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Essentials of Following Jesus_________________


Week 6: Trusting God with our Money

The Sixth Habit:  Trusting God with our Money

Matthew 6:19-34

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”  

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

How is money an enemy of God?

· Money and God are rivals; they
 promise the same things: security and happiness

How do we know whether we are following God or Money?

· In the passage above Jesus seems to give us one key test: Am I

 worried?
God’s surprising antidote to worry
: Tithing
Tithes:  A Life of Faith

“Just as you excel in everything else... in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness... see that you also excel in the grace of giving.”


2 Corinthians 8:7

Some key Bible words:

Believe

  
Pray


 
Love



Give



What the Bible Teaches About Tithing
What is tithing?    
“Tithe” means “a tenth part.”

What’s the difference between a “tithe” and an “offering?”
A tithe is giving 10% of my income before any expenses.
An offering is anything I give in addition to my tithe.

Why Would I Consider Tithing?
7“Return
 to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD Almighty. 
       "But you ask, 'How are we to return?' 

    8 Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 
       But you ask, 'How are we robbing you?' 
       In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe," says the LORD Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty.  




Malachi 3: 7-12
Tithing seems to be connected to experiencing God’s blessing and provision in our lives.

What Should I Tithe – Net or Gross?

The first part of what I earn, not the 
leftovers.

Your tithe = 10% of your income before all expenses and taxes. 

“Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all your income.” 

Proverbs 3:9-10



How Should I Tithe?

We need to tithe in a way that gives up control of this money.  As we said, we do not have the right of stewardship over this money.  So, we cannot direct the flow of where this goes.  So… 

Where Should I Give My Tithe?
Where I worship.
“Bring your whole tithe to my storehouse.”

Malachi 3:10

"As it is also written in the Law, we will bring the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, of our herds and of our flocks to the house of our God, to the priests ministering there. Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of the house of our God, to the priests, the first of our ground meal, of our grain offerings, of the fruit of all our trees and of our new wine and oil. And we will bring a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all the towns where we work. A priest descended from Aaron is to accompany the Levites when they receive the tithes, and the Levites are to bring a tenth of the tithes up to the house of our God, to the storerooms of the treasury. The people of Israel, including the Levites, are to bring their contributions of grain, new wine and oil to the storerooms where the articles for the sanctuary are kept and where the ministering priests, the gatekeepers and the singers stay. We will not neglect the house of our God."  

Nehemiah 10:36-39




Offerings:  A Lifestyle of Generosity
The Bible talks about a lifestyle of giving generously that is beyond the tithes.  The Bible talks at length about offerings to Christian work at large and generously giving to all those in need. This is different from the tithes since you have the control over how much and where it should go. 
You are still the steward over this part.

“Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his hands, so that he may be able to give to those in need.”


Ephesians 4:28.

1. Give willingly.
“For if the willingness is there, your gift is acceptable according to what you have, not according to what you don’t have.”

2 Corinthians 9:12

2. Give joyfully.
“...for God loves a cheerful giver!”


2 Corinthians 9:7

3. Give generously.
“They gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.  Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service...”


2 Corinthians 8:3-4

4. Give expectantly.
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”


2 Corinthians 9:6

Takeaway:

I will commit to a lifestyle of generosity that gives control of my life to God rather than money.  I will do this by faithfully tithing  
and by giving generously whenever I am led by God.

Further Resources:
· The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn—an inspirational story of a person who radically trusts God with his money
· Money, Possessions and Eternity by Randy Alcorn—a more detailed look at what the Bible says about money
· Your Money Counts by Howard Dayton—a practical handbook for making biblical money choices
· Personal financial & budgeting coaching through Hillside Church 
Reflection Six: Your Relationship with Money

Money is one of the hardest things to talk about with others in our culture.  We often approach money as being a completely private matter, which often leads to excessive worry or a distorted view of money in our lives.  Your assignment with this reflection is think through/journal in response to the following questions.  We also encourage you to get prayer for your relationship with money, as many of the dynamics are spiritual in nature.  One of our goals at Hillside Church is that you, along with every one else, would get to a place in your life that you would never worry about money again!  You may not become a millionaire, but we believe that God does provide for our needs and he wants you to feel well-provided for.

