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Psalm 50.7—15 :: “O my people, listen as I speak. Here are my charges against you, O Israel: I am God, your God! I have no complaint about your sacrifices or the burnt offerings you constantly offer. But I do not need the bulls from your barns or the goats from your pens.  For all the animals of the forest are mine, and I own the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird on the mountains and all the animals of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for all the world is mine and everything in it. Do I eat the meat of bulls?  Do I drink the blood of goats? Make thankfulness your sacrifice to God, and keep the vows you made to the Most High. Then call on me when you are in trouble, and I will rescue you, and you will give me glory.”  

 

It seems important to reflect on how we relate to    God    and to    life    in general.

 

Everything that God tells us to do is for    our       benefit   , not his.


Acts 17.24 & 25 :: He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is Lord of heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in man-made temples, and human hands can’t serve his needs—for he has no needs. He himself gives life and breath to everything, and he satisfies every need.

 

It’s helpful to recognize that    life    is    not       fair   .


Matthew 5.45 He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

 

Practicing    thankfulness    will transform our lives and open us up to more    joy    than we’ve ever experienced.  


“Give thanks in all circumstances for this is God’s will in Christ for you.”  1 Thessalonians 5.18 


“For God works all things together to the good for those who love him and are called according to circumstances.”  Romans 8.28

   

 

How do we practice thankfulness to experience its transformative power?

See every good thing as a    generous   ,    undeserved       gift    from    God   .


James 1.17  Whatever is good and perfect comes down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens.  He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.

 

Thank God for his    goodness    and    faithfulness   , especially in    difficult       times   .  

 

Create    space    and    seasons    in your life to regularly practice thankfulness.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for thought & further discussion:

Can you think back to a time in your life where you felt kind of an “entitlement mentality”?  What did that produce?

Read Psalm 50.7-15.  What do you notice?

At the culmination of verses 14 & 15, what point does the author drive home?

Why does it seem like our attitude throughout life influence what kind of life we will experience?

Discuss “everything that God tells us to do is for our benefit, not his.”

How does Acts 17.24 & 25 correlate with Psalm 50 and what does it say about God’s relationship to us and our relationship to God?

What does Jesus say in Matthew 5.45 about the nature of life, even for Christians and “good people”?

What does Psalm 50.14 & 15 say about where and how God will meet us?

How does Romans 8.28 help us praise and thank God, even in bad times?

What does 1 Thessalonians 5.18 say about one of God’s main desires for us.

Review the 3 ways we can tap into the power of being thankful.

Which do you feel is a powerful response for where you are at?

 

