· IL – First disagreement with Krista – Using knife, not cheese cutter (wedding).  Why?  

· Loving others well is not easy.  It can be difficult, but worth learning how = intimacy.  

· Series:  Best Year Ever:  Jesus, “I have come that they may have life to fullest.”

· Study Bible, life and words of Jesus, do what he says = best life.

· Bible deals with very practical issues that we face every day – explore it!

· Today:  What does it look like to love others well?
· I John 4:19-20 (V)  (context:  why is loving others important)

· V. 20  Our love for God is proved authentic by our love for others.
· We are not authentic followers of Jesus, if we say that we love God.

· And yet do not love those who are physically present with us.  

· Why?  Because our lives are a worship to God.

· What we do, how we treat people = expression of our love for God.

· We are instruments & representatives of his love in the world.  

· AP – All of us seen or been Christians treated people poorly.

· Not loving, not defending weak, using power over, serving self.  

· They giving Jesus / Christianity a bad name.  UGH

· V. 19  Our love for others comes out of God’s love for us.    

· Jesus gave his life on the cross to save us from the sin pollution in our hearts

· That prevents us from loving others, doing what is right.

· When come to God, confess our sin, that we unable to do it on own.

· We are reborn through the spirit so sin no longer has power, mars us.

· Otherwise not able to do these things, no matter how hard we try.

· God becomes the source of love – we receive from him for ourselves.

· Then we give away his love out of what we are experiencing.

· His Spirit gives us strength to love, serve, forgive, when not feel it.

· Matthew 7:1-2  ::  We extend God’s grace to everyone by not judging.  

· We are called to not to be judgmental or critical of others’ lives, actions or person.  

· Judgment = fault finding, criticizing another without knowing circumstance.
· Trying to play the role of God, but really play role of accuser.

· Because not assuming the best of someone else.  

· What is good or bad for someone.  Where they are at.  What should do

· We are able to speak into other’s life to bring gentle correction for sin.

· Matthew 18:15-20 (RO)  If someone sins, go to him privately.

· Galatians 6:1 (RO) If someone caught in sin, spiritual restore gently.  

· We are not to judge those outside the church.  

· I Corinthians 5:12 (RO)“What business judge those outside church?”

· Of course those who are not followers of Jesus, not going to act like it.

· We respond in the opposite spirit by extending the grace that God given to us.  

· IL Matthew 18:21-35 (RO)  How many times forgive?  

· 70 x 7 times = infinity because God forgave you a lot.

· Servant forgiven debt of $50K, not merciful to s/o owe $10.

· Our predicament:  We could not save self from sin pollution inside.

· The penalty of our rebellion against God is death.

· But Jesus paid the price for us to be completely forgiven.

· We then extend that grace to others, because he has extended it to us.

· Radical forgiveness, assuming best, giving grace, believing in them

· Matthew 7:3-5  ::  We focus on our own junk.

· Why do you look at someone else and worry about the little thing in them?

· When spend time judging others, keeps us from seeing flaw in own life.

· How many relational problems would be solved if simply follow this?

· Daily:  God show me the planks in my eye:  sin, brokenness,  

· Then we take responsibility for our sin and our relationship with God.  
· Instead of blame wife, boss, children, parents, roommate.
· Only then can we help others:  Our relationships better if we were better!

· Matthew 5:23, 24  ::  We initiate to make things right if we have offended another.  

· If we are at church, trying to worship the living God with words, realize action poor

· Go and fix that before your worship, so that it is authentic worship.  

· Remember, 1 John 4 : we demonstrate how we love God by way love others.

· Our worship to God IS the way that we treat, relate to others.

· Regular spiritual checking in :: three times a day ::  upon waking, noon, before bed.  

· How am I doing?  Connecting to God.  Loving other.

· Ask the Holy Spirit to show us if we have hurt someone, off course.  

· If we have, we take initiative to apologize for that = go right to them.  

· Take full responsibility for the action that we did or words said.

· Not waiting for them to bring it to us.  We go apologize and make it right.

· Ephesians 4:26 (PV)  ::  We resolve conflict before the end of each day.

· The temptation when dealing with conflict is to avoid it and burry it.

· Conflict is NOT a bad thing!  Learn how to work through it well.

· So we come to a point of resolution, stronger in that relationship.

· If burry it; become bitter, isolate, trust others less, taints whole life.  

· Make effort to end each day with a clear conscience: you & God, you & others.

· If there is something that you realize, refer to previous point: go to them.  

· IL – Dad told me at wedding, kiss each night, cant kiss if mad.  

· Ephesians 4:29  ::  We use our words only to build others up.

· We are to guard what we say and say only that which is beneficial.

· Q – What percentage of your talk is criticism, negative comments, complain?

· “Only what beneficial”   Encouragement, positive statements = quite a lot!  

· We are to look for moments to encourage others with our words.

· Greek:  what they need in that moment to encourage their lives.

· Tuned in to God for what he wants to speak through us to others.  

· Philippians 2:3-4  ::  In humility we look to serve others’ needs.

· We are not to get caught up in caring just for our own needs and desires.   Ingrown.

· This is VIP, but we also look beyond ourselves, opportunities to serve others.

· AP – Create margins in lives.  Always behind, burnout = just one more thing.  

· We become more like Jesus, follow his example in the world of serving others.

· Our needs met as serve others :: God fills us with love as we give love away.  

· It also helps us to keep perspective that our situation not that bad.  

· Review:  God wants to empower us to love others well.

· He has given us the Bible, his Word, to give us wisdom for our relationships.

· Instruction:  Aaron:  end with a few songs: Communion, confession table, prayer teams, 

· Connection form, after service, Freedom Retreat, next Sunday.  

· Response:  What connected w/ you while I talking?  Probably what God wants to do in you

· Been critical of others, worrying more about others than self.

· Been blaming others for your sin, situation = take responsibility.  

· Maybe someone you have offended, been stubborn = make it right today

· Maybe used your words to tear others down, rather than build up = this is sin

· Maybe been selfish, served own needs only, not cared about others.  

· HANDS:  God, I really want you to help me to love others well!  As you have loved me.

· God I need you to deal with the sin pollution in my heart.  

· Forgive my sins.  Transform me through your Spirit to be different.
