· We have spent the past few weeks talking about the implication of the resurrection.

· On Easter / Resurrection Sunday: celebrated the reality of the resurrection

· The resurrection as a historical event that is provable, so we can trust

· Beyond that, we see the power of the resurrection in lives of people since

· Last week, we talked about what the future hope for those who FOJ really is.

· God’s plan is ultimately to remake, recreate world, heaven invades earth

· FOJ spend, eternity in “heaven”, new creation = presence, all dreamed of

· There is common belief that main purpose of being Christian = get to heaven when die

· “Salvation”, being a Christian, like getting an “out of hell free” card, hold on to it

· Saved, then wait until end; survive, be good, avoid the world.

· This could not be any further from the truth.

· As look at the life of Jesus and meaning of resurrection, changes perspective on the God’s purpose in world and our call in this life.  

· The resurrection shows us what God is ultimately up to in the world.

· Revelation 21:1-5a (RO)  

· God’s purpose is ultimately to bring about a new creation.

· It shows us the storyline of God’s involvement with his creation.

· God’s future plan is to remake the earth, involved now doing that.

· When we know the end of a story or movie, helps to make sense as watch
· This text points to the final end – the act of new creation.  
· I Corinthians 15:20,21 (RO)  

· Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of this act of new creation.  

· God started his act of recreation of the world through Jesus. 
· The point of Jesus ministry, death and resurrection was new creation. 

· Jesus purpose was not to start a new religion, ethic or philosophy.

· He was ushering in this new creation; bringing redemption.  

· His plan is not about seeing individual sinners, get individually saved.

· Salvation is much broader than souls getting saved for heaven.

· It is about God’s act of redemption in the world.

· Jesus was working out God’s master plan: to redeem entire creation: every human, the earth, cosmos, put it back in order.

· Liberate people and creation from bondage of the enemy.  
· IL – Jesus ministry: healed those captive to sickness, included marginalized, invited in the poor, hurting and desperate to be part.   

· Jesus ministry & resurrection ushered in the beginning of this new creation.

· God started his work in ministry of Jesus, putting world back together.

· Liberating it from under the power of the enemy.

· Start in ministry of Jesus, continue in every follower since then

· IL – Started the dominoes tipping over, at work today in world.
· Through the lives of his followers – collectively = Church

· The resurrection shows us that creation is good is valuable to God.

· If God’s intention is to eventually join heaven, earth = new creation.

· And that he is currently at work redeeming the world through FOJ

· It changes the way that we look at and value the world around us.

· Creation is inherently good.  It is just in bondage, waiting for liberation.    

· Genesis 1 (RO): Rhythm of creation: it is good, springing from God’s love.

· When evil entered, it is real and powerful = marred humans and creation.

· Creation is still good, just marred and looking forward to liberation.

· Not, this world is bad, just waiting to become what meant to be

· Romans 8:22 (RO) “creation groaning, waiting for final liberation”

· A time will come when God will redeem the world, back to Eden.

· Until, still beautiful, just marred by evil, looking forward to liberation.
· We can celebrate the goodness of God still found in creation.  

· We worship God through the wonder of creation as we see our creator in it.  

· Psalm 19:1 (RO)  “The heavens declare the glory of God.”

· We are invited to soak in God’s glory and goodness as we live this life 

· NO Stoic philosophy = bad to enjoy things, have fun, pleasure.
· NO Greek Philosophy = Body is bad, spirit is good.
· World is bad, heaven is good.  Creation is just marred, still good
· We can and should freely enjoy the goodness of God in his creation.  
· Wine, coffee, sex, deer hunting, sunset, child’s embrace, friendship.
· Grand Canyon, markets Nice, beauty in people, good art, moving music.

· These things are not inherently evil.  

· It becomes bad if we worship the created rather than creator.  

· Recognizing it’s God’s good creation, worship him.

· Enjoy him in enjoying that.  

· Our meaningful work as stewards in the world matters to God.  

· Genesis 1:15 (RO)  God puts Adam in the garden to work it, care for it.

· As humans, we were created to steward the earth, work it for good.

· This world matters to God, so what we do with it and in it, valuable to God.

· We are not simply greasing the wheels on a machine running off cliff

· AP – Heard Christians on CNN, “Well, this world is going to burn anyway . . . who cares.”   Any number of implications.

· Who cares about environment, acid rain, global warming, peace?

· The poor, food for hungry, fighting injustice, making world better.?

