· What is life really all about?  Perspective ::  

· Jesus had amazing way of speaking to every day life and bringing fresh perspective.

· Get behind circumstances that common to all of us – eternal perspective.

· Explain our life situation, condition of our hearts, how experience best life.

· By coming to him, listening to him, surrendering to him and doing what says.

· Text:  Matthew 6:25-34 (RO)

· Perspective One:  God will take care of us.

· Q – How many of you worry on a regular basis?  Present or future?

· Will economy get better?  How feed family?  What do for retirement?

· How pay medical bills?  Keep job?  Find a job?  Find house?  Get out debt?

· 6:25  Gives us a command:  Do not worry.  4 times in this passage.  
· Doesn’t just say, “Stop that!”  Teaches us how to do it.  Why not worry?

· Because we are valuable to him.

· 6:26  Because he cares for lesser things, he will care for us.

· Birds of air //  6:28 Flowers of the field

· If he provides for them, how much more for us.  We more valuable.

· Because God’s nature is to provide.

· Look at the carefree way that nature lives, dependent on God to sustain.

· Flowing in connection with God, depending on him for needs.

· Jehovah Jireh:  Abraham “God, my provider.”  // Manna in desert.  
· Philippians 4:6-7 (RO)  Do not be anxious, but bring to me, then peace.

· Jesus does not want worry to dominate, control our lives.

· Set us free by teaching us who He is, and resting, trusting in this!  

· Perspective Two:  Life is about more than just the temporal; our context is eternal.  

· Key of text 6:25b  “Is not life more important than food, body than what wear?”

· Jesus takes worry and turns it on its head:  Point of passage NOT worry
· It’s about getting proper perspective on life.

· Which will in turn cause us to not allow the temporal things to control our lives, causing anxiety, worry and fear.

· Jesus, “The deal with this that you living with incorrect perspective.”

· Yes, food, place to live, job, economy, retirement are all important.

· But they are not the most important thing in this life.

· If we give temporal things eternal weight, they begin to control & distract us.

· Allowing temporal things to kill the eternal things that most VIP in life.

· Not just worry, but selfishness – my stuff is my stuff, materialism – acquiring more matters, how I look VIP, what we own, owns us.  

· We begin to live with values that contrary to way called to live as F of J.

· In  Matthew 13:1-23 (RO)   Jesus illustrates what this does to us.  

· Seeds of God: things he doing in world, our life, soil of our hearts.

· Path – evil one snatches away, Rocky – no root, 

· Weeds – worries of life, pursuit of wealth choke it out; seed of God dies.
· We are invited to live in the temporal with the eternal in mind.  

· If we caught up in worldly perspective, living for the here and now.  

· We who we are and what life is really all about at its core = eternal.  

· We are invited to move beyond simple care for physical reality.

· And allow the perspective of heaven to define our earthly lives.

· Infuse the temporal, the world, with the eternal in everything.

· Doesn’t this devalue the here and now:  NO makes it more valuable.

· Every day, every decision– temporary or eternal impact?

· What we choose on daily basis = eternal repercussions – good/ bad.  

· Perspective Three:  Our focus is to be on bringing God’s Kingdom in or lives.  

· 6:33  “Seek instead God’s kingdom in your life, before all other things.”

· Work for the extension of God’s will & reign through our lives in the earth.

· As followers of Jesus, our number one priority is seek after God’s kingdom.

· See his will and reign expanded in and through our lives.  

· We have the opportunity to cooperate with God in his work in the world.

· God’s will is not automatically done in the earth: reason why so much evil

· Each of us has free will, ability to decide how we are going to live.

· Each of us has a mini-Kingdom, a sphere where w are in charge.

· Our time, our money, other resources, 

· We can choose to live for our self, our desires, what pleases us.

· OR as followers of Jesus, called to surrender and live for him.

· Where he is in charge of all of us.

· We give him control of all that is in our mini-Kingdom.

· Use those things to bring about his will in the earth.  

· Matthew 6:10 (PV)  “Let kingdom come, will be done earth as in heaven.”

· I yield who I am, what I have, desire it to be used for you above all.

· Practical –  Free Time – indulging our self, MY time, or God, you speak to me.

· Career – make tons of money or do what God called you to do.  

· Money – spend on self, or invest in things that matter to God.

· Daily Life – live for here and now, survive, caught up.

· Or invite God to lead us, guide us, eternal in middle of life.
· Perspective Four:  Our focus is to be on pursuing God’s values.


· 6:33  “Seek first his righteousness.”

· We are called to pursue, live for and implement the values of God’s Kingdom.

· Righteousness:  Fairness, justice, mercy, rightness of God in our life & world.  
· Personal – integrity, rightness, purity, honesty, love generosity in own life.

· World – work to implement in the world around us – spheres of influence.

· Sharing the message of Jesus love and hope to the world.

· God loves us, that we can have new lives, best possible life.

· Investing in God’s work in the world through his family.

· Creating a community of hope and redemption here at HC.

· Fighting injustice, standing up for oppressed, breaking down barriers between people and God, serve widow and orphan.
· AP – Teachers, nurses, cops, factory workers, students, moms, dads, 

· You do spiritual work every day when you work for God’s values.

· Pursue, fight for, live out, implement in this wonderful world.

· Heaven intersects earth when you live for, act like, fight for Kingdom

· God changes our heart to value what he values, as we pursue him.  

· We don’t crave this on our own:  we selfish, self-focused, greedy, impatient.

· We need spiritual rebirth: transformation at core, free from sin pollution.  

· We see can live with eternal perspective, invite God = he change us.

· Change:  life not about possessions, materialism, ME, my comfort, temporal

· It’s about how I can work for what God wants in the world.  

· Infuse everything I do and am with the eternal in mind.  

· Perspective Five:  When we seek God’s Kingdom and Values, he will provide for us.

· Come full circle, the promise of seeking him first.

· Result:  God’s special blessing over our lives to provide all we need, not worry.  

· IL – Krista and I have tried to live by this – never had need, always provided for.

· Instruction:  
· Aaron:  always end with a few songs: communion, confession table, prayer teams, 

· Connection form, after service, coming events, next Sunday.  

· Response

· You don’t have to do this.  But God invites you to a better way.

· Live free from worry.

· Life that matters in the light of eternity, not just here and now.

· Bring eternal into every day, seeking Kingdom, values of God in your life.

· Transform our life from regular to supernatural.  

· God, I choose to surrender what is mine, what in my Kingdom to you.

