WE’VE SEEN GOD DO SOME REALLY COOL THINGS HERE AT HC OVER YEARS


SOME ESPECIALLY FUN THINGS OVER THE PAST THREE MONTHS>
· Guy named Dan who considered himself an atheist, came to here to HC
· God completely surprised him.  Revealed himself to Dan

· Dan experienced all sorts of answered prayers in his life.

· Over the course of six weeks, went from atheist to feeling like maybe pastor.
· Nikki shared something few weeks ago 

· We believe God speaks, we praying all week to listen, 

· share that so that people can respond.

· A woman with pain in her leg.  4 women responded 
· 1 had her knee healed,  pain was gone and swelling was gone
·  Few people praying for jobs 

· Opened opportunities that they did not expect.
· Woman in our church was having some health issues with a lung infection.  We were praying for her as a group for her healing, never actually with her.  But she healed naturally and didn't need any tubes put into her lungs like originally thought.  
ONE OF THE INCREDIBLE WAYS THAT GOD REVEALS HIMSELF IN CHRISTMAS 


IS, AS A GOD WHO IS ACTIVE AND WHO REVEALS HIMSELF TO PEOPLE.  

I THINK OF THE MAIN STORIES ASSOCIATED WITH CHRISTMAS
CAN I FIND ANCIENT ART THAT DEPICTS THESE ENCOUNTERS?
· Mary – Angel appears to her, speaks to her, “You have child.”
· Joseph – Angel appears to him, explain situation.  He responds.
· Shepherds – God shows up, proclaims good news happening.  Invites them
· Wise men – Star rising in East, signifying significant new King.  
AS LOOK AT THE STOIES OF GOD REVEALING HIMSELF TO PEOPLE RECENTLY


STORIES OF THIS ACTIVE GOD MOVING IN LIVES IN BIBLE, AROUND XMAS

INTERESTING BECAUSE SOME TIMES

· God surprises people

· Does something in people’s lives that did not quite expect.

· Dan, “What in the world just happened to me?

· And yet, seems like, as look at these stories of God’s activity in lives of people

· That we also play a key role in Experiencing God.

GOD IS ALIVE, ACTIVE, LOVES REVEALING HIMSELF TO US.

· May be a few things that we can do to experience God more, if we want.
I’D LIKE TO READ A REALLY COOL STORY, NOT VERY WELL KNOWN IN XMAS 

· Story of two people who experience God in unique and surprising way

· Seem to be a few things that they do in experiencing God that 

· Opens them up to even more of God. 

Luke 2:25-40 NLT At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 26 and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,
 29 “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace,
      as you have promised.
 30 I have seen your salvation,
    31 which you have prepared for all people.
 32 He is a light to reveal God to the nations,
      and he is the glory of your people Israel!”

 33 Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, but he will be a joy to many others. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”

The Prophecy of Anna

 36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. 37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four.[a] She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. 38She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.
 39 When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord, they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. 40 There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.

We are in third week Christmas series:  Experience Wonder This Christmas
· Exploring some of the ways that God would want us to experience him

· Week 1 – Jay – The Hope Found in Christmas
· Last week – The Peace that God offers

· Today, I’d like to take look at the lives of Simeon and Anna

· And see how we might open our lives up to experience more of God.
Background:

· Better understand this passage, when understand what waiting for

· Promise of God that people living with ??????

· Abraham – bless all people through him

· David – that God’s reign never end

· Elijah – that God give people power to follow him.  

· They were longing to see this promise fulfilled – continually asking God~

· God shows up and reveals himself to them in a really cool way.  
Take a minute and think:

· What has your experience with God been like over the course of your life?
· Look back to a few times when really FELT God, HEARD him?
· Have you experienced God recently in a significant way?

· Do you have a hunger to experience more of God in your life?

Weaved between the lines of these two people’s experience with God

· Some incredible things that we can glean in our lives

· To experience more of God than we are at this point in our lives, should we want to.  

