· Series:  The best year ever

· “I have come that they may have life to the full.”

· God has good things for us.  

·  “You will know the truth and the truth will make you free.”

· We can trust that when discover his truth (found in Bible) and do it = good.
· Team to Africa three years ago

· Never realize how important water is, until you don’t have it.

· People walk miles to water source:  water = life, crops, cleansing.  

· PIC of Our Well

· John 7:37-39 (verse)

· Background:  Last day of the Feast of Tabernacles: wandering / Symbol of water

· Zechariah 13:1 & 14:8 end of days, everlasting fountains flow from Jerusalem.  
· Pitchers of water from the Gihon Spring were poured on the alter.

· Religious leaders knew this context:  Asking, “Is this the Messiah, promised one.”

· Jesus:  Takes up symbolism:  I AM the water of life the you celebrating.  
· Jesus’ offer to us: I will be your source for everything you need in life.  

· Few main thoughts

· Going to things other than Jesus will cause us to thirst.

· 7:37  Anyone who is thirsty is invited to come to me for true life, fulfillment.

· Context: religious elite, those who had it all together.
· Saw beyond the façade of their life to inner ache.  
· Genesis:  We were created to exist in God’s presence: Eden

· God as source of ultimate joy, love, peace.  
· Jeremiah 2:13 (verse)

· We forsake God as the source for everything we need.

· We create other places to try to find this fulfillment.  

· Good & bad: job, relationships, image, hobbies, talents, addictions.

· Lead to more brokenness; false substitutes for real thing.  
· As humans, each of us has needs: be loved, purpose, community, 

· Truth is, we are going to get our needs met somewhere.

· Healthy or destructive places; we will find a way to meet needs.

· Sources of guidance:  Oprah, Men’s Health, Cosmo, friends, coworkers

· Ways to fulfill that:  new job, boyfriend, vacation, 

· Be sure that we listening to right voice, respond correctly. 

· Honest: we feel lost, burned out, desperate for wisdom, vision, love, hope.  

· The inner ache that haunts each of us as we live her.  
· Fulfillment comes in active relationship with Jesus.

· God has always revealed himself as God of encounter

· God of power, mystery, to be experienced.  

· IL Moses, Joshua

· 17:38  Come to me

· Jesus came to restore relationships with God that broken in Eden.   

· By his death, by way of his spirit

· John 17:3 (verse)   “Eternal life is that they know you God.”

· Not belief, theology, religion
· Connection with the Spirit of God: who Holy Spirit is.

· Place of connection with the living God

· He himself as the source of this life.

· John 15:  Apart from me, disconnected from me, you will not survive.  

· AP - We can enter into that relationship with him on daily basis

· Life of conversational prayer; facing difficulties of life.  

· God will meet our every need.  
· Jesus invites us to live from of a place of overflow.

· 7:38  “Rivers of living water.”

· Not just enough to get by, not just a trickle.  

· Not just survival:  How little can I do to survive

· But:  How can I thrive this year; fully alive in God, present in relationships, satisfied, not striving, full of peace, love for others.  

· Colossians 2:10 “In him, we have been made complete.”

· Whole, fulfilled, peaceful, steady, solid identify, vision, love, 

· We find everything that our heart aches for, in him.
· 2 Peter 1:3 (verse)  “Given us everything we need for life / godliness.”

· Energy, wisdom, love for REAL LIFE

· Not just TRY to parent harder, love spouse more, reach out more.  
· From the ultimate source: receive what WE need, give it away.

· It is actually in the confession of our need that God meet us.

· I CANT DO THIS WITHOUT YOU (supernatural parenting)

· Everything flows out of our deep, active connection with God.

· Q: How can I experience God’s love, then give it away.

· Review

· Order

· Response

· Resources:

· Experiencing Father’s Embrace by Jack Frost

· Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby

