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pursuing God. loving people. impacting our world.





Discover Your Gifts

Discovering Your Gifts and How to Use Them
Welcome to the Discover your Gifts Workshop!

I) What is the purpose of this workshop?


1) To recognize we are all uniquely gifted and have something to offer others.


Psalm 139; 1Corinthians 12:1-7; Romans 12:3-8



The CONTEXT for our gifts is: ____________________.

2) To identify our unique gifts 


2 Timothy 1:6-7

3) To learn how to utilize our gifts



2 Timothy 1:6-7; Romans 12:3-5


4) To identify places we can use our gifts both inside and outside of the church


In the church: 1Cor 12-14



Outside the church: Joseph (Genesis 37-48), Daniel, Paul’s journeys (Acts13-28)

5) Our prayer for you - Paul’s pray for the church in Colosse:

 For this reason, since the day we heard about you. We have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might.










Colossians 1:9-11

II) Why do our gifts matter?


1)  We work together: the picture of a Body (1Cor 12:12-27)

a) Every part is necessary

b) Every part is important

c) Translation: we need others and others need us


2)  The power of community (Acts 2:42-47)

3)  They are an ___________________ of God’s love for others (Matthew 22:36-39)


III) Is there a _________________ between gifts, calling and vocation?

1) Gift – a notable capacity, talent, ability or endowment
A) Three ways we can receive gifts: 

a) We are born with them (it seems to “just be who you are”)
b) We learn over time

c) They are supernaturally imparted to us by the Holy Spirit
B) We all have “__________________” gifts

a) Examples: leadership, hospitality, encouragement and organization

b) God created us with these gifts (Psalm 139)





Every gift (“natural” or supernatural) is from God





Just because it is “natural” does not mean it is not a gift from God
c) The Holy Spirit can supernaturally empower these “natural” gifts

C) We all can receive supernatural gifts from God

a) Examples: miracles, healing and prophecy
2) Calling – a God-initiated strong inner impulse toward a particular course of action
A) This can include a life message, a particular vocation, a location or a people group

B) Examples: 

a) Mother Teresa was called to the sick & dying in Calcutta

b) Billy Graham was called to preach messages inviting people into relationship with Jesus

3) Vocation – the work in which a person is regularly employed

4) The relationship between gifts, calling and vocation

A) Gifts do not _____________________ calling or vocation

a) Gifts are assets helping us to fulfill or live out a vocation or calling

b) There may be strong correlations between certain gifts and vocations

B) Calling and vocation can be different

a) For example: in some cities, Paul made tents (vocation) so he could earn a living while he planted churches (calling).  In other cities, Paul was a supported church planter so his calling and vocation were the same.
IV) Exploring your Spiritual Gifts

1) Every person has spiritual gifts (1Corinthians 7:7b)
 “…Each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that” 
2) All gifts are for serving others (1 Corinthians 12:7)
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good”
3) All gifts are from God (1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
4) We can _________ God for spiritual gifts

“Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.” 1Corinthians 14:1
5) The Bible does not lock us into tight restrictions as to the number of spiritual gifts, or even their definitions.
A) The four major lists of gifts are found:

· Romans 12:3-8

· 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, 27-31

· Ephesians 4:11-12
· 1Peter 4:9-11 
B) There are other passages that mention or illustrate gifts not included in these lists.

Apostle: 1 Corinthians 12:28-29, Acts. 14:14-15
The ability to publicly communicate God’s Word in an inspired way that convinces unbelievers and both challenges and comforts believers. To be seen as a leader in a variety of churches.

Artistic Creativity: Exodus 31:1-11
This gift enables Christians to use artistic expressions for the edification of others.

Counseling: Romans 12:8
The ability to motivate God’s people to apply and act on Biblical principles, especially when they are discouraged or wavering in their faith. The ability to bring out the best in others and challenge them to develop their potential.

 Craftsmanship: Exodus 30:22-31, Acts 18:3
This enables Christians to use a trade or craft for the good of the body of Christ.

Deliverance: Matthew 12:22-32
The ability to cast out demons and evil spirits.

Discernment: 1 Corinthians 12:10
The ability to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error, and to give an immediate evaluation based on God’s Word. The ability to tell whether the source of an experience is Satan, self, or God’s Spirit.

Evangelism: Ephesians 4:11
The ability to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers in a positive, non-threatening way. The ability to sense opportunities to share Christ and lead people to respond with faith.

Faith: 1 Corinthians 12:9
The ability to trust God for what cannot be seen and to act on God’s promise, regardless of what the circumstances indicate. The willingness to risk failure in pursuit of a God-given vision, expecting God to handle obstacles.