How might we experience more of God than we currently are?
Do your best to open yourself up even more to God, asking him to reveal himself to you.  

· V.25 Simeon was “eagerly waiting for the Messiah”

· Had this expectation for God

· “Eagerly” might seem a bit intimidating to some of us

· Sound really intense.

· What you see here is really [Waiting with his heart open]

· To the best of his ability, asking God to do something.

· “God, I really want what you have for me, for us!” 
· If you are exploring faith, Jesus, simply opening up to God, best you can

· IL – Friend of mine – 

· IF there is a God, now would be a good time for you to show me

· Through incredible series of events, God showed him that real.

· IL – Dan’s story.

· I don’t believe in you, but if you are there, show me.

· Web site.  Showed up at HC.
· Message spoke right to him.

· Maybe you have a friend who exploring faith.

· 30 day God exploration

· “Pray” to God every day for 30 days, see what happens.

· If you have been following Jesus for a while, this might look a bit differently 

· Let’s be honest, following Jesus not easy.

· Life is full of incredible disappointment

· It is easy to become cynical because life is hard 
· We’ve tried connecting to others

· We’ve tried connecting to God

· We’ve held out in hope

· We’ve believed before and it did not work

· There is a just a distance

· I have been disappointed enough in my life

· This is why Jesus says that if we want to experience KOG

· That we have to become like a little child

· A child not cynical, not jaded, not distrusting

· They are open and soft, and ready to trust

· This is where we have to go.
· Need to realize this if our hearts are hard.  
· Come honestly become God, ask him make us soft again.

· Promise of Elijah – turn cynical heart into heart open
Be ready for God to speak to you or guide you and respond as best as you can.
· Along with this openness to God, you see Simeon’s desire to be led by God.
· Luke 2:27  “That day the Spirit led him to the Temple.”
· He kind of leaning toward God, ready, listening for God.  
· The very day that Mary and Joseph presented Jesus.

· He got to be part of it because actively listening for God

· Then responded to what he experienced.  
· Got to see the Messiah –fulfillment of Israel’s hopes & dreams

· “I have seen your salvation!!!!!”
· Storyline of Bible is a God who active – speaks, guides, DOES THINGS

· Then invites his people to RESPOND to his invitation.  

· Mary – angel appears

Luke 1:28-33,38  Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you![a]”
 29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel[b] forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her.
· Joseph – angel appears

Matthew 1:20,21 & 24 20 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife.
· Shepherds
Luke 2:8-11,15,17 8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 17 After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child.
· Wise men

Matthew 2:1,2  Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men[a] from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose,[a] and we have come to worship him.”
· When God does something, you see people responding to what see, feel, hear

· They then experience more and more of the good stuff that he has.

· We have this incredible invitation to respond to God.

· When we do, opens us up to more of good stuff.

· What would this look like?

· “God speaks to me” sound a little weird, cryptic.

· Maybe you’ve had experience of inner thought

· Kind of impression – where did that comes from

· Seemed to come from outside us.

· I don’t think that I should do that

· I am feeling like I should do this or that.

· Three sources

· Us – our random thoughts 

· Devil – negative, condemning, harmful, not peaceful

· God – encouraging, helpful, directive, peace

· Remember, we can be wrong!

· Why we always want it confirmed by pastors & leaders

· And other close friends who doing best to follow God.

· Hear it and feel the same confidence.
· Encourage you to carve out quiet time to listen to God this Christmas season.

· Let’s assume that the Bible is right, that God speaking all the time.

· Maybe we miss some of the things that God saying / doing 

· Because we are WAY TOO BUSY, too much noise to hear

· We are missing out on one of the greatest gifts in life.

· An actual, living, connecting to God of the universe.
· Carve out time to sit and listen for God, open ourselves up 
When the future seems unclear, bank on God’s promises.  
· One of the themes that emerged from first two messages.