What is your relationship with money?  Have you ever struggled with not having enough?  Having too much?  Even when you have money, do you still worry about it?  Do you fear it?  Do you love it?  Do you have a poverty mentality?  An abundance mentality?  Are you a spender or a saver?  How much time do you spend worrying about money?  Do you never think about money?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was your parents’ relationship with money? How has that influenced you?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where are you with tithing? What do you think or feel about it?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where are you with generosity?  What is one way you can be generous this week?___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Appendix 1:  History of Tithing and Giving in the Church

The New Testament Church

There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.


Acts 4:34-35 

Don't you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.




1 Cor. 9:13-14 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain," and "The worker deserves his wages."


1 Timothy 5:17-18

The 
assumption of the early church was that all Christians tithed their income but in addition most Christians gave above and beyond this.  The mechanism by which this giving was done was by bringing the money to the local leaders for them to distribute it.  Both giving to the poor and supporting full time ministers.

The Early Church Fathers

The Jews were constrained to a regular payment of tithes; Christians, who have liberty, assign all their possessions to the Lord, bestowing freely not the lesser portions of their property, since they have the hope of greater things.  


Irenaeus

Tithes are required as a matter of debt, and he who has been unwilling to give them has been guilty of robbery. Whosoever, therefore, desires to secure a reward for himself . . . let him render tithes, and out of the nine parts let him seek to give alms.  


Augustine

If anyone shall not do this [pay tithes] he is convicted of defrauding and supplanting God.  


Jerome

Today’s Church

In a book describing 18 new church movements/organizations that have grown up in the last 40 years in the world, Professor Peter Wagner highlights that one of the common characteristics of these growing churches is the relative lack of financial struggles.  These churches teach on giving and tithing.  It is taught as part of Christian discipleship and as “beneficial, not only to the church and its ministry in the Kingdom of God, but also to the giver.  Tithes and offering are regarded as seeds that will produce fruit of like kind for individuals and families.”  Giving in these churches is cheerful.  Wagner points out: “I rarely hear the complaint in new apostolic churches [Wagner’s name for these type of churches] I often hear in traditional churches: the pastor talks about money too much.”  Peter Wagner in The New Apostolic Churches, Regal, 1998, pgs 23-24.  

Some of the churches in this survey include: Willow Creek Community Church, Hope Chapel, Grace Korean Church and Missions, DOVE Christian Fellowship International, Antioch Churches and Ministries, and Grace Presbytery. 

Appendix 2:  A Word About Financial Giving 


(from Hillside Church’s Exploring Membership Workshop)
Perhaps one of the greatest shames of the modern church is how we have succeeded in giving non-churchgoing people one strong impression of the church, “They are money hungry and cannot be trusted.”  Which is radically different from Jesus, the earliest followers, and later Christians like Saint Francis and Mother Teresa who are best known for their lack of concern for money.

So, we are doing something that may sound very silly.  We are actually encouraging those who are visitors and just checking Hillside Church out to not give.  We want to do whatever we can to demonstrate to those people that we are not “just after their money.”  We want to serve the wider world, not expect from them.  

In order to properly do this, we then ask all of those who are members, who have bought in to the vision and mission of Hillside Church and decide to be part of it, to be generous in their giving.  If church is like throwing a giant party for those who are outside the church, we want to be the ones to host that party and pick up the tab.  We want to provide quality programs, advertise, hire the best staff possible and engage with the needs of our world, so that we can be most effective at meeting these folks.  All of this takes the consistent and generous giving of our members.

A few other thoughts that commend regular, generous giving.

1. The Bible commands it and Jesus emphasizes it.

a. Jesus emphasizes and continues the same Biblical theme; that members of God’s family should be faithful in giving regularly and generously to the local church.  

b. “Yes, you should tithe.  And you should not let other greater matters of the law go undone either.”  Luke 11:42

c. See also Leviticus 27:30, 1 Corinthians 16:2 & Malachi 3

2. The Bible teaches that generous giving is the surest road to our financial blessing.

a. “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  Malachi 3:10
b. Some give freely and grow richer; others withhold what they should give and only suffer want.  Proverbs 11:24
3. Generous giving is part of helping to accomplish God’s purposes in the church and wider world.
a. We are only able to do what we do if we all contribute together.  As we do that, we are investing in things with eternal value, rather than just temporal items.
b. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.“ Matthew 6:19,20 

�Money, yes, we’re going to talk about it!


