· Last week was an exciting Sunday for us at HC

· Largest Sunday attendance since started 9 years ago– 473 for the Sunday service.

· Thanks to all the volunteers who made last week possible.

· If you are newer, great to have you with us – let us know how help you connect.

· Last week, celebrated the incredible reality of the resurrection.  Jesus literally, physically 

· Talked about the exciting historical proofs that we can trust in.
· More important than that, impact resurrection has today in our daily lives.  

· IL – Today, people baptized – experienced God’s power, surrender.
· What do we celebrate in Easter, in the resurrection?

· What does resurrection mean in our daily life?

· What do we celebrate along side the people being baptized today?

· What is the ultimate Christian hope in the resurrection?  
· My goal today / next week is continue exploring what resurrection means us now & eternity.
· What is life now supposed to look like?

· Does how we live now matter in the light of eternity?

· What truly does happen when we die?

· What heaven?  Is there hell?  What are they like?  Know where go?

· What we believe about what happens at death, directly affects how live now.

· So it is crucial that as followers of Jesus, believe rightly, so live rightly.
· It interesting how many Christians don’t know what Bible says about happens after death

· Their beliefs influenced by popular culture or other religions, rather than Bible.  
· Five common incorrect views of death held, even by Christians.

· Annihilation Theory

· We simply fade into nothing when we die.  After death = cease.  
· We are nothing more than a random pattern of particles.

· Our life means nothing more than a weed = fade to blackness.

· Comes from Secular Evolutionary Theory.

· Absorbed Into Wider World Theory.  (close relative of previous).

· Our life is nothing more than random slurry of atoms.

· When we die, we fade in to universe.  Fade back into the whole.  
· Cremation – ashes, part of stream, rain, then, your popsicle.

· Comes from Pagan beliefs – Only the physical, no supernatural. 
· Reincarnation Theory

· We have multiple lives, come back repeatedly, chances to do better.

· Even Christians, “When I come back.  In my previous life.”

· Karma – what goes around comes around = Haunt or benefit me.
· Comes from Buddhism & Hinduism

· Purgatory Theory

· Some people directly to heaven or hell – saint or Hitler

· Most floating around, hopelessly lost in in-between stage; purified.
· If we pray or give indulgences, then speed them up.

· Comes from Catholic influence, misunderstanding of biblical texts.
· Disembodied Bored Souls Theory.

· Heaven = living disembodied souls, floating on clouds, singing.

· Comes from by Greek philosophy – Plato & Gnosticism.
· Body is bad, soul is good = better off dead, disconnect

· Works of Italian Poet = Dante  //  & Medieval Art that followed. 

· What does life after death look like then?  What is our hope?  (Just scratching the surface)
· Hope to whet your appetite so that you get excited to explore Bible.

· What we do now, matters in eternity.     (much more next week)

· We are judged in the end by how we live our life today.

· Clear, we become right w/ God by receiving God’s gift of forgiveness in Jesus.

· But we continue there, by how we chose to live after that.

· Some abuse grace, “God will forgive me.”  “It’s all about grace.”

· Incorrect – God is very concerned with how we respond to him and his words after we are forgiven.  
· Not just belief.  Our faith is evidenced by the way that we live.

· James  1:26  “faith without works is dead [faith].”

· Jesus,  Mt 7  “listens to these words of mine, puts into practice.”

· Our actions prove where our heart commitment is at.

· What we do in the present for God and his Kingdom will last forever.

· This world is not simply going to be burned up some day.

· God’s ultimate plan is to recreate the world, bring back to Eden.

· What we do in the present matters in eternity.

· We are not simply greasing wheels on a machine running off cliff.  

· What we do now lasts into eternity.

· Death is a two-step process.

· This is where need think differently – two stages, key to understand

· When you die, you will immediately go one of two places.

· Those who lived for Jesus, followed him with their life, go to “paradise”.

· First stage, described in different ways.

· Temporary place of rest, refreshment in God’s arms.

· Jesus, thief, “today with me in paradise.”

· Jesus, John 14 “in father’s house many rooms.”  

· Meno, temporary lodging, until final recreation

· Paul, “though many have fallen asleep.”  Short sleep

· Those who not receive Jesus gift of forgiveness, respond with way live

· Word used in NT was “hades”.  Temporary underworld for evil dead.   

· Unpleasant place where they are held until final judgment

· Place of alienation, torment, despair.  Not rock party!

· Possibly heard of it as “hell”.  Partially correct.  First step.

· At the end of time, we will all be raised for the final resurrection.  (SECOND)
· Death will be defeated.

· God’s intention is to defeat death in final way.

· Isaiah 25  Jesus has “Swallowed up death in victory.” 

· Revelation 21:4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
· We will be given brand new bodies

· A body that is no longer subject to sickness, decay or death.

· Fresh union of our selves – body, soul and spirit.  
· Our bodies are inherently good – creation – Plato, body bad.

· Paul “flesh” refers to old self , not physical body

· “Spirit” = new self, connected to God by way of Jesus.

