TITLE :  “God’s dreams for you are way bigger than you think.”
Welcome!  It’s great to be here

I had bit of time off between Christmas and New Years

· I am half Polish, my mom’s side

· Friend recommended to me a book about Polish Pilots in WWII

· A Question of Honor 

· Absolutely fascinating story

· As Germans invaded Poland, Polish resisted. 

· Many escaped from occupied Poland, fought way to Brittan 

· Those who could not, Polish resistance movement

· Newspapers, concerts, hiding Jews.

· Quotes on GREATNESS

· What makes the histories so powerful

· IS that they lived lives well beyond themselves.

· Heroic, big, courageous lives.
· Lived for things well beyond themselves: freedom, valor, honor, 
SOMETHING INSIDE ME SPARKED AS I READING THIS.

I DESPERATELY WANT A LIFE LIKE THIS

· To live for something larger than myself

· To matter in the grand scheme of things

· To not get caught up in a small life of things that don’t matter

ONE OF THINGS THAT REALLY CONNECTED WITH ME AS 

· Began to explore God and Jesus 16 years ago

· Overwhelmed with what appeared to me to be recurring theme
· The Bible speaks of a larger story line to life.

· That really made sense to me.  Made sense of life.  

· Why word was the way it was.

· What I felt as I connected with God.

· That God is up to some incredible things in our world.

· That he is inviting us into those incredible things

· That God has dreams and plans for each of us.

· We can tap in to those dreams for our life

· Thrust us from ordinary life

· Into this incredible story, with meaning, purpose, power.

TODAY, I WANT TO LOOK AT ONE SUCH PERSON WHO GOD GAVE DREAMS TO

Talk about the idea that “God’s dreams for you are way bigger than you think.”
Genesis 12:1-3, 7, 8 & 15:1-6    (Text in handout, reference on screen)
1The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.”  7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” And Abram built an altar there and dedicated it to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8After that, Abram traveled south and set up camp in the hill country, with Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. There he built another altar and dedicated it to the LORD, and he worshiped the LORD.  15:1 Some time later, the LORD spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.”  2But Abram replied, “O Sovereign LORD, what good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since you’ve given me no children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my household, will inherit all my wealth. 3You have given me no descendants of my own, so one of my servants will be my heir.”  4Then the LORD said to him, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will have a son of your own who will be your heir.” 5Then the LORD took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!”  6And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted him as righteous because of his faith.

I’d like to take a few minutes, look at Abram’s life and pull out some things


That can help us live bigger lives.


Live the kind of life that we want.


Connect with big dreams and live these dreams out in the world.

1. God is good and wants to do good things for you. 
· Let’s be honest, one of things that can hamper any interaction with God 
· IF he exists and is interactive
· Can I trust that he is good and wants to do me good?

· Life can be difficult, easily think that if God exists, 
· Maybe he is responsible for the suffering, evil, difficulty.
· This is not a new idea.

· One of the first stories of human interaction.

· Adam & Eve in the garden.

· God “I want to give you this whole garden to enjoy.”

· Just, please, do not touch this tree.

· Devil in form of serpent comes with the purpose of question God

· “If God good, why would he keep you from this?”
· At the core = is God good, can I trust him?
· But, story of the Bible is God definitely saying OVER AND OVER AGAIN

· “All I want, is to do you good.”

· “If you trust me, I will do good things for you.” 

· Even in middle of bad, give us peace, work it for good.

· Devil trying to tell us that God is not good.

· Get us to question God’s character.

· This is one of those places where God revealing his desire to do good.

· In his interaction with this guy named Abram.

· Look at this story:  God just shows up on the scene.

· Gives Abram all these awesome promises.

· Leave your country, I want to make you great.
· I want to bless all nations through you.  
· Why?  

· What has Abram done that God would do this for him?

· NOTHING

· This is the story of God’s interaction with people.

· I want to do you good!    I want to bless your life.

· Why?

· Because I am a good God.  I want to do you good.  That’s all.
· The rest of our life is not like that

· We do something and get back based on this.

· Not with God, he wanting to do good for us.
· IL – I was walking with a friend this week.

· He said something off the cuff that I thought was profound.

· Explaining his experience in past few years. 
· “God has wrecked my life for the better.”

· Went on to explain how his life had become SO different than he ever imagined it would be.

· He was on a totally different track then thought.

· God had wrecked his life.

