· Happy Valentines Day

· Series:  The Best Year Ever.  John 10:10  Jesus came to give us life to full.

· Exploring the truth found in Bible, life of Jesus, living it out = best life possible.

· Talk about love, intimacy, connection to others.

· Text:  Genesis 2:4-17  Read and briefly explain.  

· This was them, then.  But this is also very much us now – see yourself here.  
· 2:18 (Chapter 1, “it is good.”) “It is not good for man to be alone.”  God is not done creating.

· As humans, we were created for deep relationships.  

· Deep relationships / intimacy are the thing we most long for, thing most afraid of.

· 2:18 & 20  The remedy to this problem:  God creates a “helper” for Adam.
· God created woman to be a complimentary and equal partner with man.

· Not a servant for Adam, but Hebrew denotes: equality, complimentary, yin yang.

· support:  2:22  The Lord “builds” a woman out of Adam’s side

· Part of Adam’s very body.  Ephesians 5 – love wife as love self.

· 2:23  “Bone of bone, flesh of flesh”  

· Complimentary in strength and weakness.  Equal partner in life.  

· 2:24  Moses, “Well, this explains why the following has taken place . . .

· Man leaves his father and mother and is bonded with wife.

· The two become one flesh, one person, united in perfect intimacy.

· God establishes marriage as a life-long, exclusive covenant between a man & woman.  

· Where choose love, forsake all others, enter into life-long, binding contract.  

· United by God as one person, forever joined to create deepest intimacy.

· AP – Singles - need to be very careful who we choose to marry!

· IL – When I perform weddings “I now pronounce you.”  WHAM

· TS - Question:  What is the last thing that God created before the fall? 
· 2:25  In the climax of creation, God creates intimacy.

· “They were both naked and they felt no shame.”  COOL!  

· Deep intimacy 1.between man and God  2. man and woman 3. people with other.

· There is something deep inside of us that longs for this, still.  

· 3:1  The enemy sets out to disrupt this perfect intimacy by inciting rebellion.  

· One rule in the Garden of Eden:  Don’t eat from the tree of knowledge of good evil

· Simply a test of man’s obedience.  Free will to obey God or self.

· Exist forever in perfect connection to God and others, or take in own hands?

· First, enemy suggests God is mean and is somehow holding out on Eve.

· “Why would God give you this desire and not let fulfill it.”  “That is so mean”  

· You hear this a lot today:  “But, it FEELS so good.”  

· Feelings for other woman, man – so caring, understand me.

· Money on myself.  Getting drunk.  Sex outside boundaries.  

· We are not animals – created w/passions, but self-control.  

· Second, enemy tries to deny the truthfulness of God’s words.

· “Did God really say?”  He is so stoggy.  Old Fashioned.  
· Enemy suggests that disobedience has advantages and obedience is unfair.

· Enemy’s desire is to get her to not do God’s will, do her own thing.

· Consider God a liar, that he does not know best, she knows best.
· The enemy tells us that breaking God’s parameters will bring real freedom.

· God has created many good and wonderful things for us to experience.

· They are to be enjoyed in those confines, brings greatest freedom.

· Alcohol, not drunk.  Food in moderation.  Sun for few minutes

· Sex in covenant relationship – only handle it & true intimacy.

· IL – The place where fish best thrive is in fishbowl.

· 3:6  They were convinced, allowed their passions to drive them, grabbed the fruit, ate.

· Their disobedience broke intimacy, causing sin to enter relationships.  

· They were filled with shame.

· 3:7  Their innocence taken because disobeyed:  knew good and evil.

· No longer could they be naked, vulnerable, honest, true.

· TODAY:  We have fear to be seen as we really are, desire cover up.  

· They sewed fig leaves to hide in shame from intimacy.  

· 3:7  Dealt with their shame apart from God.  Created fake barrier.  

· TODAY:  Out of fear, we do same:  hobbies, busyness, identity, career

· Inside, want to be close, but afraid of it, so tendency avoid.

· They ran from God, rather than running to him.

· 3:8  In their shame, created to run to Father, but chose run from him

· TODAY:  We try to fix ourselves, try to be good, hide from spiritual.  

· They blamed one another, rather than taking personal responsibility.

· 3:12  Adam blames Eve.  3:13  Eve blames the enemy.  Pass the buck.

· They did not take responsibility for their part in it.  

· TODAY:  We blame spouse, parents, boss, past hurts, church.

· Jesus came to restore intimacy.

· Genesis 3:15  “Enmity between her offspring and you.”  Spiritual battle we are in.

· “He will crush head.”  Foreshadow to cross, Jesus triumph over enemy.

· Genesis 3:21  God makes clothing for them out of animal skins.  

· Foreshadows Jesus’ death on the cross:  Jesus restore intimacy.  

· Cover over our sin, fear, shame and need to blame others.  

· Hebrews 10:10 (V)  God’s will was for us made holy by body of Jesus.

· Through Jesus, God is piecing back together what broken in Garden of Eden.  

· By way of God’s work in us, we can have NOW what we lost in garden.

· Deep friendships, amazing marriage, deep relationship with kids.

· Actual connection w/ God.  Live without shame, confident in identity

· (This is why following Jesus so incredible – Best Life Possible).  
· Jesus came to restore intimacy between us and God 

· By dealing with our sin and rebellion.

· Bible not a self-help book, God deals with the pollution at our core that prohibits us from doing what is right, Godly.

· Offers to set us free form the pattern of sin and death; connect us to God.  

· Jesus came to restore intimacy between us and others.

· By offering us his love as the source of our love.

· Only way that true marriage possible is of you have God’s love.

· Ephesians 5:  Husbands love wives as Christ loved the chruch.

· Only way to do this is if you are receiving God’s love.

· AP – Single – hold out for person who sold out to Jesus = true intimacy / sex

· By offering us healing from pain caused in relationships.

· Past hurt that hold us back from trusting again, hiding in fig leaves.

· When we get hurt in current relationships.

· We will get hurt.  Go to God for healing, strength to forgive.
· Jesus will forever restore intimacy.

· This life is not the end of the story.

· Revelation 21:  New heaven & new earth.  Jerusalem coming down from heaven.

· 21:4  God with his people.  No more death.  All things gone.  Eden again!

· Those that surrender their lives to Jesus can have intimacy now.

· Experience Eden as it was supposed to be in God’s recreated earth.  

· Review

· Even though sin has entered the world and mars our relationships – God, others

· Jesus has come to restore this brokenness.

· Connecting us to him in deep relationship; experience his love.

· Healing past hurts, taking away shame, dealing with our fear.

· Resources :  Experiencing Father’s Embrace by Jack Frost

· Instruction:  Always end with a few songs: Communion, confession table, prayer teams, 

· Connection form, after service, next week.

· Response:  What connected with you while I speaking?  That’s what God wants to do.

· Maybe listened to the lie of enemy that freedom found outside God’s boundaries.

· Outside marriage, sex outside boundaries, alcohol to excess, food

· Submitting to parameters.  God, you know best.  Turn from sin and to God

· Maybe you have sensed this brokenness in your relationships – God & others.

· Hard for you to connect with others in intimacy.

· God invite you to experience his love = take shame and fear away.

· Heal ways that you have been hurt in past = trusted and let down.

· Not blame others anymore, take responsibility and bring to jesus.

· Maybe you have been hiding behind fig leaves

· Busyness, hobbies, rejecting intimacy, marriage = same house, no intimacy.

· Recognize that this is what you created for.  Come to Jesus, heal you, confidence.  