· God is a God who keeps his promises.

· There is hope and peace beyond the here and now that God promises

· When we bank on that, we can experience God in unique ways.

· Incredible thing about Simeon – future seemed unclear – held on to promise 

The promise of Christmas is

· Abraham - God wants to bless all people

· David - This blessing will go on forever

· Elijah - He will change our hearts turned to him so we know how to receive his blessing.

· This long, empty time, where appears God has forgotten them

· This HUGE gap between God’s promise

· And fulfillment of that promise.

· Those can be some of the most difficult times in life

· Waiting, hoping, holding on, expecting.

· IL – When my wife Krista began to experience God again, teenager

· God gave her desire to have a son named “Samuel”

· In college all her friends knew this – joke about it.

·  After about 4 years of marriage, started trying to have kids.
· Months and months and months = nothing

· Super discouraged.

· Then, found out that she had “polycystic ovarian disorder”

· Started doing infertility treatments.

· Very discouraging, dark time.

· One of things that got us through the rough time . . . 
· God, you promised her a Samuel!

· After three years of intense fertility = found out pregnant.

· Aria, in some ways fulfillment of that promise

· But felt like Samuel coming stuff.

· Two years later, intense fertility treatment again = Gabi

· EMOTIONS UP AND DOWN , DRAINING & STRESSFUL 

· But felt like Samuel coming still

· Held on to promise.

· Then, one night, around Gabi’s first B-day, sitting in living room.

· Felt God’s power fill our living room

· Prayed together for about an hour

· God healed Krista’s body

· Three months later, menstrual cycle on own, first time 17 years

· Conceived naturally and a nine months later

· Son Samuel born.
· Some of you may be caught in a difficult time.

· Hold on to God’s promises.

· Things that he has spoken to your heart.

· Things that he tells us in Bible, firm promises.

Actively participate in some of the ancient spiritual practices that can help connect us to God (like worship, prayer, Bible reading, community & solitude).
· Turn to the second person in the story.

· One of the cool aspects of Anna’s life, in her seeking God
· V. 37  Worshiping God with fasting and prayer.

· One of the ways that we can set ourselves up to receive from God

· Is to participate in spiritual activities that 
· people who pursuing God found effective over the centuries.

· Ways to open our hearts up further to what God might have
· These create space in our lives, help us to experience God. 
· Ways to battle the cynicism that can easily creep in. 

·  I know, for me, walking trough this life.

· With it’s incredible perplexity – lots of joy, lots of pain

· These have been super helpful in my own life to keep heart soft

· Worship – Thanking God for who he is – corporately, individually

· Prayer – connecting to God in conversation, 

· Bible Reading – Bible one of ways that God reveals himself.

· Psalms can be powerful.

· Gospel of John – especially around this time.

· Read around X mas texts that I spoke about earlier.
· IL – Talking to someone who recently began to explore Jesus

· Reading the Bible

· It’s crazy, used to do online gaming 20 hours a week

· Now, I can’t seem to put the Bible down

· So real, so rich, so incredible as you study it.
· Community – being in relationship with other folks seeing Jesus.

· One of the most important things to early church

· Intentionally being together consistently.

· Solitude – Carving out little moments where sit quiet – 5 min 3 x day

· Or ever more extended time one day to a week.
· Slow down our minds, open up to God speaking to us.  
· If you find that your experience of God, as of late is not as much as like.

· I’d encourage you to make these a priority in your life this Xmas

· What could be more important in a season that is about God who makes himself known?

· Than to position ourselves to receive all that God has for us.

· Whether been following Jesus for years

· Or just begun to explore faith and God.
Be an encouragement to others by sharing what you are experiencing from God and encouraging them go after the same.  
· I love the way that you see this happening in Anna’s life.

· V. 38 “She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly.”

· She was filled with such legitimate joy that could not hold it in.

