· In one activity, you could 1. help change the world and 2. multiply your finances?

· You could help transform the lives of young kids, fatherless youth, hurting people.  Help see marriages, relationships, lives and communities restored.  
· And, at the same time, would see your personal life transformed and your money, time and resources expanded and multiplied?

· This is exactly what God wants for each of us and offers to us.

· If you have not already guessed, the activity is called tithing.

· Organizing our finances so that God get’s our first ten per cent.

· My favorite thing as a pastor is teaching the things that God offers to us.

· He wants to use us for incredible things in the earth.  He wants to bless our lives
· I would like to take a few minutes to talk today about value & benefit of tithing: 

· Want to say a few preliminary words.

· There are people / churches who have abused their power and misused money.

· Manipulate people in name of God, misuse money, ministry get rich.

· I get furious about this!  Channel 58 “$1000 for a miracle”

· Answer to not throw out baby with bath water, but clean baby.
· AP – Why we are SO careful with finances – open, how spend, checks.  
· People some times get offended when we talk about money at church.

· It was one of the things that Jesus talked about the most.

· Because it is one of the most powerful things in our culture.

· Can’t just simply not talk about it because people get offended.  

· If offended, many because it touches a nerve – too much power.

· I am not taking about this because we are struggling financially.

· God has been faithful to us and people have responded in obedience.  

· I am because, as your pastor, I love you and am called to teach truth.

· Invite you to see possibilities, if we obey God in area of finances.    

· TS – So, let’s explore what the Bible says about this a bit.

Why should we tithe?

1. Because God commands it.

a. It is not an outdated suggestion, it is a command for those who follow Jesus.

b. Leviticus 27:30 (Q) “A tithe of everything . . . belongs to the Lord, it is holy to the Lord.”

c. Tithe is “ten percent” of what comes in.  Not just $20 randomly.  Literal 10%.
i. OT Goats, fruit, crops ::  When get our paycheck, tax return: first 10%
ii. IL -  I waiter : every night envelopes 10% tips & paycheck + missions
d. “Holy”  It is money that is devoted to God.  It is his, he tells us how to use it.

i. OT – used for temple: place of worship, care priests, community of hope

ii. NT – used for same purpose:  worship, function & ministry, com of hope

e. Not just that we give about 10% away to charity = Biblical model local church. 

i. This is way that God has designed to take care of his body, the church
2. Because Jesus commanded it.

a. Matthew 23:23 (Q) “Yes, you should tithe, and you shouldn’t leave more important things undone either.”  
b. Jesus reinforces the OT pattern of tithing, looking forward to the church.

3. Tithing was the pattern in the New Testament and early church.

a. I Corinthians 9:1-18 (RO)  Paul’s instruction to church how tithing is to work.

i. “Those who preach gospel should receive their living from the gospel.”  

b. Tithing is mentioned in Didache – Early Church manual for church functioning.
i. There is a whole section on how to handle the tithes and the offerings.
c. The tithe given right to local church to provide for ministry and function.
i. Place for worship, care for full-time workers, community of hope.  
4. Tithing reminds us that God owns everything and that we are simply stewards.

a. Psalm 24:1 (Q)  “The earth is the Lords and everything in it.”  

b. U.S. is a very self-dependent society.  “Look what I did.”  “MY money, stuff”
i. Who gave us the ability?  Who allowed us earn money?  Who created?

c. If we start off w/ truth that all we have comes from God, not difficult = grateful

i. IL – If I give you $20 for free, you get to keep $18, pretty good.  
d. We are called to steward what we have been given well – use for God’s purpose

i. End of life, we give account at judgment:  How did use what I gave you?

e. We called to give according to what have = 10% is cleaver, costs everyone same.  

i. If we don’t have a job, scripture, pray to get one so you can contribute.  
5. Tithing to our church demonstrates that God is truly first in our life.

a. Deuteronomy 14:22,23 (Q) “Be sure you set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year… so that you may learn to revere the Lord your God always”
b. It is a way of demonstrating that God is indeed number one in every area.

i. We “revere him”, worship him with everything that we are and have.  
ii. We are willing to obey him and surrender to him in every area.  

