· Happy Easter to you!  Jesus Christ is risen today! 

· For two thousand years, the church has gathered on what we call “Easter.”
· . . . to celebrate the literal, physical resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

· Crucified on wooden stake, literally died, tomb for 2 ½ days, third days alive.

· That he is fully alive, with a new resurrection body, with father until coming.

· Is belief in the literal, physical resurrection akin to belief in Easter bunny?

· A cute, cultural fairytale, we all know is not real, but nice for kids?

· Take a step back to explore what it is that we are celebrating today.

· 1.Can rational people, in scientific world, put faith in resurrection of Jesus?

· 2. What does it mean for our life personally and this world that we live in?

· What proof do we have that Jesus literally, physically came back to life?

· Jesus’ tomb was empty.

· The Bible contains 4 written accounts of people who eyewitness to events.

· They all record the fact that Jesus was absent from the tomb Sunday.

· There is some slight variation in the accounts, not mean nothing happened.

· Some will say: little details differ, whole thing not trustworthy.

· That’s ridiculous!  We don’t do this with anything else.  

· IL – Accident, blue, red shirt, 2, 3 people sidewalk, grocery or walmart

· Both the Jews & Romans had tremendous incentive to produce body or bone

· Neither of them wanted these Christians to have more power.

· Neither group would have taken.  Would have searched high and low.

· People saw Jesus alive after they saw him very dead.

· The earliest first hand accounts are people who saw Jesus alive.

· Gospels - Mary at tomb, Disciples eating, two walking to Emmaus

· I Corinthians 15 (RO) Jesus appeared to over 500 who still alive.

· Paul challenged his readers to go and ask any one of them.

· Even as a modern culture, we trust first hand accounts all the time.

· IL - I not at Battle of Gettysburg, trust eyewitness present, wrote

· IL - I was not there when George Washington crossed the Delaware.

· The documents of the Bible were written very close to the events.

· Handed down to us accurately = we can trust what they say Jesus.

· There was a radical change in the worldview of these early Christians.

· There was no context in Jewish thought for single person raised.

· Jewish thought (background of first Christians) in final resurrection.

· John 11:24 (RO)  Mary talking to Jesus  

· “I know he (Lazarus) will rise again in last day.”  

· Alternate:  saw ghost, someone other than Jesus, vision, forgiven in new way

· Having this experience not cause people say leader raised form dead.

· They had other ways of explaining these; it was not “resurrection.”

· Earliest confessions of Christianity:  Jesus is physically alive.  

· Plus, they did not make tomb into shrine, celebrated first day of week,

· Died for confession that they saw Jesus alive = never recanted.  

· There was a radical change in the personal lives of these early Christians.

· The resurrection is the only explanation of explosion of early Christianity.

· At the crucifixion you see disciples distraught, abandoning Jesus.

· All of us sudden, they are energized and confessing Jesus.

· IL – Peter on the night Jesus in custody, after Pentecost.

· There no way that they would have responded this way if Jesus dead

· But hid him, saw a ghost, had a vision.

· Only explanation for their sudden passion was they saw alive.

· Understood what that meant.  So, began to live implications.

· “This is  most incredible thing ever happened; give life for it”

· There are no adequate alternative explanations for these historical truths.

· How does one explain how tomb came to be empty, the fact that hundreds saw Jesus alive, the complete change in their worldview and the explosion of Christianity.

· One can’t just say, “I just don’t think that Jesus resurrection is true?”

· They would have to grapple with these provable, historical facts.

· So, we can trust that Jesus literally, physically rose from the dead and is alive today.

· The resurrection is not wishful thinking or a fairytale, but provable history.

· We, along with the billions of people since Jesus’ resurrection, who staked their entire lives on this claim; give their lives to live out implications.  

· So what?  Who cares that resurrection is provable, can be trusted?

· What does it mean for our life personally and this world that we live in?

· It means that Jesus is the world’s One True Lord.

· Jesus being raised from the dead proved that he was God’s Messiah.

· The promised one to come to redeem the world, unite it under him.

· What the resurrection meant to first Christians:  Jesus is Lord, Cesar is not, nor am I.

· One of the earliest confessions & greetings was, “Jesus is Lord.”

· Romans 10:9(RO)  (Paul’s writings) “If you confess that Jesus is Lord.”

· The resurrection meant that Jesus was now the King of and up-side-down kingdom.

· God was up to something unique, independent of the world system

· It’s a kingdom without boundaries that spreads wherever Christians yield.

· IL – CHINA:  Illegal / 100 Million, 20 years most Christians.

· The kingdoms of this world do not have the final word.

· Not have to fear what we face here.  Respond to different king.

· In the end all injustices will be righted

· Now, those who not in the cool crowd in world, included in Jesus’ Kingdom.

· Children, the poor, the weak, the powerless, the rejected, the forgotten, the sick, the lame, picked last in dodge-ball, with mullets.  

· It means that a brand new creation has begun in Jesus.

· Paul in I Corinthians 15:20(RO) calls Jesus the “first fruit of dead”; just beginning.

· Jesus ministry and resurrection was the sign that God beginning something special.

