NOTES :  Something to talk about at your LG this week.  Online notes.  

· Why do you exist?

· What are you alive for?  What is the reason you were born, created?

· Working through series:  The Best Year Ever

· “I have come that they may have life to it’s fullest.”  John 10:10

· We can trust that when discover his truth (found in Bible) and do it = good.

· Studying scripture and exploring the person of Jesus to enter into life God has.

· This question: Why do we exist?     Is key to living best year ever.  

· Understand our ultimate identity; confidence to who we are.

· Live with greater purpose for our lives.

· I John 4:7-19 (R/O)  

· READ IT SLOWLY:  LET SCRIPTURE SPEAK FOR ITSELF> 

· Overview:   Writer:  John, closest disciple of Jesus.  More intimate detail.

· Followers of Jesus - Ephesus, wrong teaching, John pastor them.  VIP.

· Theme of Ch 4: Receiving God’s love and giving that love away to others.

· Because God is love, when we connect with God, we connect with love.

· When we connect with love, we are transformed ourselves.

· Other people around us then experience the love of God in our lives.

· Akin to Matthew 22:39 (R/O)  Loving God & Loving Others around you.  

· Teacher in the law came to trap Jesus:  What greatest commandment?

· Love God with your whole being and love others around you.  

· I want to point out a few main thoughts in this passage.

· Answer question directly:  why are we alive, here, what created for?

· We were created to exist in God’s love.

· 4:7b  Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God.

· Loving and responding to love is equated with knowing God.

· It does not say:  anyone who performs perfectly, anyone who is super religious, anyone who is successful in life = knows God.

· Those who participate in love, participate in God.

· Seems as though you and I were created for one thing: love.  

· Genesis account of creation and beginning of man.

· God created earth, animals, everything in the earth, for man’s enjoyment.

· Creates Adam to walk in Garden with God, fellowship with God.

· Adam created to live in God’s immediate presence:  experience love.

· Adam is alone, no one to share love with, “not good be alone.”

· Eve joins him and all is good: no shame, no fear, no insecurity.  

· Adam & Eve chose to disobey God, sin was ushered in the world.

· Because God is holy, not connect with sin:  love connection broken.  

· The reason Jesus came was to give us immediate access to God’s love.

· Who is Jesus and why did he come?   What is the deal with him dying on a cross?

· Jesus very mission reflects that idea that we were created for love.

· The purpose in Jesus coming = restore what was broken in Garden.

· God demonstrated his love for us, desire for us to know his love  

· By his son volunteering to go to the cross.  (4:9)

· In order to deal with the sin that was separating us from God’s presence.

· Jesus was a sacrifice, died in our place; paid price for our sin.  (4:10)

· Celebrate communion: body broken, blood shed in our place.

· How can we be connected to God’s love?

· 4:15  WHEN WE “confess that Jesus is the Son of God.”

· Acknowledge our need for him to save us, take him up on the offer.  

· Forgiven of our sin:  able to connect with holy God again.  

· As we see the greatness of God’s love expressed to us, we begin to trust him.  

· 4:16a  “We know how much God loves us: we’ve put our trust in his love.

· Jesus’ love for us melts our hearts, causes us to trust him.  

· We begin to let down our walls of fear, insecurity, pain from the past.

· We let down our walls of protection let God’s love work in our lives.

· We need to recognize our need for love.

· Passage:  “You can’t love, unless you know God.  You need this love.”

· “You were created to know my love, experience my love.”

· John 15:5 (V)  “Apart from me, you can do nothing.”   

· “You can not do anything on your own.  You need my love.”

· We need ongoing connection with God’s love to survive.  

· AP – Society:  independence, self sufficiency, 

· IL – Me: talented, educated, intelligent.  

· I have done everything I can:  I cant do any more.

· We need to receive his love for our own good.

· 4:18b  “Perfect love drives out all fear.”.

· Transforming us:  Driving away fear, insecurity, anger, unforgivness

· Replacing with compassion, security, peace, joy, 

· We need to receive his love for other’s good.

· 4:19  We love those around us out of his love.

· Our spouses, co-workers, kids, those outside church.

· We are invited to a place of continual connection with God’s love.

· Receiving Jesus’ forgiveness is just the beginning of our love experience.

· Christianity not religion, club, stationary:  invitation: connect with God.  

· 4:9b Opens the door for us to enter into eternal life in God NOW.  

· We can have immediate access to God’s presence once again

· Experience ultimate life, love, joy and peace: directly from God.  

· IL – THE EDGE:  Getting a wristband, but never having fun in it.  

· God has given us the Holy Spirit to be with us continually.

· 4:13  His spirit is proof that we live in him, he in us.

· The Holy Spirit is with us throughout our day and life.

· AP – Not just a coffee date with God.

· Longs for us to spend our whole life in his love.

· Through him, experience all benefits of connection with God.  

· Invite him to be near to us in the every day, create place.

· We can go to him to receive everything that we need in life.

· AP – When lonely, need wisdom, are angry, fearful, need love.

· Review:

· You were created to exist in God’s love.

· Jesus came in order to give us access to God’s love.

· We need to recognize our need for his love.  

· We are invited to a place of continual connection to his love.

· Resources:  NOTES  

· Experiencing Father’s Embrace by Jack Frost

· Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby

· Instruction

· Chili Challenge in about 15 minutes:  Respond:  Four songs: after two, head back
· Communion, confession table, prayer teams, 
· Response
· Realizing what you’re living for smaller:  You created for love.
· Living self-sufficient, independent;  afraid of intimacy with God, others.

· Jesus came so you could connect with God of love.

· Break down those walls of fear, hurt form past, mistrust, isolation

· Experience his love deep inside of your hearts.  