Giving: Romans 12:8
The ability to generously contribute material resources and/or money beyond the 10% tithe so that the Body may grow and be strengthened. The ability to earn and manage money so it may be given to support the ministry of others.

 Healing: 1 Corinthians 12:9
The ability to pray in faith specifically for people who need physical, emotional, or spiritual healing and see God answer. The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer.

Helps: 1 Corinthians 12:28
The ability to invest ones abilities in the lives of other members of the Body, enabling them to grow in their own spiritual gifts.

Hospitality: 1 Peter 4:9
The ability to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted, and comfortable in the church family. The ability to coordinate factors that promote fellowship.

Interpretation of Tongues: 1 Corinthians 12:10
The ability to make intelligible the meaning of a tongue being spoken, generally in the form of praising God for His greatness and mighty deeds (Acts 2:11, 10:46).

Knowledge: 1 Corinthians 12:8
God-inspired insight into a situation for the purpose of expressing God’s love, or inspired insight into revealed truth, especially Scripture.

 Leadership: Romans 12:8
The ability to clarify and communicate the purpose and direction (vision) of a ministry in a way that attracts others to get involved. The ability to motivate others by example and service to work together in accomplishing a goal.

 Mercy: Romans 12:8
The ability to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering. The ability to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those experiencing distress, crisis, or pain.

Miracles: 1 Corinthians 12:10

The ability to pray in faith specifically for God’s supernatural intervention into an impossible situation and see God answer. The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer.

 Missionary: Acts 13:46-47
The ability to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and help believers from that culture.

Music: 1 Samuel 16: 14-23, Psalm 150, Colossians 3:15-17

The ability to play a musical instrument or to use their voice for the glory of God and the edification of others.

Organization: 1 Corinthians 12:28
The ability to recognize the gifts of others and recruit them to a ministry. The ability to organize and manage people, resources, and time for effective ministry. The ability to coordinate many details and execute the plans of leadership.

Prayer: Colossians 4:2
The ability to pray for the needs of others over extended periods of time on a regular basis. The ability to persist in prayer and not be discouraged until the answer arrives.

 Prophecy: 1 Corinthians 14:3, 22-25

The ability to express God-given words to build up and encourage believers or disclose the secrets of the heart of the unbeliever.

Service: 1 Corinthians 12:28, 1 Peter 4:11

The ability to recognize unmet needs in the church family, and take the initiative to provide practical assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for recognition.

Shepherding Ephesians 4:11
The ability to care for the spiritual needs of a group of believers and equip them for ministry. The ability to nurture a small group in spiritual growth and assume responsibility for their welfare.

 Singleness: 1 Corinthians 7:32-35, Matthew 19:10-12, 1 Timothy 4:1-5

This gifts enables Christians to live happily as singles while contributing more effectively to the kingdom of God.

 Suffering: Matthew 5:10-12, acts 7:54-60

This gift enables Christians to suffer for their faith which at the same time maintaining a joyful, victorious spirit.

Teaching: 1 Corinthians 12:28
The ability to educate God’s people by clearly explaining and applying the Bible in a way that causes them to learn. The ability to equip and train other believers for ministry.

 Tongues: 1 Corinthians 12:10
The ability to pray in a language understood only by God or by one who is given the gift of interpretation at that time.

 Voluntary Poverty: Acts 4:32-37, 1 Corinthians 6:10
Christians are able to deny themselves material well-being so that they can maintain a standard of living that parallels the poor.

Wisdom: 1 Corinthians 12:8
The ability to understand God’s perspective on life situations and share those insights in a simple, understandable way. The ability to explain what to do and how to do it.

V) Other pieces that fit with our gifts

1) Understanding your _______________________ Heart.

A) Your Past Accomplishments




Helps us to see where our heart is motivated.
B) Things you instinctively feel deeply about



Helps us to discover where our passion is.
C) Consider your answer to each of the following questions. 
a) The people I would like to help the most are: (circle) 

Homeless, youth, young mothers, elderly, parents, single parents, poor, sick, singles, infants, teenagers, newly married, widowed, disabled, children, men, women, other ________.

b) The issues I am most concerned about are: (Circle)

Pornography, teen pregnancy, world hunger, poverty, drugs, child abuse, domestic violence,  divorce, environment, evangelism, discipleship, politics, dysfunctional families, violence, education, racism, other_______
c) Most of my close friends would say that I’m interested in . . .

d) The group of people I most like to work with are:

e) Church issues, needs or ministries that excite me the most:

f) If I knew I wouldn’t fail, this is what I would attempt to do for God with my life:

Take a few minutes to look through your answers. Do you see any common theme? (A recurring age group or issue?)

At least some of my passion seems to lie in the area of:
2) Uncovering your special __________________.