· God has been so good to me and I want everyone to know about it.

· Some times, may feel this sense of guilt that SHOULD talk about God

· Or share faith with others.

· Im convinced that this type of thing not ever be a SHOULD’

· But we experience such great things from God

· That we cannot help sharing with others.

· Inviting them to go to God to experience him as well.

· Taking to this friend of mine who recently experienced God, first time.

· “I can’t keep my mouth shut at work!

· I mean, I am not preachy or anything weird like that

· I just can’t stop talking about all the good things God doing in me.

· How much I am getting from the Bible.

· How many prayers God has answered for me, my wife.

· How much better I feel on the inside.
· Christmas can be a time of spiritual searching for many.

· Maybe there is someone around your life who right now

· Really searching for what life about, if God is real in any way.

· Maybe you’ve experienced God in some way.

· Felt forgiveness, healing, passion, joy, purpose, hope, peace
· Think of how incredible it would be to be used as mouthpiece

· Used by God to share that he REAL

· That people can experience HIM

· That he cares about our lives, offers real joy, hope, peace.
The centerpiece of Christmas is about a God who is alive, active, cares about us

· He wants us and those around us to experience all of the good things he has

· He LONGS for us to experience him in a real and tangible way.

These are ways that we can get in on all of the things that God offers to us.  

· Things that we see in the lives of these other Seekers of God.

· That we can practice in our own life to experience God more than we are now

Here is the rub, though

· My talk today and out time together is only as good as what you do with it

· Your response and my response to put these into practice.  

Bring us back to the questions I asked at the beginning:

· What has your experience with God been like over the course of your life?

· Look back to a few times when really FELT God, HEARD him?

· Have you experienced God recently in a significant way?

· Do you have a hunger to experience more of God in your life?

Maybe you’d like to experience God more than are right now, or have to this point

· Open your heart right now – ask him.

· Pursue him this Christmas season with things we gleaned today

· From the life of Simeon & Anna 

Response
· We are going to take a few minutes to respond.  Here’s how.
· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· If you are part of Hillside Church, invite you to get ready

· Two compelling reasons why people give generously.

· To invest in what God is doing through our church.

· Surest way to financial blessing, through generous giving

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations  :Celebrate death, resurrection of Jesus, gives life.
· Confession Table  ::  Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides   ::  After the time of reflection, feel 

· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.

· I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· WORSHIP BAND COME UP :

· PRAYER RESPONSE

· RESPOND TO WHATEVER RESONATED WITH YOU TODAY

· I need God’s peace in my own life – ASK HIM NOW.

· I know someone who needs to experience God’s peace.

· NIKKI OR OTHERS

· Ushers take the offering during the quiet time.

· After 3 minutes Worship Leader invite to stand

· Sing through three songs

· After three songs (12:15 to 12:18) Lead Person closes

· Wow, this has been a fun Sunday.  Fun to see what God doing.  
· Thanks so much for being here at Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next week.

· Excited for THIS SERIES, hear what happens.   

· Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table

· If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

· Blessing:  
· May you experience a sense of wonder and thankfulness in life.

· May you receive every good thing in life as gift from God

· May you experience all of the fullness of joy & satisfaction. 
Questions for thought & discussion
1. What has your experience with God been like over the course of your life?

a. Can you think back to a time when you really heard, felt or experienced God?

2. Have you experienced God recently in a significant way?

3. Do you have a hunger to experience more of God in your life?

4. Read Luke 2:25-40:  What do you notice?

a. What are some of the things that you notice in the life of Simeon and Anna about how they are seeking after God?

5. Review the five different things from the life of Simeon and Anna that we are encouraged to do to experience more of God.

a. Describe each and how it might apply to your own life.

b. What feels like it connects with where you are at right now?

6. Feel free to read the Christmas passages:

a. Matthew 1:18-25 & Luke 2:1-20
b. What do you notice about how God reveals himself? 