Let’s be open to what God would want to speak to us.  Encourage you to interact with God on this in an ongoing conversation.  


This conversation has great potential to open up huge blessings in your life


�


What do you notice about this passage?





What’s going on with the eyes and the body image?





Why is it that you cannot serve both God and Money, what do you think? 


 Is it true? 





How do we serve Money?  Ask for answers.





How is Money an enemy of God? (It could be a blessing.)  They promise the same thing: security, meaning, happiness.  Thus they’re rivals.





Why does Jesus have to say this?  





How do we fool ourselves?  We think we can control money, but in reality, it controls us.





What is Jesus’ argument in the second paragraph?  God cares for you.  He wants to provide for you.





Does it make sense?





Is it an attractive lifestyle?  





It is a life of faith.





Money is talked about as if it was a god with power.  How do we break it’s power over our lives? 





 How do we move more to this lifestyle?  





What are some of the basic instructions in the Bible to move towards experiencing this blessing of the Kingdom?





�promise


�worried


�Maybe, depending on how this feels, we will need to add in the future a beat on money serving us versus us serving money


�Tithing


�[The Bible is a book about giving.


It talks more about giving than about heaven or hell.





Jesus talked more about giving than about anything else.


Over 1/2 of his parables talk about money.





There are more promises related to giving than ANY OTHER SUBJECT.]


�[272 mentions]


�[371]


�[714]


�[2,162!]


�[God is a giver, and he wants us to become like Him!  


The Bible talks about two ways of giving extensively:  Tithes and Offering.  Let’s go into what they are, and why we should do it.]





�What’s God’s argument here? 





 What reasons does he give them to tithe?


�Only place God says “Test me.”


�This one should get some good discussion going!  This is one you may need more time to wrestle with.


�leftovers


Example:  I use Quicken and set the tithe check to print every 1st of the month, even though I don’t get paid until later that month.  It’s a small way of showing God is first and to trust on Him.


�This is important, because this is the whole point of tithing.  It’s about faith.


 In this spirit we encourage tithing on pre-tax gross income.





�Own story about starting to tithe ( wanting to give more ( moving to gross income tithing


�In old times, they had the Temple, a national place of worship referred to here by “the 


house of our God,” and local places of worship where Levites ministered referred to as  the “storehouse.”  As is clear,  they are saying that they will bring offering to the Temple, 


house of our God, and will give the tithes to the Levites, local priests of worship, and the priests will take the tenth of the tithes to the Temple.  





This practiced continued into the NT times.  


They would ceremonially bring their tithe into the church each week.  This way, you trust God to direct it’s spending.  Also, it shows your ownership of the local church that you are part of.





�You give up control & we as a church do our best to be not just good but great stewards of the income


* we live on a budget 1/3 size of average church our size


* around 80% goes directly back into PEOPLE


* open book policy with our finances


�As some will remember, gave over $1,000 to block party, over $500 to youth convention, over $1500/mo for our global partners.  People gave over and above their tithes!


�[Surprisingly, thieves must work primarily to have things to give away.  You would think Paul would talk about the importance of honesty, but it goes beyond that.]





�[Never give under pressure.]


�[Some people ask, “What if I can’t afford to give the tithes and offerings?”  If the Bible’s right, you can’t afford not to!  That’s the means by which God can bless your finances.]





�[The farmer who didn’t have a big harvest can either eat what little he has and have a few meals, or he can plant it.





If you want to reap, you plant a lot.





Give TESTIMONIES of people who’ve committed to tithing?]


�Tithing - by which we mean, 10% of your gross income to your local church, namely, the Hillside Church


�The assumption, or basic understanding, the early church was operating out of was the Old Testament model, which was tithing.  The NT passages, then, indicate only additional sacrificial giving, not less, by any means.


�Augustine said:  give tithes.  And then from the remaining 90%, give alms or gifts to the poor.
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