A)  Acknowledge your natural abilities.
a)  One of the most common excuses people give for not getting involved serving is “I just didn’t have any abilities to offer.” 
b) The key is matching your abilities with the right area of service.

B) This is a list of talents and abilities, which will help you, identify your particular capabilities. Look over the list below and circle those abilities which apply.

Entertaining ability: to perform, act, dance, and speak

Recruiting ability: to enlist and motivate people to get involved

Interviewing ability: to discover what others are really like

Researching ability: to read, gather information, and collect data

Artistic ability: to conceptualize, picture, draw, paint, photograph, or make renderings

Graphics ability: to lay out, design, create visual displays or banners

Evaluating ability: to analyze data and draw conclusions

Planning ability: to strategize, design and organize programs and events

Managing ability: to supervise people to accomplish a task or event and coordinate the details involved

Counseling ability: to listen, encourage and guide with sensitivity

Teaching ability: to explain, train, demonstrate, and tutor

Writing ability: to write articles, letters, and books

Editing ability: to proofread and rewrite

Promoting ability: to advertise or promote events and activities

Repairing ability: to !x, restore, and maintain

Feeding ability: to create meals for large or small groups

Recall ability: to remember or recall names and faces

Mechanical operating ability: to operate equipment, tools or machinery

Resourceful ability: to search out and !nd inexpensive materials or resources needed

Counting ability: to work with numbers, data or money

Classifying ability: to systematize and !le books, records, and materials so they can be retrieved easily

Public Relations ability: to handle complaints and unhappy customers with care and courtesy

Welcoming ability: to convey warmth, develop rapport, making others feel comfortable.

Composing ability: to write music or lyrics

Landscaping ability: to do gardening and work with plants

Decorating ability: to beautify a setting for a special event

3) Recognizing your unique ______________________.

A) God has wired your temperament in a unique way. This is an important factor when seeking where you fit in service.  
B) It is obvious when we look around that God did not use a cookie cutter to form us. He likes variety. 
C) There is no right or wrong personality and temperament style. 
D) We need everyone to balance the church out.

E) Consider your personality:

Extroverted (What energizes me?) Introverted

3

2

1 

0 

1 
2 
3

Feeler (How do I make decisions?) Thinker

3

2

1 

0 

1 
2 
3

Variety (What kinds of tasks do I prefer?) Routine

3

2

1 

0 

1 
2 
3

Self-Expressive (How do I express myself?) Self-Controlled

3

2

1 

0 

1 
2 
3

Competitive (How do I interact in games, situations, etc.?) Cooperative

3

2

1 

0 

1 
2 
3

4) Embracing your life ______________________.

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” 
(Genesis 50:20).

“And we know that in ALL things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” 
(Romans 8:28).

A) One of the most overlooked factors in determining the ministry God has for you is your past experience.

a) Particularly the hurts and problems you have overcome with God’s help.
b) Often, our life’s greatest messages come out of weaknesses, not our strengths. 
c) Pay close attention to what we have learned in the “school of hard knocks.” 
“God... wonderfully comforts and strengthens us in our hardships and trials. And why does he do this? So that when others are troubled, needing our sympathy and encouragement, we can pass on to them the same help and comfort God has given us!” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4 LB)
B) Below is a list of experiences that can be helpful in determining where you can minister to others.

a) Spiritual Experiences—Meaningful decisions/times with God
b) Painful Experiences—Problems, hurts, trials-that have taught you
c) Educational Experiences—What were your favorite subjects in school?
d) Training Experiences—What classes/seminars, etc… have been helpful?
e) Ministry Experiences—How have you served in the past?

VI) Some Thoughts to Help you Grow
1) ___________ yourself to God 

I urge you… to offer yourselves as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—which is your spiritual worship

Romans 12:1
I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received
Ephesians 4:1
2) ___________ God
Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all that you need will be given to you
Matthew 6:33
3) Get rid of ______________________ attitudes

Don’t conform any longer to the ways of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind
Romans 12:2

Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without the yeast - as you really are
1 Corinthians 5:6-7
4) Honestly _________________ strengths

Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, but try to have a sane estimate of your capabilities by the light of the faith God has given to you
Romans 12:3
5) Regularly _______ your gifts

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one Body, and each member belongs to all the others...We have different gifts, according to the grace God has given us...prophesy... serving... teaching...encouraging... contributing... leadership... showing mercy... If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is... Romans 12:4-8
6) Take __________: look for and make the most of every opportunity

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.

Ephesians 5:15

7) ____________ one another in love

Dear children, let us not love with word or tongue, but with actions and in truth

1 John 3:16
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord

Romans 12: 10-11
My command is this: love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

John 15:12-13
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