus.
· Why?

· So that we can grow up, mature, become all God wants us to be

· “So that we will no longer be infants tossed back and forth by the wind.”

I REMEMBER WHEN I FIRST BEGAN TO FOLLOW JESUS AGAIN YEARS AGO

· My life was very successful on the outside

· Graduated high school among the top of my class

· Received a bunch of scholarships to study at college.
· Getting really good grades.

· But my life still felt unstable, unanchored on the inside

· One of the reasons why I began to explore Jesus again

· My success was not producing a feeling of stability in my life.

· There has to be something else.

· Thought that studying spirituality might prove helpful.

· Had spent some time studying other religions

· Buddhism mostly.

· Never encountered a God who was present with us.

· God who would interact with us.  
· Began to ask Jesus to work in my life.

· FELT a substantial change in my life.  

· My experience with Jesus began to bring stability to my life.

· Inside = felt more and more set free from anxiety.

· Felt a like God gave me insight on what my life to be about

· No longer making up my own goals, dreams

· Meandering from decision to decision.

· Felt like I had a purpose from God = stability.

NOT ONLY WILL PURSUING CONTINUALY SPIRITUAL GROWTH

BRING INCREDIBLE STABILITY IN OUR OWN LIFE.

· But when pursue God as much as we can from wherever we at now
· We serve as a model for those around us.

· Coworkers, friends, kids, spouse will see us as pushing forward 

 and be inspired to do the same. 
· Models can be very, very powerful

· When we see someone else stretching themselves to big things

· It can give us some vision that maybe we can do that too.

· There is a great history with sprinters trying to break 4 minute mile.

· This goal had been talked about forever

· But never been able to be achieved.

· Finally in 1945 Gunder Haegg nearly got there, running in 4:01.4

· But it seemed like that was the limit of human speed.

· Then, nine years later, Roger Bannister, ran it in 3:59.4

· Suddenly, people thought that it was not actually impossible.

· And, within 2 years, the 4 minute mile got broke 66 times by 26 different people.

PAUL IS POINTING OUT THE KIND OF POWER THAT COMES ALIVE

· As we spiritually stretch ourselves, become inspiration for others.

· They feel inspired to pursue Jesus more actively.
· They have more courage to take big risks for God.
How can we keep our own motivation high and growth in God high?
HOLLY THESE ARE SUBPOINTS OF POINT 2
· A few ways seem to emerge as look further along in Ephesians . . . 

(A) Persistently go to Jesus with your own life troubles.
· Paul goes on to say, a bit later in Ephesians . . . 
· Ephesians 6:10  “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.”
· God offers us HIS strength to compel us forward through life.

· Rather than this just being about self-motivation or positive thinking
· This is about a God who offers to be our strength through life.

· Where our human strength runs out, in difficulty.  
· He offers to give us his strength when we ask him.

· Paul, “His strength is made perfect in our weakness.”

· I LEARNED THIS  A FEW YEARS BACK WHEN VERY ILL

· Always been a pretty capable person

· First time in my life that I came to the end of myself.
· Asked God for strength in the middle of that weakness.

· Felt his incredible peace and strength in middle of that.
(B) Stay encouraged by praising & thanking God in everything.
· Ephesians 5:18-20  18Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life.  Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts. 20And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
· Give thanks in everything.

· Not a denial of our circumstances if they are bad, difficult.
· Turning our attention to God, how big he is.
· Finding a joy in the middle of that.
· Focus on a God who can sustain us in that.
· Receive his HOLY SPIRIT :: his spirit  
· 1 Peter 1:8  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.  
3. Journey with others into, not away from, life challenges.

· In v. 14, Paul talks about WAVES that will come at us in life.

· That we will experience storms in life.

· Evidently, “growing up into all things into Jesus.”

· Requires not that we avoid or deny these situations.

· But that we navigate them with God and others around us.

· Which seems counterintuitive.

· Natural to want to avoid difficult things.

· But, we all want great lives.

· Know that there is some sense that Paul is right on the money.

· Seen others face difficult time and come out stronger.

· Maybe that has even happened to you.

· Jesus, actually told his followers that they could be assured of difficult times.

· But that they could have peace as they walked through those trials.

· Because they would be doing it together as a community

· And they would have God’s peace in the middle of it.
· In a later letter, Paul encourages people what God DO through trials.
· Romans 8:28  “God works all things together for good to those who love him and are called according to his purpose.”
· No matter what challenge we face in life, God can use it to grow us.

· Encourage others as they face challenges – keep perspective.

I WAS FACED WITH TAKING OVER A PRETTY SUCCESSFUL MINISTRY YEARS AGO

· I was pretty young, age-wise

· Did not have a lot of experience at this point.

· Felt generally insecure as a leader, though I had always done leading.

· What if I take this over and I drive it into the ground?

· What if people do not follow my leadership?

· What if I make a mistake?  What if I fail? 
· Mentor of mine

· You can live the rest of your life hiding behind other leaders

· But you’ll never find out what you are made of

· “What if this turns out great?”

