May 9, 2010
Thanks Mom for Reflecting God
Mother’s Day - Hillside

Mom’s - as a son, on behalf of all us kids, we say thank you and we love you!!!
I feel incredibly blessed to have an amazing mom

(SLIDE: pics of Mom & Grandma)



But also a great Grandmother 


Even blessed with a great Mother-in-Law
We had a great disappointment of Mother’s Day last year 2009


Got news two days before that we couldn’t travel to Ethiopia



Had to wait indefinitely



Hope & joy turned to sorrow and uncertainty, disappointment

This year, along with many of you we get to celebrate!!!

This is a special day for our family


(SLIDE: Sykes’ Family Pic)

Lindsey’s first official mother’s day!



She is a great mom!



It has been such a blessing to me in seeing her become a mother




And God giving her that desire of her heart

I want to recognize that for some, Mother’s Day is painful & difficult - it reminds us

Of the loss of a child


Of broken relationships with a child or mother

of past hurts & wounds


But there is hope!  Jesus can meet us in the middle of it to comfort & heal!
For you mom, I was so encouraged as I read the story of a widow in Luke 7:12-16
As he approached the entrance to the city, a man who had died was being carried out. He was his mother's only son, and she was a widow. A large crowd from the city was with her.  When the Lord saw her, he felt compassion for her. He said to her, "You can stop crying."   Then he went up and touched the open coffin, and the men who were carrying it stopped. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!"  The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.   Fear gripped everyone, and they began to praise God, saying, "A great prophet has appeared among us," and "God has helped his people."
Two things really stood out to me in this passage:


1) God sees mothers – 


- He saw this widow – loss of husband, loss of son



- he notices Mom your heart, he hears your prayers & feels your pain


- Jesus had compassion – he feels your pain too


2) God helps his people


- the people recognized that God is active in real lives




- that He came and helped with woman



- that is my prayer for you today & the promise of God to you



- He is the one who sees & helps his people, his daughter


- throughout Scripture we see God noticing, caring for, providing for 



- women, mother’s, widows



- His heart is for you mom!

We put a lot on our moms & expect a lot…don’t we?!

- Mom, you give more than we ever know & acknowledge


- constantly giving of yourselves


…so again, Moms, Thank you for all you give!



Dads are tough too, but there are certain things you only go to mom for




When you get hurt, who’s name do you yell?...”MOM!!!!”





When you were sick, you went to mom.



- there is something about the grace & care that Mom gives us


- though She may be soft & gentle, she can also be fierce




Moms are tough!





- like the mama bear with cubs, don’t get between them!





- Man, you just don’t mess with Mom!
There is a beautiful passage in Gen 1:26-27

That I want to start from today


It will launch us into our main points

Ge 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

Ge 1:27 So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 


- created male & female in His image



- both reflect God and aspects of His nature




- often relate the male more to God





- especially as God reveals himself as Father to us




- but we have to remember (& cannot ignore!) 





- that both men & women created in his image





-  the nature of God encompasses both the masculine & the feminine





- both fathers & mothers were intended to reflect to us







- the unconditional love of God





- this means that Mom, God created you to reveal something about himself






- something powerful about His heart for us!
Let’s look at three images God uses of mothers that reflect & reveal His love for us
Moms show us that God is 
1) The One who holds us near (Matthew 23:37)

- Hen & Chicks
Mt 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. 

- The heart of God is to gather His kids together, to draw them near, to protect



- this is reflected in the heart of a mother


IL- who is or knows the mom that won’t start until EVERYBODY is there?



- my Grandma – we can’t have Christmas unless everybody can make it



- this is part of God’s heart in moms



- one the reasons Sundays are so important & why we gather




- 2Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is 




patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

God desires us all together


- hen cares for & protects


- provides – finds food


- puts self in harms way for sake of the chicks



- she lays down her own life for her chicks


- didn’t God do this for us when he sent Jesus to come & die on the cross for us?




( the cross


This love is reflected to us and through you mom



- every time you care for a hurt or sick child



- it is reflected in every hug & kiss




- the gathering under the wings is a place of protection & comfort




- the hug & kiss reminds us we are loved & safe



- it is seen whenever you sacrifice for your children



- it is seen Mom every time you bring the family together for a meal or fun



- you reflect the image of God, God’s desire to be together, to be near

Moms show us that God is also



2) The One who will never forget us (Is 49:15)
Isa 49:15 “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast 

and have no compassion on the child she has borne? 

Though she may forget, 

I will not forget you! 


- as difficult as it is for a human mother to forget her child



- God could never forget us!

IL – friend who had a child & placed for adoption 20 years ago



- since married & has 4 children & wonderful family



- at her adopted sons 20th birthday he contacted her




- she said she had waited for that day for the last 20 years!




