· We live in a time of increasing polarization.  The media, authors & other cultural observers.

· There are a significant number of people rejecting Christianity or religion.

· There are more people than ever converting to / follow Orthodox Christianity.

· The Media is picking up on this:  Science, atheism, secularism vs. faith, Christianity. 

· More vocal attack on Christianity, from only a few loud voices.  
· Easy for those who are followers of Jesus to become intimidated by this.

· Begin to feel insecure about our faith, “Am I believing in fairytale?”

· Paul, one of the first followers of Jesus, who wrote letters to early churches.

· TEXT:  Romans 1:16    . . . .makes this incredible comment about this . . .
· Paul in a similar situation as ours:  secular culture, edge against Christianity.

· Why, then, did Paul say that he was not ashamed?  More courage.  Why?
· TS – Take a few minutes today to explore this idea.

What is the good news that Paul is compelled to share fearlessly?
· God is powerful and active.

· “I am not ashamed, because it is the power of God.”

· Paul was not ashamed because the message of Jesus was raw, alive & powerful.

· He was not selling a dead religion, system of belief or social club.

· He saw the power of God at work through real people as he traveled.

· Wrote this letter in AD 57.  Had traveled 3 missionary journeys.

· Throughout Asia minor & Palestine, spreading this message.

· Seeing God at work in lives real people.  saw power = share

· Story:  Paul & Silas prison in Phillipi, pray, worship = earthquake

· Ephesus, 2 years, thousands converted, handkerchiefs.

· Sick cured, people freed of evil spirits.  

· Shipwrecked to Rome – survived / snakebite Malta, fine.

· Paul was sharing stories of experiencing the living God active in the world.

· We must never separate God from his power & ability.

· God demonstrated his power in history, desire to interact w/ people

· Story of God is a story of God at work: we are part of that story.
· 2 Timothy 3:5 (V)  “have form of godliness, but deny its power.

· If Christianity ever becomes about religion or church or belief or being good.

· We’ve lost everything.  Without the power of God, there is nothing.

· AND it will lose all the excitement that it intended = ashamed.

· ((  Even though Christianity stands the tests of reason.  (Smart people)

· Believing in Jesus is philosophically sound.

· Christianity is compatible with Science, history & archeology.

· Christianity is incomparable to other religions: character of God.  ))

· We are invited to trust in and act on his power, 

· Put him in a place where has to move.  Only he get credit.

· Especially in a culture embraces every random spiritual experience.

· We as church show them power and activity of the One True God
· AP – This is one of main reasons why gather, SEEK power.
· For ourselves, see him at work = “Are you kidding”  excitement to share

· IL – Katrina – tumor size of large marble, 

· IL – Krista – unable to have kids, God touches, pregnant.

· Seeing God’s power causes us to believe he is real and share fearlessly.

· Jesus wants to heal, restore and save us.

· “I am not ashamed, because I see God’s plan of salvation” saving souls, healing lives
· Paul is excited about God’s work in the world through Jesus.

· The eternal plan of God to enter the world to redeem  & heal our lives.

· To give us the opportunity to experience life as intended.

· Paul’s understanding echo’s the understanding other biblical writers, two fronts

· Salvation from our sins; inner conversion of our heart.

· One of the main themes of the book of Romans: justification.

· As humans, each of us have inherited propensity to do wrong.

· We are, by nature, sinful.  (Contrary to popular belief 2 y. old)
· Addition, do things we know are wrong, don’t do what we should.

· These acts of rebellion or omission are called “sin”.

· They need to be accounted for and deserve punishment.

· Jesus came to give his life to pay price for sin of all – Good Friday.

· Deal with sin pollution in our hearts so we can do right.

· Give us rebirth through his spirit and create new person.

· Reconnect us with the God who created us.

· Paul excited – we free from penalty of sin / free from power of sin – do right.

· Salvation and healing in every dimension of our life.

· Can’t just reduce it to individual salvation of individual sins.  Not theological
· Do a disservice to God, because “salvation” is holistic – “wholeness”
· Biblical view of salvation is so much broader than that.
· God concerned about saving our souls, dealing with sin

· Also, healing pain, brokenness caused by our & others sin.

· Heal our emotions, mind, identity, memories, bodies.
· Relationships – marriages, friendships, families, our self.  
· Communal – peace, unity, love in neighborhoods & nations

· This work of “salvation” is broad, wide = implications for every area.  