· “What if you learn more than you ever have?”

· Sure enough, the group began to grow, despite by battles with insecurity.

· Learned more through that stressful time of leadership than other.
WHAT IF WE LOOKED AT CHALLENGES AROUND OUR LIFE AS OPPORTUNITY


TO GROW AND MATURE?


We kept our focus on what can come about at navigate through those


Keep perspective on what God can do through those to grow us.



Navigated toward them ourselves



Encouraged others as they go through those.
Why would we want to consider working to bring out the best in others?
· If this is such a big deal to Paul

· If he is persistent in his encouragement to make effort to bring out the best in others . . . Why?

· (A) We get to experience life together with others.

· This is something that almost never happens in our culture.
· Our tendency is to remain separated.

· Especially in individualistic society.

· Remember, large theme in Ephesians is God breaking dividing walls.

· The God’s power is made alive when go against separation

· And begin to work for unity, relationships.

· There is beauty and power in just sharing this journey of life

· And spiritual growth and personal growth TOGETHER.

· That is just more rich and satisfying to do this together.
· That, in and of itself is worth it!
· (B)  There is great spiritual power released in our own life and the community that we create.  

· When we make effort to commit to growing together as community.

· Some really powerful things can be released.

· Namely, a courage and a faith to believe big things for God.

· It’s much easier to dream for big things for God and see them accomplished when we have others along side us to help accomplish these.

· THE HISTORY OF HILLSIDE CHURCH.

· Cheering each other on as individuals to dream big dreams personally.

· As people have taken big risks for God.

· HOW MANY PEOPLE LEFT HC TO DO OTHER THINGS

· Norway, South Korea, Nicaragua, Sweden, Portland

· HOW MANY MORE?

· Cheering each other on as we lived out dreams as church.

· HUMAN TRAFFICKING EVENT not possible otherwise.

SO, AS WE THINK ABOUT THE POWERFUL POSSIBILITIES HERE

· As we purpose to bring out the best in each other

· As we pursue our own profound life journey.

I WONDER IF THIS ISN’T ONE OF THE MAIN KEYS TO A RICH LIFE?!
· The way to experience all the best that God offers us in life.

· Is to work for bringing out the best in those around us.

· You play central role in people around finding their way to God’s adventure.

LET’S TAKE A FEW MOMENTS AND THINK ABOUT YOUR SETTING?

· Who could you notice, call out and encourage forward in their life in God?

1. ________________________________

2. ________________________________

3. ________________________________
HOLLY< LET”S PUT THIS TYPE OF THING IN THE HANDOUT>

MAYBE INVITE THEM TO CHRISTMAS SERIES / Christmas Eve Service 

OR TO JOIN YOU AT YOUR LIFE GROUP TO EXPLORE GOD ALONG WITH YOU

Response
· We are going to take a few minutes to respond.  Here’s how.
· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· If you are part of Hillside Church, invite you to get ready

· Two compelling reasons why people give generously.

· To invest in what God is doing through our church.

· Surest way to financial blessing, through generous giving

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations  :Celebrate death, resurrection of Jesus, gives life.
· Confession Table  ::  Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides   ::  After the time of reflection, feel 

· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.

· I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· WORSHIP BAND COME UP :

· PRAYER RESPONSE

· Pray for Jesus to lead this adventure of their lives – if not done that

· Jesus, I want all that you have for my life.

· Greater sense of purpose and destiny in life.

· Help me become a person who encourages others.

· Help me see the best in life, people, situations.  HOPE FAITH

· Ushers take the offering during the quiet time.

· After 3 minutes Worship Leader invite to stand

· Sing through three songs

· After three songs (12:15 to 12:18) Lead Person closes

· Wow, this has been a fun Sunday.  Fun to see what God doing.  
· Thanks so much for being here at Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next week.

· Excited for THIS SERIES, hear what happens.   

· Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table

· If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

· Blessing:  
· May you recognize all of the incredible things that God called you to.
· May you be deeply connected in relationships along the way.

Questions for thought & further study
· Have you ever had someone in your life who was really encouraging?

· What effect did it have on you?

· Did you naturally want to be around that person more?

· Reread Ephesians 4:11-16

· What do you notice as you read this text that’s relational?

· Why does it seem to be better to call out the good in people as we “speak the truth in love” (as opposed to, say pointing out the negative all the time)?

· Have you ever encouraged or been encouraged in ways that felt powerfully helpful and inspiring?  

· What was the impact?

· Why is a “journey motif” a good way to view faith / following Jesus?

· What is Paul hoping our maturity will produce?

· Is there some way that you could take a step forward in your journey toward Jesus today?

· What two ways were we encouraged to keep our own faith high?

· Why is journeying with others INTO challenges and not away from them so critical?

· What does God promise in Romans 8:28?

· How can this encourage us in difficult times?

· Who might you have in your life that you could encourage this week?

· How might you do that?
