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 Week 5: Reaching Outward
The Fifth Habit: Reaching Outward


Luke 15:1-7 


Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." Then Jesus told them this parable:  "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, `Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.'  I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.


· What hits you about this passage?
· What motivates the shepherd to go after the lost sheep?    

· What is Jesus doing before he tells this story?  

· What about Jesus’ behavior upsets the Pharisees?  
What is your story of being found by Jesus, if you feel like you have had such an experience?

What is your current story of being found by Jesus? (How are you continuing to experience Jesus as the one who comes after you and pulls you out of trouble, gives you life, security and purpose?) 

Luke 14:16-24

Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'  But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.'  Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.'  Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'  The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.'  "Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.'  Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.'"
 
Four ways we are trying to reach outward as a church

1. 
Welcoming newer people
One way to think about our Sunday service is that we are throwing a big party for our entire Duluth area every week, and everyone is invited!  Like the man who threw the banquet, we want all our seats to fill up!  And, when people do respond to our invitation, we want them to feel like they attended a banquet for them.  In addition to the worship service, which we hope does feel like a spiritual feast, we also want them to have a positive experience in meeting actual people in our church.  For this reason we want to encourage everyone to make a habit of welcoming new people when they come to our church.  It makes a huge difference.  
We have an unofficial rule in our church.  It is called the 3-minute rule.  We want every person to be greeted and personally interacted with within the first 3 minutes they are here.  So we encourage you to come early, grab some coffee and introduce yourself to one or two people you have not met before, especially if they are sitting or standing alone.  Also, stick around to connect with people after the service. 

Why do we encourage this?  Two reasons.  For one, first-time visitors decide whether they will return within the first seven minutes of arriving, which gives us a small window to help them connect.  Second, newer people on average exit the building 3 minutes after the service!  If we can help every newer person to find a friend and a place to get involved in our community they are more likely to stay connected and grow in a relationship with Jesus. 
2. 
Praying for non-church going friends

We find it is helpful and fun to regularly think of and pray for people we know who is not a part of any Jesus-centered community.   As we consider Jesus’ desire for all people to experience his goodness in their lives, we want to pray blessing for our co-workers, neighbors, family and friends who have not yet experienced Jesus in this way. 

3. Inviting others
 

God has an incredible love for every person we come in contact with.  Sometimes all a person needs is an invitation to come and God will meet them.  Often we say “no” for people because we simply do not invite them to come with us.   As we connect with people, let’s invite them into an experience with God.  This is not an invitation to a church service, but into an experience of God.  We want them to experience God’s love and power just like we have!
4. Doing a regular outreach as a life group

We have found that, as with many parts of our spiritual journeys, doing outreach with others is not only more fun but easier to actually do.  Alone we can have great intentions, but either through lack of resources or focus we can end up never acting on our desire to regularly reach out to our larger community.  Life groups thrive more when they do outreach together, so we doubly encourage life groups to get involved in something.  Our hope is that some day every one of our life groups would have a regular (perhaps even monthly) outreach project.  This could range from throwing a party for friends and neighbors to serving alongside our Reach group or one of our local ministry partners.  We have a number of activities that are already planned that life groups can join in with.  By getting out in the community, we also feel we are following in Jesus’ footsteps in the way he constantly spent time with the marginalized in his society.    

Takeaway:

I will commit to the habit of welcoming people I do not know on Sundays and reaching out to 
my five through praying and building relationships with them; I will commit to doing some type of outreach activity with friends.  

Reflection Five: Reaching Out

What did you feel when you first came to this church?

What or who made you feel welcomed? 

What holds you back from reaching outward?

What helps you to reach outward?

Make a commitment to welcome someone on Sunday that you do not know.

Write down the first name of the person you welcomed this Sunday __________

Some welcome hints:

1. Do not ask “Are you new?”  If you want to know, ask “Have you been coming here for a while now?”

2. Ask them simple questions like “Did you do anything fun this weekend?” or “How long have you lived in the area?”   Show interest in their lives.

3. Do not feel like you have to go really deep.  Chatting about the weather makes most people comfortable.  This is a good thing.

4. Invite people to your life group and/or to help out with the Sunday service ministry you are part of.  People like to feel useful.  Help to get them involved. 