- she didn’t forget!





- her love was always for that child!


- Mom’s love reminds of God’s perfect, unending love 







- think about it!




- a mother’s love is probably the most powerful thing in our world





- when push comes to shove, a mother’s love is the one unbroken, 






unyielded thing





- a mother’s love is deep, it is intense






- it gives all





- it is a reflection again of the image of God in women, in our mothers


- and his love is greater than our mother’s love!




- even the best mother in the world, God’s love is BIGGER!


- we could never do anything to cause God to forget or forsake us




- no life is insignificant





- nothing is too big for him to forgive or to heal



- you can run, but you can’t hide from God’s love!




- Isn’t that encouraging?!

Moms also reflect how God is 

3) The One who comforts us (Is 66:11-13)
Isa 66:11 For you will nurse and be satisfied 

at her comforting breasts;

you will drink deeply 

and delight in her overflowing abundance.” 

Isa 66:12 For this is what the LORD says: 

“I will extend peace to her like a river,

and the wealth of nations like a flooding stream; 

you will nurse and be carried on her arm 

and dandled on her knees. 

Isa 66:13 As a mother comforts her child,

so will I comfort you; 

and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.” 
Mom is a reflection of God’s comfort & care

We are to learn from our mom early in life, those first days, weeks & months



Mom helps us know we can trust God


- that He is the ultimate comforter



- Knows our hurts, pains, failures




- He won’t forget us, but will nurse & comfort us



- just like we talked about before




- when you’re hurt, who do you go to?....Mom



- So, when we’re hurt, we run to Jesus

- that God is also the ultimate provider



- God uses the image of a mother nursing 




- as the mother’s milk is exactly what the child needs





…God’s love is exactly what we need





He has everything we need in himself






We were created to receive our life from him




As a child was created to receive his or her nourishment from their mother

In these few passages we see mothers were intended to be a reflection of God to us


- that the very image of God is stamped on your lives


How God powerfully reveals himself through the image of a mother as



The one who holds us near


The one who will never forget us


The one who comforts us

For those of us who have been blessed with good relationships with our mom



- we have much to be thankful for




let us celebrate God’s blessing

Unfortunately, sometimes this picture is broken & we don’t receive or learn that


For those moms who’ve been hurt by children or children hurt by moms



- we can have difficulty understanding how God can really care for or love us



- we often talk about father issues



- but have to remember that brokenness in our relationship with our mother




- can be just as damaging




- and can affect how we see & relate to God


- but there is hope in God, remember mothers reflect God




but God himself is the one who comforts, protects & never forgets 
Ultimately God loves us more deeply and perfectly than our mothers ever could


When we come to Jesus



He can heal & restore any wound in our lives


He can help us rebuild trust so we can trust him


- If you have had a broken, painful or difficult relationship with your mother



* encourage to get & read Experiencing Father’s Embrace by Jack Frost



- Ch 7 deals with Mother issues & healing in our lives



- to be honest, the book is worth buying for this one chapter alone!

Review:
Today is about celebrating the image of God in our mothers


- how they reflect God & his love to us

- lets thank God for our moms

- lets thank our moms for reflecting God to us!

Not only do they tell us who God is but show us how we can respond to him


- he brings us near, 



( so we respond by bringing our needs & trusting him


- he will never change his love for us or forget us, 



( so we respond by running to him rather than hiding or running from him


- he comforts, 



( so we respond by bringing our pain, brokenness, etc

Instruction:  

I want to invite worship team to come up


We always end with a couple of songs to give us time to reflect & respond.

Invite our prayer teams to come up front:  people to pray with you.


We believe that God is powerful and wants to change & heal our lives.


Especially if you are here with your mom come up with her


Specifics – Healing kids – not about assigning blame, it’s about seeking Jesus



healing moms



encouragement/refreshing for moms
We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,


We invite everyone to participate in communion: remember Jesus death

After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.


Luke will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your connection form.

Special Reminders :: Mom’s, we celebrate you today, pick up chocolates at Info Table

Why don’t you stand with me as we pray and allow God to work in our lives:

Maybe today, Mother’s day brings up painful memories



Let’s bring those hurts to Jesus and ask him to heal & comfort us


Maybe today, Mom you are grieving over a strained or broken relationship with child



Let’s bring that to Jesus and ask him to comfort and to restore that relationship



- God, thank you that you ache with the mothers here, you see them….


Maybe you’re a mother here today who is tired and struggling




- God wants to encourage you today!

Resources:

Experiencing Father’s Embrace by Jack Frost (Chapter 7: Dealing with Mother Issues)
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