· Good news – complete restoration in Jesus – everything put together

· Because Jesus invites all people into his family.  

· “I am not ashamed, because it is for anyone who believes.”

· Paul saw how incredible and scandalous God’s invitation was – everyone

· All of the barriers that held people back from religion previously, broken in Jesus.

· This is indeed good news, news that can heal this broken world.

· In a world torn apart by judgment, division and hate

· Jesus came to bring peace and unity to the world.  

· To restore the brokenness of humanity in him and thru him

· Only for certain people ::  It does not matter what background we are from.
· Galatians 3:28 (V)  We are all one in Christ.

· Jesus becomes the unifying factor :: our new, main identity.  

· Brings all races, economic backgrounds, neighborhoods together.

· AP – This is why we are located here, people all over, ONE IN JESUS.

· Only for the perfect, good lives ::  Does not matter how much junk = invited.

· Come dirty, broken, hurting, hopeless, with eating disorder, sexual identity crisis, addiction, fear, secret sin, unbelief, not religious, 

· We no longer have to hide in fear, shame and regret.

· Come to the God of love: let him accept us, embrace and heal us.

· We are invited to proclaim this open invitation.

· When we experience the power of this message, we share it with all.

· “If I was invited to the party, you are sure invited to the party.”

· We use every opportunity to share the amazing news with others.

· This is the best news ever!  

· God offering his power and his salvation to anyone and everyone.

How is the good news to be received?
· To anyone who surrenders & entrusts their life to Jesus.

· What Jesus offers is available to anyone and everyone.

· But the doorway to receiving it is putting our trust in Jesus.

· The only stumbling block to God is Jesus Christ.  

·  “Power of God for salvation to anyone who BELIEVES.”

· Believes:  Pist-you-oh:  To entrust.  Not just a head knowledge about Jesus.

· But our entire lives surrendered to / entrusted to him.

· We start by knowledge, but the point of true belief is putting our trust in him.

· IL – I know this stool will hold me.  Examine, explore, feel out – free to.

· Point of belief is when I sit down in the stool, exercise my faith.

· Put by knowledge or belief into action.

· We can know all sorts about Jesus, hear the wonderful message of what he offers.

· But we cannot receive it until we exercise our faith, step out, put it in action.

· Respond to what we have seen by making a choice to surrender, trust.

· QUOTE:  Anselm:  I believe that I may understand
· We step out in faith, based on observation, knowledge, then we receive.

· Review:  So, what is it that Paul is 
· Paul is not ashamed because he knows a God who is powerful and active
· Because he sees that God not only wants to save our souls, but heal life.
· And that he invites all people, no matter background or junk, into his family.
· This truly is good news, and God invites us to be as excited as Paul.
· Resources (If you have questions of faith or If you want to be an intelligent Christian)

· What’s So Great About Christianity? by Dinesh D’Souza

· The Reason For God by Timothy Keller
· The Case for Faith by Lee Stroebel 
Instruction:  Aaron end with a few songs: communion, confession table, prayer teams, healing
· Connection form, after service, respond for few minutes – slip out, Good Friday
Response:  God is inviting each of us if we want to respond to him today.  You don’t have to.

· He offers us some incredible things

· Maybe you recognize that God offering you some incredible things

· Offering to work in your life in powerful, transformative ways.

· Offering to save you from sin, save, heal and restore every area of your life.

· You’ve seen who Jesus is, benefits of him, know about him, but never sat down.

· You want to surrender to him, entrust your life to him, sit down in him today.

· I want to invite you to raise your hand.  WAIT

· Prayer:  God, I see how good you are, what you offer me.  I accept your invitation today.  I come to you humbly to receive all of what Jesus purchased for me on the cross.   I need you to forgive all my sin.  I invite you to heal and restore all of me.  I entrust my whole life to you.  I commit to follow you for the rest of my life.  

· Maybe you have been timid or ashamed to be a Christian, publically follow Jesus.  

· Hid it at work, with family, with friends, felt intimidated, fearful, 

· It is the most incredible news ever.  God fill you with pride, joy and courage.

· YES:  I want to recognize how great this news and be more courageous sharing it.

· COME up front so I can pray for you for power and strength.