· But, in his take, it was all for the better.

· The things that he was doing now, in this new life.

· Gave him incredible joy and life

· Connected with many of his talents and passions.
· Thrust of this passage, and storyline of the Bible.

· God wants to do you good.  You can trust him.

· With that, ask him to direct your life, give you dreams.  
TIP :: Pursue really getting to know who God is.
· Virtually impossible to think about following after God or Jesus.

· If we do not trust who God is.

· Why would I ask this God that I don’t believe is good to guide me?

· Ridiculous.

· Story of Abram = clear reiteration of storyline of the Bible.

· That God only wants good for us.

· Kind of an invitation to explore who this God really is

· Last week, out in Boston gathered with 11 other pastors from nation.

· Theology, starting churches, engaging with culture. 

· Studied the book of Mark.

· Fell in love with the person of Jesus again.
· Encourage you to take time to really get to know God.

· Not religion, not church, not Christianity, but Jesus

· Revealed in the historical accounts of his life in Bible. 

· Who we can interact with in prayer.  
2.  God’s dreams for our life extend way beyond us.
· As I was reading “A Question of Honor”

· What makes their lives great?

· What is it about them that is so inspiring to me?

· They lived their life, not for themselves

· But for a story well beyond themselves.

· They fought for Poland

· They fought for freedom 

· They fought to rescue Jews

· They fought evil in a sense

· Their lives became great because they lived for something well beyond themselves.

· Here in America, it seems that our whole life, encouraged in opposite

· Live out your passions

· Life for yourself.  Make yourself successful.  

· Be the king of your world.

· Pursue what YOU want with your life.
· Superstar athletes that about themselves, but not about the team. 

· Corporate success about individual success, getting ahead

· Even at the cost of cutting others down to get ahead.
· Centered on our happiness, our success, all that WE want.  
· Problem is, this does not seem to satisfy.

· Talking to a friend of mine, who in finance in Manhattan

· Most of his friends are successful in corporate structure.

· Positions of power

· Making over a million dollars a year

· Have a apartment in Manhattan, summer home.

· Clothes, friends, toys, lovers, parties, 
· Yet, they are not happy.

· Maybe some of us can even resonate with that.

· We’ve lived our lives for ourselves, gotten there or tried to get.
· And yet it feels so empty.

· Why?
· If we live only for ourselves, it significantly limits our life. 

· We are living with far to SMALL a vision.

· If it’s just about us, our success, our happiness, our goals. 
· Missing out on the larger reality of life.

· Something really powerful that God says to Abram in text

· V. 2b  I will bless you and make you famous

· Wow, this is great, but does not stop there.
· “And you will be a blessing to others.”

· God, the end of me blessing your life is not just about you

· It is about you being a blessing to others.

· It is about passing along whatever I do in your life

· And giving that away to others
· God wants to connect our life and dreams to a much larger story.  
· Blessing of Abram is the blessing that God wants to give all of us

· Goes back to Genesis 3, when the world became screwed up

· Adam and Eve decided to live selfishly

· Caused residual brokenness in all of creation

· Brokenness in their relationship with God

· Brokenness between them – blame each other

· Brokenness in relationship with self – ashamed.

· Immediately, God began working to repair brokenness in world.

· Restoring community and connection through Abram.

· Ultimately sending Jesus to deal directly with all the ways that we are broken.  

· God invites us into his mission of making the world right again.

· Our lives do not just have to be about ourselves.
· When we participate in this ongoing story of redemption

· Our lives move from small and restrictive 

· To ever-expanding life that touches people well beyond us.

STORY – Who did this?  Nadia
TIP ::  Actively pursue God’s big dreams for your life.  
· Do you have big, exciting dreams WAY bigger than you are?

· Are you living for something well beyond yourself?

· Or does your life feel small, self-centered, restrictive, closed in. 

· My own happiness, my own success, my own 

· God wants to give each of us a dream that is expansive, compelling.

· Something WAY beyond ourselves.

· Connected to God’s larger story, the story of life. 

· That will infuse us with hope and purpose and meaning in middle of every day.

· One of the thing that makes HC exciting, is that this our premise.

· Ask God for his big dreams for our life and for church.

· And then live RISKY lives trying our best to respond to that.

· Time and time again, I have seen folks here getting this dream.

· Like a light switch turns on in their heart – ignites passion in them

· Same profession, same life, but filled with expansive dream

·  compel them forward.