· Jesus resurrection different than Lazarus: newly transformed body.

· The world itself is in process of being reborn, recreated in Jesus.  

· Bringing back the peace, harmony and order in the original Eden.  

· QUOTE:  “Jesus of Nazareth ushers in not simply a new religious possibility, not simply a new ethic or a new way of salvation, but a new creation.”  NT Wright.

· We are not simply holding out for death, to spend eternity as disembodied, heaven.

· New life has entered the world in Jesus and each of us can experience it.

· Most powerful thing about the resurrection, is we experience residual power

· AP – Lives of people here transformed by this power, active today.

· New creation: forgiveness of our sins, liberation from guilt, freedom from addictions, restoration of relationships, healing of our hearts, life to the full.

· It means that God invites us into his act of (re)creation in the world.     (More in two weeks)

· I Corinthians 3:9(RO)  “We are God’s fellow workers”

· Being that Jesus is the world’s one true Lord and a new creation has begun.

· He invites all those who follow after Jesus to join him in this work of recreation.

· Yield our lives and wills to his will and cooperate, work with God for Kingdom.

· AP -  Pray for sick, console someone who sad, speak of hope in Jesus, 

· Fighting injustice, standing up for the oppressed, seeking out justice, serving the poor, defending the weak, mentoring kids, 

· This infuses our every day lives with eternal purpose and hope.

· Because what we do now matters in the light of eternity.

· See ourselves as agents of God’s recreation and resurrection power in every day.

· In our workplace, with neighbors, in families, with friends, this city.
· Review

· There is solid historical proof that Jesus literally, physically rose from dead.

· It’s not some fairytale, it is a reality that we can stake our lives on.

· If you questioning Christianity or resurrection = 1. resources  2. research.  

· But it is not just a sterile proof: it changes everything for our life and our world.

· Because Jesus is the world’s one true Lord.

· Kingdom that includes all who left out.   In the end all wrongs righted.

· A new creation has begun in the world today because of Jesus.

· God is at work changing lives and each of us experience it.

· God invites us into his act of (re)creation in the world.

· Infusing our ordinary, every day lives with eternal purpose.

· Response

· Maybe you have half-heartedly believe in the resurrection.

· Today, see proof, see what it means for our lives and this world.

· Open up your heart, come with questions, with doubts

· Willing to invite Jesus in.  Put your faith and trust in Jesus.
· Open yourself up to his resurrection power and all he has for you.

· INVITE:  Raise your hand.  Jesus I believe in you.  I want all you have for me.

· I have a gift for you

· For those of you who are genuinely seeking Jesus ::  Lee Stroebel : Case for Faith

· For those of you who prayed with me, opened heart to Jesus.

· Green Welcome Packets

· BOTH AVAILABLE WHERE?

· Resources:

· If you want more proof for the resurrection and Christianity:

· Surprised By Hope by NT Wright.  

· Case for Faith by Lee Stroebel

· What’s So Great About Christianity by Dinesh D’Souza.

· If you want to learn more about Jesus new, up-side-down Kingdom.

· Myth of a Christian Nation by Greg Boyd

· If you have genuine questions about faith or Christianity.

· The Reason For God by Timothy Keller

· Letters From A Skeptic by Greg Boyd

· Is God To Blame? by Greg Boyd
DO NOT USE ::  THESE ARE JUST EXTRA NOTES CUT OUT

· What kind of evidence do we look for to prove historical events?  

· Two types of evidence :: Scientific & Historical 

· Scientific proof is good for certain things:  repeated testing to reproduce result.

· Science is not good for proving love, why you like a certain music, historical events

· Historical events not repeatable in laboratory: eyewitnesses, reconstruct background
· History is filled with all sorts of events that surprising:  moon landing, 9-11, 
· It means that God will ultimately recreate the earth and we will spend eternity with him in this new creation.  

·  (More next week)

· Revelation 21:1 (RO)  John, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.”

· The early Christians believed that God was going to do for the whole cosmos.

· What he had done for Jesus at Easter in raising him from the dead.

· This is the final hope that we lives with as followers of Jesus.

· Those who put their faith in Jesus, entrust lives to him, no fear death.  

· Actually be excited about what happens after death.

· When we die, sleep for a while, until final resurrection of all people.
· Those who put their trust in Jesus, followed with life responding to his call.
· Spend eternity with God on the newly recreated earth.

· Those who chose to live apart from God, spend eternity separated.

· Being that God’s ultimate goal is to recreate the world, life now matters.

· What we do, here and now matters in the light of eternity.

· This earth is not just going to be burnt up and forgotten about.

· God will recreate the earth to become something akin to Garden of Eden.

· It means that we, as followers of Jesus, are heralds of this good news.  

· Romans 1:16(RO)  “I am not ashamed of the good news of Jesus.”

· Our life becomes about proclaiming the reality of his resurrection.

· And what it means for our lives personally, for those around us, for world.

· God wants to bring new creation into our hearts – we experience.

· He can and will transform the life of anyone that comes to him.

· At work repairing the world: reconciliation, peace, unity, 
