· Working through series:  The Best Year Ever  PLAY TRACK
· “I have come that they may have life to it’s fullest.”  John 10:10

· Study Bible and life of Jesus to discover truth and DO IT = good for us. 

· Intro:  Fast forward to end of life:  What do you want to have accomplished?
· What do you want your impact to have been?  What legacy do you want to leave?

· What are you living for now?  What are you supposed to be living for?

· Text:  I John 4:7-21  
· Theme of Ch 4: Receiving God’s love and giving that love away to others.

· Being that God is love, when we connect with God, we connect with love.

· When we connect with love, we are transformed ourselves.

· We begin to share with others the amazing message of God’s love for them.

· People experience God’s love through us, as become more like him.  
· Matthew 22:27-40 (V) Summing up all of the OT law & prophets.  Wow!  

· What are the most important things in life?  Love God & love others.  

Share a few thoughts from this passage about living for the most important things.    

· We were created to experience God’s love.    (past three weeks)  
· Jesus gave his life, so that we could be reconnected with the love of God.  

· Experience ultimate life, love, joy and peace: directly from God.  
· Surrendering to Jesus is difficult, but it is the best thing ever!  
· As we invite God’s love into our lives, we are transformed.

· 4:16a  “We know how much God loves us: we’ve put trust in his love.”
· 4:18  God’s perfect love drives away all fear.
· Criticism, anger, impatience, lust, loneliness, regret, hopelessness

· Insecurity, shame, living under judgment, strive please God, others

· We learn to long for and live from this place of connection with God’s love.  
· We begin to taste it, even though difficult (hard, painful) we long for it.

· Giving all to him, in the moment connection, time for him, LG.

· We were created to proclaim God’s love.  
· 4:14  “We have seen it with our own eyes, and now testify.”

· Testify = witness to, speak to, share our story, proclaim.

· Not what we have observed from afar, but experienced ourselves!  

· If our relationship with God is alive, it is impossible to keep it to our self.    

· 4:7b  Anyone who does not love, does not know God, for God is love.

· We have experienced his love and are overflowing with his love.

· It has transformed us to the deepest parts of us = spills over.   
· We have experienced God’s grace for us; loved us while we unlovable.
· Message of Jesus not as cool, if we really think we are something.

· When recognize that we have nothing = scandalous – God loved me.

· Everyone and anyone invited to experience this type of love!  
· AP – How many people you shared the message of Jesus with past month? 

· How many people did you lead to Jesus in 2009?

· How many people did you invite to HC in 2009?

· Not guilt, just a good measure, whether overflow occurring.   
· If this is not happening, something wrong.  Go back to source.  
· IL – Spanish Flu – 1917,1918 / killed 50 million, 500 ill.  No vaccine 1940’s
· What if you had the vaccine?  Ability to save.  Not rest in trying.  
· The reality is that people are living apart from the love & hope of Jesus.

· Living in fear, searching for love, purpose, fulfillment, how change?
· Have we forgotten how incredible the message we have?  
· 2 Corinthians 5:20 (V)  “We are ambassadors.  God making his appeal through us.
· We are the means by which others come to know Jesus.  

· We have the privilege of being included in God’s work in world.  
· We proclaim the message of God’s love:  found right here in this passage.

· We were created for love.  Jesus offers us access to this love in him.
· We can experience God’s love:  love that satisfy us, meet every need.

· That means:  Relationships healed. Hope for every day.  Purpose for life.  

· Healing from brokenness, sickness.  True fulfillment.  
· Inner peace, not live under fear, CONNECT with SOURCE OF LOVE.
· We were created to demonstrate God’s love.    

· 4:16b  “All who live in love, live in God, and God lives in them.”

· As we live in God’s love, we begin to embody this love.  

· IL – As you hang around some one = like them.  Derrick & Melissa  
· As we choose to live in God’s love, we taste like God’s love to others. 
· As we submit loved by God, go to him for needs, let him love us.

· We begin to take on the attributes of his love; other’s experience it.  

· Our very life becomes a message of God’s love to others.

· 4:14  We become a living testimony that God is alive, real, full of love.

· Not just words or sterile message, but God’s message ALIVE in us.

· People are tired of gimmicks, sales pitches.   What is REAL?

· This happens as we allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives 4:13 
· Allowing God’s Spirit, his presence, to be alive & active in us.  
· Our life begins to take on the characteristics of Jesus.

· Loving, compassionate, gentle, humble, confident & secure in Father
· Our life begins to take on the mission of Jesus.

· Connecting people to God.   Healing sick.  Setting people free.  
· Breaking down barriers between people and God.  Serving world.
· Fighting for the weak, defending the oppressed, standing for justice, 

· We create a community, called the church, where the love of God is manifest.

· We do this as individuals and together create a living community of God.

· We create a new community of redemption.
· Where God’s love & power demonstrated to the world.  
· Place where everyone and anyone loved and included.

· Place where God’s power alive: set free, transform, heal.
· IL – Our dream at HC:  into urban area, transform city at core, 

· Go to the hard places, exciting, alive, place of power, active faith.

· Love of God alive in us, flowing out of this place into world.  
· Review:  There are two main things that are important in our lives; focus for 2010
· Receive God’s love for our self, then give that love away to others.  

· Experiencing God’s love ourselves.  Being satisfied & transformed by his love.

· Proclaiming his story and the hope that comes from him to those around us.

· Demonstrating the scandalous love of God to those around us.  

· The purpose of our life:  To impact the lives of other people for eternity.  

· Resources:  Experiencing Father’s Embrace by Jack Frost  
· Best Year Ever Ring Tone:  www.hillsidealive.com/onlinemessages.htm  
· Instruction:  Always end with a few songs: Communion, confession table, prayer teams, 

· Prophetic Words:

· Response: What God speaking to you?  What connected with you?
· God wants to use you to impact the lives of people around you:  proclaim hope.  

· Most amazing place to live:  receiving God’s love, giving it away to others.  So alive.  

· 1. Start surrendering to God’s love = receiving it yourself.  2. Desiring to be used.  