· As individuals we hear God’s dream for us.

· Do this together IN COMMUNITY with others.

· As a church, beautiful mosaic of dreams, passion, come together

· Create this beautiful whole – working to make world better.
· Story seems to pitch that this is what God wants to do for each of us

· If we give him that space to do that.
· .

· .
3.  The best way to accomplish our dreams is to continually depend on God for what we need along the way.
· One of the things that we notice as we study this text

· Is all of the times that God says, “I will.”

· I will make you into great nation.

· I will bless those who bless you

· I will give you this land. 

· Who is the initiator of these dreams?       God is.
· As Abram is invited in to this HUGE STORY, these big dreams.

· God is saying, “I will be there, behind you, backing you along way.”

· “I will give you what you need to do what I am calling you to do.” 
· The things that Abram called to do are WAY bigger than accomplish on his own.

· The crux of the story is will Abram TRUST God along the way?  
· Would Abram trust God’s character, even if things became difficult, unclear or required faith? 
· This seems to be the question of life, doesn’t it?

· When faced with idea of big dreams or big things ahead.

· Accomplishing big things requires RISK!
· Step out into the unknown.

· How can I even do this?

· What if I try and fail?

· What if it does not work out? 

· Maybe we have this sense that there are bigger things that we called do.

· Sense that God may be calling us to this LARGE LIFE.

· Why don’t we step into that?

· WE ARE AFRAID?

· WILL GOD COME THROUGH?

· Do we believe that God will do what he said?

· Do we trust that God wants to do us good?

· Do we have faith that God be there for us 
· What does Abram do?

· Feels invitation to big things, afraid, fearful, will God?

· And yet CHOOSES to bank his whole life on God.

· To trust God to do what he said he would do.

· 12:7  Builds an altar to the Lord.    12:8  Builds another.

· Symbol to himself, to family, anyone who pass his decision.

· 15:6  Believed God for what he said

· Abram was invited to respond to God in one key way: to trust God.

· As he did this, opened the door for these incredible things God had

· Up his sleeve, to begin to come to pass in Abram’s life.

· TRUST was the key to opening the door for BIG THINGS

· Story of Abram’s life.

· He did eventually have a son, even though 100, Sarai baren

· He became father of 12 = tribes of Israel 
· Jesus were direct descendent of Abram.

· God came through.
TIP : : Stake your whole life on God and his ability to empower you.
· Maybe a sense in your own life, that not satisfied with story living.

· WAY too small.

· Maybe you even have a sense that God calling you to more.

· But it feels risky, scary, bigger than you.

· What if I fail?  What if I can’t pull it off?
· What if you succeed?

· What if you never step out, get to end of life, NOT LIVED?
· Helpful to look at God’s track record in scripture

· Faithful to back those he called to do great things.

· Empowered them along the way.

· IL - Think back to starting this church.

· Huge risk = churches did not succeed in urban setting.

· We were young.  Did not know what we were doing.

· All we had was God, in a sense.

· Stepped out and did our best to trust God along the way.
· This year at HC

· My dream for us as individuals and community = take BIG RISK.

· As a community, dream together, take big risk.

· Pray more, Give more, serve more, step our more.

· To experience incredible feeling of being IN God’s dream.
4.  God’s dreams for us often fulfill the deepest longings in our soul.
· One of my favorite parts of this whole story is Abram’s interaction with God in chapter 15.

· Chapter repeats much of what said in Chapter 12 

· God speaking BIG things to Abram

· 15:1  “Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.”

· Abram’s reply, “All this is really good God.”

· “But what I really want is a son.”

· Almost 100 years old and no kids, wife barren.

· God’s promise in face of impossibility.

· Something resonates with many of us, to live big dreams for larger story.
· Have greater sense of purpose, meaning, what am I living for?

· Yet, at the same time, is it not true .  . .
· That life is not just about this huge overarching story.

· It’s also about the little, secret dreams that each of us has.

· The deep desires for our life that we have

· That maybe we keep hidden, even from people close to

· For Abram, it was that he desperately wanted a son.

· God’s response to Abram is so powerful to me.

· He takes Abram’s prayer super seriously.

· God is so gentle with Abram’s prayer.

· Reassures him in verse 4

· Along with these other great things that I want to do in you, this inner longing in your heart will be fulfilled.  =  son 
· Maybe you’ve been afraid to give God all of your self

· Because you are afraid that what you want will not be done.

