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Luke 2.25-40 NLT :: At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 26 and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, 29 “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. 30 I have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared for all people. 32 He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!” 33 Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, but he will be a joy to many others. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.” 36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. 37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. 38 She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem. 39 When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord, they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. 40 There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.

 

 

 

How might we experience more of God than we currently are?

Do your best to    open    yourself up even more to God, asking him to    reveal    himself to you.  

 

 

 

 

Be ready for God to    speak    to you or    guide    you and    respond    as best as you can.

 


Luke 1.28-33, 38

 


Matthew 1.20,21 & 24

 


Luke 2.8-11, 15, 17

 


Matthew 2.1, 2

 

 

When the    future    seems unclear,    bank    on God’s promises.  

 

 

Actively participate in some of the    ancient       spiritual       practices    that can help connect us to God (like worship, prayer, Bible reading, community & solitude).

 

 

Be an    encouragement    to others by sharing what you are    experiencing    from God and encouraging them go after the same.

 

 

 

 

Questions for thought & discussion

What has your experience with God been like over the course of your life?

Can you think back to a time when you really heard, felt or experienced God?

Have you experienced God recently in a significant way?

Do you have a hunger to experience more of God in your life?

Read Luke 2.25-40:  What do you notice?

What are some of the things that you notice in the life of Simeon and Anna about how they are seeking after God?

Review the five different things from the life of Simeon and Anna that we are encouraged to do to experience more of God.

Describe each and how it might apply to your own life.

What feels like it connects with where you are at right now?

Feel free to read the Christmas passages [Matthew 1.18-25 & Luke 2.1-20]

What do you notice about how God reveals himself?

 