· Isn’t the most important thing, getting souls saved for heaven?  
· The resurrection shows us what our life’s mission is as followers of Jesus.

· When we see what God’s ultimate purpose is – bring about a new creation.

· That Jesus began the act of new creation through his ministry & resurrection.
· That this world matters to God because beautiful, waiting for liberation

· It completely changes how we see our mission in the world as his followers.  
· Our life mission is to work with God in this act of rescue & re-creation.  

· As followers of Jesus, we ask the question, “God what are you up to in world?”

· Remembering, this is not about religion, being good, 

· It is about becoming a people who line up w/ God’s desires. 

· We willingly surrender our will to match God’s purpose and activity.

· One of the most incredible passages of scripture, Jesus taught to pray.

· Matthew 6:10 (RO)  “Let your kingdom come, will be done, on earth.”

· “God, I want what you want.  I will work for what you want.”

· Inviting heaven to invade your life every minute of every day
· Remember: God’s will is not yet done all the time.

· He wants to bring freedom to his people and recreate world.

· But uses the lives of his followers to accomplish his will.

· We use who we are and what we have to build for God’s kingdom.

· Ultimately, we were created to live as God’s stewards / co laborers.  
· Not make money for self, paying bills, some company.  

· This brings incredible purpose for our lives.

· Life not JUST about being stay at home mom or dad, working 9 to 5 job, paying the bills, surviving.  

· No matter what we “do” daily, secretly work for Kingdom.

· Our goal in everything we do is to line up with his purpose & activity.  

· We model our lives after the values of God, ministry of jesus.

· What is important to God?  What did Jesus do?

· I want to do that.

· AP – Pray for the sick, free those under oppression of enemy – addiction, fear, loneliness, despair, include those left out, fight injustice, stand up for oppressed, 

· Our daily life and work is all spiritual if we do it unto God.  

· We aim what we do at God to follow him in it.

· How can I use what I am doing every day to build for K?

· We use our energy, creativity, vocation, resources and skills to work with God in his act of rescue & recreation.  

· When we see ourselves as co laborers w/ God, engage all of us.

· If just living for job, here and now, small part of us.

· ENGAGE OUR CREATIVITY AND PASION

· Engineer – how to provide clean water for more people

· Nurse – how can I serve the needs of those who cannot afford

· Justice – how can restructure systems that keep people down

· We work to liberate people form bondage of enemy , whatever form

· War – work for peace, diplomacy, justice, equality.

· Sickness – pray for sick ALSO hospitals, nurses, doctors

· Loneliness – befriend someone left out, caring community.

· Abuse – defend the weak, be an advocate, fight structures.

· Violence – working for peace, bringing neighborhood together

· Racism, genocide – work for unity & equality, bring peace

· Poverty – change structures, provide second chance

· Homelessness – share resources, understand root, help it.

· Not only do we need to understand this, let other know this is the mission of the church = so they can join us!

· Not some sterile club of people who trying to be good (we are)

· But revolution of people who working for God’s kingdom now

· Make world better place – peace, justice, healing, unity
· Every way we work to build for God’s Kingdom will last forever.
· I Corinthians 15:58 (RO)  

· Paul gets done with a chapter on the resurrection.

· NOT SAY:  This means that we will be in heaven when die.

· DOES:  “Your work in the Lord NOW is not in vain. “

· NT Wright, “Nothing done in the power of the spirit in the present will be wasted in the future.”

·  If you want your life to matter, join with God in his activity in world.

· Review

· The resurrection shows us what God is up to in the world – storyline that we enter

· The resurrection shows us that creation is good is valuable to God.

· Our meaningful work as stewards in the world matters to God.  

· The resurrection shows us what our life’s mission is as followers of Jesus.

· Our life mission is to work with God in this act of rescue & recreation.  

· Instruction:  Aaron end with a few songs: 
· prayer teams = believe God heals, freedom addictions, wounded heart

· Communion Table, confession or prayer table.
· Baptism – after 4 songs, all head down parking lot, 20 minutes to watch baptism.
· Connection form, after service, respond for few minutes – slip out
· Maybe you have though that Christian life about getting to heaven when you die.

· Recognize today that so much more than this :: God’s activity in the world.

· Joining his mission to rescue and recreate the world in everything we do.

· RESPONSE:  I want to use all I am and have to work with God to bring about mission.

· I surrender all I am.  God, show me what this looks like in MY life.  