5. Introduce them to some other people you know that may be a good relational connection for them.
Praying for Your Five
If you haven’t already, make a list of five people in your life (they might be a close friend or someone you barely know) and begin to pray for God to bless their lives.  As you pray for them ask God for opportunities to build your relationship with them.  Eventually, you may invite them to your life group, an event at church or a Sunday service.  

I’m praying for the following people: 
____________________      __________________       ____________________
____________________      __________________       
Some reaching outward tips:

Be Interceding (especially for your five)

The Bible says that the whole world is blinded by Satan.  It would take a supernatural work of God to have people open their eyes to the realities of the Kingdom of God.  The spiritual battle of intercession is needed.

Be Looking
Jesus was always watching what the Father God was doing around him, so pray that God will show you what he is doing.  Then, look for evidence of God at work in people around you (family, coworkers, neighbors, people you pass by on the streets).  

Be Affirming
Jesus is very affirming to non-religious people.  He talks of hell a lot, but only to those who are religious leaders.  Jesus accentuates the positive in people to encourage them.

Be Listening
Jesus was a very good listener.  People feel cared for when someone actually cares enough to really listen to them.

Be Loving
Loving people is a way of showing others how much you have received from God in your life.  Most people do not have the time and space to really love people around them that are not part of their inner circle.  It really changes lives.

Be Unexplainable
Do things that are hard to explain by the expected rules of society.  This can often be a window for people into seeing Jesus for the first time.  One way of doing this is through people seeing God’s power at work through physical healing, deliverance, and prophecy - things that are not conventionally explained.  You will need to pray for others for this to happen!  Another way for people to see Jesus in a new light is to show grace and love by serving people in unexpected ways. 
Life Group Outreach
Life groups are welcome to come up with their own outreach ideas but we have found that sometimes groups can get bogged down in the process of trying to pick something to do together.  There are many opportunities within our church for you to get involved with events already planned.  Two of those events are our annual Block Party (July) and Fall Fest (on Halloween).  These are excellent places for you to serve together as a Life Group and reach outward.  Secondly, we encourage you to connect with our REACH group leader Robin Brady. This group regularly goes out into the community to serve and love the people in our church neighborhood.  There are many opportunities to either work with the Reach group or for them to help you coordinate a time to do an outreach as a Life group.  You can contact Robin at 218.393.7100.
�“Evangelism” – what do you think about that word? What feelings or thoughts come up?


Do you want those around you to experience God in a real way like you have?


What’s difficult about sharing with others about God?


*desire vs obligation


�What hits you about this passage?  What motivates the shepherd to go after the lost sheep?    What is Jesus doing before he tells this story?  What about Jesus’ behavior upsets the Pharisees?  


�Two main points: 1. God’s passion, his heart is in saving people.  He is motivated to find lost people.  He’s so motivated He throws a party in the heavenlies.  2.  This describes a first event in someone’s life – when they first are found by Jesus but it is also an ongoing dynamic in our relationship with God.  Even after we start following Jesus God wants us to stay in a dependent relationship with him.  We need to constantly be found by him.  Its important that we continue to own the areas in our lives where we need God’s saving power.  If we don’t do this we are in danger of becoming like the Pharisess and creating and in/out club mentality.  


�What Jesus is about is finding lost things, and celebrating.  So, if you want to be with Jesus, you have 3 options:


Being rescued


Being part of rescuing


Celebrating


�Take a few minutes and think about how Jesus came after you.  People praying for you, reaching out to you, If you don’t feel like you’ve really experienced this with Jesus what have been things that have made you interested in pursuing Jesus at any level?


�This is key as the antidote for the US/Them mentality.


�1. What kind of people is the man throwing the banquet looking for? People who show up!


2. What does the man do for those who show up? Treats them as special guests


�An important thing we learn from Jesus and that we have found to be true as we have repeatedly reached out to people in our city is that you cannot force anyone to do anything.  Additionally its very important to notice when people do respond and receive them like this man throwing the great banquet.  So when anyone decides for any reason to come to a Sunday service or any church class, event or activity we see that as a sign that they might indeed want more from God and that we should treat them like special guests.  


Another big point of this parable is that those who are on the fringes of society are often the most responsive and willing to receive the good things God has for them.  For this reason we want to spend part of our energies as a church looking for ways to serve those in our city who are often left out.


�Welcoming


�Praying


�Praying for your 5


�inviting


� my five


�Go over this assignment in class. Ask everyone these two questions.


� A FRIEND and a JOB are key to helping people stay
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