· Don’t want to trust fully, in case what you want not happen.

· Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.”  Psalm 37:4 

· IL – Think back to my life.

· Desire in late high school was to be a lawyer – 

· Tom Cruise in A Few Good Men

· Then International Relations – Spanish 
· As I began to follow God again early college

· Felt him calling me to pursue being a pastor.

· My honest response :: “Are you serious?!  
· “Are you trying to ruin my life?”   This is going to suck.”
· What about some of the dreams deep in my heart?

· As I look back, I can say completely honestly

· That every desire I’ve had

· Ever thing I feel he’s made me for

· Has been done

· OR that as I “delighted myself in God”

· He has changed my desire and replaced it with something far more fulfilling.

TIP :: Be honest with God about any secret dreams in your heart and trust that he will fulfill your deepest desires. 
· If this is true, that God really does care about the secret dreams in heart

· That he loves to fulfill those along the way.

· Or show us things that way better than that.

· My encouragement to you is to make communicating these to God

· On a regular basis

· Asking him to fulfill theses.

· Showing you any ways that these can happen that you are not currently considering or aware of.

· IL – couple of weeks ago, praying

· Kind of upset with one aspect of my life not feeling satisfied.

· Chatting with God = telling him how I was feeling.

· Felt like he said to me

· “Oh, wow!  I don’t want you to feel that way at all!”

· “Have you considered . . .  idea that totally freeing in my life.

· Honestly, felt like something that I created from birth to do / be

· Released for the first time with this new idea.

· Encourage you to do the same.

I WONDER IF MANY OF OUR LIVES RESONATE WITH WHAT TALKED ABOUT


For a life with greater meaning and purpose


Where we sense God’s big dreams for our life.


Where we experience his help and power along the way.


And where the deepest desires of our hearts are fulfilled.

Response
· We are going to take a few minutes to respond.  Here’s how.
· Start off with a time of reflection.

· One song, where it is just quite – reflect, pray.

· During reflection time, we are going to take our OFFERING.

· If you are part of Hillside Church, invite you to get ready

· Two compelling reasons why people give generously.

· To invest in what God is doing through our church.

· Surest way to financial blessing, through generous giving

· Then, after reflection time, songs begin, move to 

· Communion Stations  :Celebrate death, resurrection of Jesus, gives life.
· Confession Table  ::  Prayer requests, confessions.

· People to pray on the sides   ::  After the time of reflection, feel 

· After three songs, I will come back and dismiss us together.

· I want to invite our USHERS to come forward

· Invite you to get ready to give.

· WORSHIP BAND COME UP :

· PRAYER RESPONSE

· RESPOND TO WHATEVER RESONATED WITH YOU TODAY

· I’d like to believe / experience that God is good, trustworthy.

· I would like God to give me his dream for my life.

· I need God’s help right now, stepped out, risked, need it.

· I have deep dreams in me that long to be fulfilled.  

· NIKKI OR OTHERS

· Ushers take the offering during the quiet time.

· After 3 minutes Worship Leader invite to stand

· Sing through three songs

· After three songs (12:15 to 12:18) Lead Person closes

· Wow, this has been a fun Sunday.  Fun to see what God doing.  
· Thanks so much for being here at Hillside Church today.

· I look forward to seeing you again next week.

· Excited for THIS SERIES, hear what happens.   

· Please remember to drop off your CONNECTION SHEET at Info Table

· If you are here for the first time, pick up GIFT

· Blessing:  
· May God give you big dreams for your life and meet you every step of the way as you seek after him and trust him daily.  
Questions for thought & discussion:
1. What do you ultimately feel that you are made for?

2. Do you feel like God has given you big dreams for your life?

a. If so, what are they?

3. Genesis 12:1-3, 7, 8 & 15:1-6
a. What do you notice about God and Abram’s interaction?
4. How does it feel to you that God just wants to do Abram good?

a. Do you believe that God is good?  Why or why not?

5. What does the second half of 12:2 say about how far Abram’s blessings are to extend?

a. Why does this seem important?

6. Who is the initiator in this text?  Why is that important?

7. What does Abram do in response?  12:7, 12:8 & 15:6

8. What is Abram’s objection to God in the first part of chapter 15?

a. What is God’s response?

9. How does Psalm 37:4 connect to this idea?

10.   How will you respond / interact with God because of all this?