· Jesus new body, walking through walls, eat fish, touching wounds

· You will have a physical body more real than current

· Not disembodied.  Work, talk, create, art, music, fully alive. 

· God will clothe us with immortality.

· We are not immortal beings, we are spiritual, have soul.

· Only God is forever.  I timothy 6  Clothe us with it.  

· Next, we will all face a final judgment.

· We will give an account for how we lived.

· I Cor 3:13 ::  Our work will be brought to light, shown what we lived for.

· What did we do with what we were given?

· Did we build for God’s kingdom or for our own kingdom?

· All that was lasting will remain into eternity.

· All that we did that selfish, for us, temporal, burned up.

· Judgment also means that, God will then make everything right again.  
· God will deal squarely with evil and overthrow it.
· People held accountable for their evil actions.
· God will make right all the wrongs that have ever been done.

· Through Jesus, pay back those who wronged in the earth today.  
· Revelation 21:4   no more death or mourning or crying or pain 
· Heal the nations and bring them together in unity under Jesus.

· Revelation 22  “the leaves of the tree are for healing of the nations.”

· Then, there will be a union of heaven and earth :: God’s new creation.  (step two)

· What will it be like?

· What we think of when think of heaven, streets of gold, forever.

· Revelation 21 – Heaven invades earth.  Veil that separates us, evil taint, gone.  
· It is a place where God’s will is done, gets his way all the time.  

· It will be like a new Eden.
· God’s immediate presence = Place of ultimate joy and peace.

· Habakkuk 2:14   “Earth filled glory Lord waters cover the sea.”

· Free of all evil, death, crying, pain, decay, pride, fear, abuse, injustice.  

· Everything that we have ever dreamed of that had in small tastes.  
· Beauty in art, music, creation, deer stand, new born baby.
· Sublime moments where everything is good, peaceful, unreal

· Friendship and love that experience in part, forever.

· Intimacy that we have in shallow sense, long for, forever.
· All of the should have beens will be.

· Meaningful work, continue things that we did that meaningful.

· Not futility, purpose, stewards in new creation, create. 
· Who there?  Those who received Jesus forgiveness and responded with lives.

· It’s not open to everyone.

· Jesus, John 17, “Eternal life is that they know you.”  Forgiveness, Lord.

· Only those who followed Jesus will live in this new creation forever.

· This life is our season of favor, a time when people come to him.

· 2 Peter 3:9  He patient, not wanting parish, but all come repentance.”  
·  Those who chose to live apart from Jesus, not submit their lives to his will.

· Will spend an eternally separated from God.
· Because in new creation, “heaven” God will is done all the time.  
· If did not spend your life, working for God’s will, then hate that.

· Timothy Keller “hell is the trajectory of a life lived.”

· Hell is not somewhere God throws bad people.

· It is where they end up because they chose not to surrender

· He ultimately gives them what they wanted all along – apart. 
· They will spend an eternity in regret.

· Parable in Luke 16, seems to allude to ability see heaven from outside

· Regret = they could have had all of the things that longed for 

· They will spend an eternity in regret wishing they would not have let their pride stop them from bowing their knee to Jesus in this life.  

· Mt 8:12, 25:30 Ghenna “Away presence, weeping gnashing 

· Mark 9:49  “Where fire never quenched.”

· Which give us tremendous compassion for people, 
· NOT “you get what deserved.

· But, I want to spare you from eternity of regret, separation from God.

· Tell you about the hope that Jesus offers to every person.

· A life now, infused with life, hope, peace and freedom

· An eternity with God on his newly created earth.

· Everything pure that ever longed for will be.  

· Review

· How we live our lives now matter in eternity – judged by it, continue one.

· Death is two step process:

· Those who follow Jesus “paradise”.  Those not “Hades”

· Then resurrection of all people = new bodies, clothed with eternal life.

· Then judgment of all people = give an account of our live, right all wrongs.

· Then, new creation, fusion of heaven, earth= God’s presence, all hearts longed 

· Then, those who followed Jesus in that wonderful place forever.

· Those who chose to live apart form God, regret, could have had that.

· We need to take a look at what we believe about what will happen when we die.

· Make sure that it matches what the Bible says about what will indeed happen.

· Because, what we believe will ultimately affect how we live.

· How we live will affect not only where we will spend eternity, but what life about

· Instruction:  Aaron end with a few songs: 
· prayer teams = believe God heals, freedom addictions, wounded heart

· Communion Table, confession or prayer table.
· Baptism – after 4 songs, all head down parking lot, 20 minutes to watch baptism.
· Connection form, after service, respond for few minutes – slip out
· Response

· Every single one of us are invited into the resurrection life that God offers.

· We are all going to stand before God one day.

· Those confess Jesus as their Lord, bow knee to him, surrender, he in charge

· Do you want to take the first step and be sure of where spend eternity?

· RAISE HAND :: Pray with them : I make you Lord, surrender.

· Maybe been a Christian, but lost the beauty of the ultimate hope – eternity with God.

· What we do matters now in the light of eternity.

· We have amazing privilege of sharing best news ever – people part of this.

· Working for the Kingdom here and now in our daily lives.  

