· What do you want your life to look like in ten years?
· What kind of person do you want to be?   What do you want those closest to say?
· Your spouse, your best friend, your kids, your parents, your coworkers?
· What does your life look like now?

· If someone was recording your life, playing it back, what would they see?

· If you took a anonymous survey of those closes to you, what would they say?
· Loving, patient, compassionate, generous, courageous, integrity, secure

· Edgy, impatient, distant, tight fisted, disconnected, over-busy, insecure,
· Working through series:  The Best Year Ever

· “I have come that they may have life to it’s fullest.”  John 10:10

· Study Bible and life of Jesus to discover truth and DO IT = good for us. 

· I John 4:7-19 (R/O)  ( NLT)

· READ IT SLOWLY:  LET SCRIPTURE SPEAK FOR ITSELF> 

· Overview:   Writer:  John, closest disciple of Jesus.  More intimate detail.

· Followers of Jesus - Ephesus, wrong teaching, John pastor them.  VIP.

· Theme of Ch 4: Receiving God’s love and giving that love away to others.

· Because God is love, when we connect with God, we connect with love.

· When we connect with love, we are transformed ourselves.

· Other people around us then experience the love of God in our lives.

· Share a few thoughts from this passage about this dynamic:  
· As we experience God’s love, we are transformed.  

· 4:18  God’s perfect love drives away all fear.
· Think of how much fear we live under:

· General:  fear of future, job, economy, finances, failure,  

· Relational:  fear of intimacy, being hurt, seen for who we really are.

· How great is it that God promises to drive away our fear!

· 18b  If we do fear, we have not fully experienced his perfect love.

· We have not trusted good God and allowed his love into our lives.
· God wants us to experience his love and goodness, so that we trust him.  

· 4:16a  “We know how much God loves us: we’ve put trust in his love.”
· See Jesus at the cross, goodness in our lives, community of church, 

· We begin to let down our walls of fear, insecurity, pain from the past.

· We trust him and let God’s love work in our lives.

· When we choose to submit to God’s love, he changes our life.

· When we choose to come to him, let him love us, his love heals our hearts.  

· He begins to replace the dysfunction in our hearts with his love.

· Deep transformation occurs in our hearts:

· Need to search for love is met = healing addictions, sleeping around, 

· Insecurity we have in our hearts = replaced with security in his love

· Our fears driven back = live from a place of trust in his power.

· Hopelessness = replaced with hope for better life, fresh start.

· Shame of who we are, what done = acceptance, forgiveness in Jesus.

· Living under judgment, criticism of self, others = love & grace 

· Fear of intimacy in relationships = confident in his love, we can love

· Striving to please God = he IS pleased, living out of this security.

· Trying to produce good fruit on own = his love through us produce

· Criticism, anger, impatience, lust, loneliness, regret = healed by love

· IL – My life.

· Receive God’s love for myself; ugly that used to come out, no longer.
· Self-criticism to knowing God loves me.  Judgment to grace.

· = my wife notices, kids, staff, church, atmosphere in home, 

· As we live in God’s love, we begin to embody this love.  

· 4:16b  “All who live in love, live in God, and God lives in them.”

· IL – Marinating steak, tastes like the marinade the longer in there.  

· As we choose to exist in God’s love, we begin to taste like God’s love to others. 

· As we submit to being loved by God, go to him for needs, let him love us.

· We begin to take on the attributes of his love; other’s experience it.  

· It is impossible to be deeply connected to God and not love.

· 4:7b  Anyone who does not love, does not know God, for God is love.

· We can know if God’s love is in us by looking those around us.

· Matthew 7:16 (RO):  You can identify authenticity of person’s life by fruit.

· AP – Spouse, room mates, coworkers, kids see love of God in you?

· How would those closest to you describe you, blind survey?

· You are patient, kind, gentle, looking to serve, forgiving, filled with joy, integrity, caring, making peace?

· If you don’t see these qualities in yourself, God calling us back.

· You need more ongoing marinating in God’s love.

· 4:17  As we live in God, our love grows more perfect.  

· Learning to abide in the place of love every second of the day.

· Receiving his love, letting it drive out ugly we see in us.

· God’s love is made alive in us as we extend his love to others.  

· 4:12 “If love each other, God lives in us, his love is brought to full expression in us.”

· When we take part in God’s work of love, we too receive more love.

· When we choose to love, to respond out of God’s love for us.

· Something supernatural happens in us = we get more love.

· “His grace is multiplied in us as we give grace away.”  John Wimber

· Some times, we want to keep our experience with God to ourselves.

· But love, by definition, must be given away to others.

· “Love must be given away in order to stay alive.”  Me

· See followers of Jesus lose their passion, lose their experience if not give away.

· IL – It is like a really stinky, stopped up bog = rotten

· Place of greatest passion is when you are receiving his love / give it away.

· Some times we wait until we FEEL like loving, until we do.

· God’s love is made alive in our lives, when we take first step and love.

· Before we FEEL it, before we receive even.

· Then, we can expect God’s love to come back at us like a BOOMERANG.  

· Review:

· God wants us to experience his love and goodness, so that we trust him.  

· When we choose to submit to God’s love, he changes our life.

· As we live in God’s love, we begin to embody this love.  

· God’s love is made alive in us as we extend his love to others.  

·  Resources:  Experiencing Father’s Embrace by Jack Frost  
· Instruction

· Always end with a few songs:  what God speaking to you?  What connected with you?
· Communion, confession table, prayer teams, 
· Prophetic Words:

· Response
· Maybe you have walls around your heart:  not trust God = dismantle those today.
· Maybe you realize that characteristics of love not evident in you / as those closest.
· Maybe you have been trying to do good, love others, without God’s love in you
· Maybe you have been trying to keep love of God to yourself, not give it away.  
· God, we surrender to your love today.  We need your love today!