6. Tithing to our church breaks the power of materialism over our lives.

a. Matthew 6:21 (V)  “Where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.”  
b. Our hearts will follow where we put our finances, what we spend money on
i. Easy to begin to pursue material things rather than eternal things.

ii. It’s easy to get caught up in pursuing material things:  nice house, cothes

c. Generosity helps break the grip of money, so we live open-handed we have.

i. What we own not own us.  We free to invest in most VIP things.  
7. Tithing to our church strengthens our faith and trust in God as our provider.

a. Proverbs 3:5,9 (Q)  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; … Honor the Lord with your wealth.
b. Tithing is believing that God can do more w/ 90% thank you can do with 100%

i. It is believing in God as our ultimate provider.  Our life in his hands.

ii. There is so much freedom when we choose to trust God as provider

8. Tithing to our church is just the beginning of Biblical giving.

a. God instructs us clearly that first 10% of what comes in to go to our church.

b. Gives more invitations to give and experience blessing beyond tithe.  

i. He invites us to give thankful offerings – God is good.  (many scriptures)

1. Missions, benevolent fund, youth, kids – expand his Kingdom.

ii. He instructs us to give to the poor.  (many scriptures)

1. Encourage you to give through HC, so we can best help folks.

c. We live with an attitude of generosity; listening to God:  buy groceries, gift, $20.

9. God says that refusing to give tithes and offerings is actually stealing from him.

a. Malachi 3:8,9 (Q)  “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me!’ But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ ‘In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse… because you are robbing me… 
b. He says that that first 10% is his and using it in other way = stealing.

i. Tithing first: not left over after internet, cable, coffee, out eat, cell phone

ii. IL – Krista and I look at W2 and giving statement to make sure tithe

The power of tithing            (TS – The first thing that is powerful about tithing)
· Tithing to our church opens our finances up to God’s blessing.  

· Malachi 3:10 (Q)  “Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you won’t have room enough for it!’” 

· God’s goal is not to sabotage our lives.  He wants to bless us 

· Scripture filled with “if, then” promises.  If we respond, God do this.  

· God promises to pour our blessing on us personally when we faithful to tithe.

· Expand our resources, bless our possessions, give us favor, provide need

· IL – People that I know who tithe faithfully, God always provided.

· Favor in raises, promotions, jobs, longevity on appliances & vehicles, deals on things, provision in times of need.  
· God promises to pour out blessing on us as a community when faithful to tithe.  

· The curse here is communal – the whole nation of you is under a curse.  

· God wants his church to have more than enough to do what he wants.

· Rather than just having enough to maintain; overabundance for word.  

· This is why, as followers of Jesus, we can’t ignore the instruction to tithing.

·  “It’s not really clear Biblically.”  “I am not sure what I believe.”  
· It is very clear and it is very important and it affects our life and world.

· TS – Second thing that powerful about tithing.
· Tithing helps build God’s church and invests directly in eternal things.  

· Matthew 6:20 (Q) “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal.”

· We are called to use all we are and have and invest in what matters to God.

· See life from an eternal perspective and work to build what God wants.
· God has created the local church to be the instrument of hope to the world.

· Spread the message of God’s love, place of worship, ministry to world.

· When we tithe, give the first 10% of our income to our church = builds eternal.  

· Ministry to: Kids from broken homes transformed // youth with no father figure loved, taught about Father God, mentored // people who wounded addicted = getting healed and set free // we as church community agent of change in this local neighborhood and our city.

· When you give to HC, you directly helping to build God’s kingdom.
· In end, when we stand before God, he will show us all eternal we invested in.  

· I Corinthians 3:11-15 (RO)  Our work here shown for what it was.

· Burn away all the temporal, show how much we did eternal.  

· Think of what’s possible if each of us does our part, all are and have for God.

· How many more kids reach, youth touched, people healed, lives changed

· QUOTE  If Christians had given the Biblical tithe, 10% of their income, instead of 2.56% to the church in 2004 there would have been an additional 164 billion dollars available.  If churches chose to funnel 70 billion of those additional assets to missions and humanitarian works, the basic needs of every person on the globe would be provided for.

· When we catch God’s vision for what he wants to do in world through church.  

· We don’t say, “How much do I HAVE to give.”  How much can I fee up?”
Response

· God’s instruction in Bible for us to surrender our resources to him to him is clear.  

· To set aside the first 10% of income to give to our church

· To allow generosity to rule our lives.  To consider giving above that to other.

· He invites us to see the power in our tithing:

· We open up the God’s blessing on finances personally & as a church community.  

· We are investing in eternal things:  kids, youth, broken, spread God’s hope, 

· We have to decide how we are going to respond.

· Are we going to see the wonderful benefits of what he offers us

· And respond to him in obedience

· If you find you want to move toward this, rework your budget.

· Take steady, gradual steps toward it.

· There are people who part of our community, really good at coaching finances.

· They would love to meet with you and help you get finances in order.  
