· Some times, hear people say, “I am not into Spiritual things.”  Are you alive?  Too late

· Issue is not whether spiritual or not.  Whether our eyes are open to it.  

· We cannot deny what is central to our makeup as people.   World of Jesus day – spiritual

· Jesus, how is your spiritual life?  What?  Label one area spiritual, is rest is not spiritual.  

· We occupy unique place in universe:  fusion of spiritual & physical.  Spiritual at our core.

· Aware of this =  what most important:  live at highest, calling, ultimate purpose = spiritual.  
· Text:  Romans 12:1,2 (V)
Theme of Verse 1 :: What does this look like to live a life of worship?

· We live a life of worship as a response to God’s goodness.

· “Therefore, in view of God’s mercy.”  Context:  Paul, said in previous chapters.

· God been faithful to us, even when we not, pursuing us with love.

· Jesus came to pay the debt of our sin, forgive wrong things done.

· So, we be free from power of sin & reconnected w/ God’s love.

· Everyone who confesses sin & puts trust in God, find salvation.

· We see how amazing God is, and we respond with our lives out of that.

· It is free from constraints; we have the freedom to do whatever we want.  

· We experience his life, freedom, joy & begin responding in love back

· IL – I respond to Krista, not out of fear, but because of her love.
· God’s mercy shows us who we are and what our created purpose is.  

· When we see Jesus costly sacrifice, purpose to rescue us spiritually.

· We realize not only are we valuable, but shows us who we really are at core.

· We are not simply animals.  We are not created for this world alone.

· As humans, we are a unique fusion of physical and spiritual/  

· Animals = bodies with not spirit //  Angels = spirits with no bodies

· We are not simply earth, amino acid material that formed randomly.  

· We are unique, been created by hand of God, with purpose, value.  

· Our lives mean something in eternity.  So, everything we do matters. 
· God is inviting us live to our ultimate purpose = spiritual worship.  
· Our worship & devotion to God is how we live.   (offer . . . this is spiritual act)
· Four aspects of this, Paul shows us in this passage:  

· 1. We present ourselves to God.

· “Offer your bodies”  = Make a choice and offer / present yourself to God.

· Not in mindless ritual, but thoughtful, purposeful choice.  

· IL – Bought V-day card for Krista, not mindless, but w/ her in mind.  

· Matthew 25:40 (V)  Judgment, “When did we do it to you?

· Any time you did it to those I call you to love.  Do it with me in mind.  

· We take every action, thought, possession, dream =  offer it to God.  
· 2. We give every part of our self to God.

· “Offer BODY”  “Soma” – whole self, every part of you.  

· Every part of us is spiritual.  Trouble when we split it up.

· This thing is spiritual, this thing not = fully integrated.

· Not different self’s: church, work, school, taxes, weekend, 

· Colossians 3:17 (V)  “Whatever you do, word, deed, unto Lord.”

· Stuff we see as religious – fasting, offering, worship, serving, praying.  

· Not spiritual – relationships, sexuality, money, business, school, work, play, 

· Message Bible:  Take your everyday, ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, going to work, walking around life – and place it before God as offering.  

· 3. We die to ourselves to live for God 

· “living sacrifice”  Reference to OT animal sacrifice offered to God.  

· 1 Corinthians 6:20  (V)  We bought with price, die to self to live for God.
· Alive -  Unlike OT, God does not want us dead, just dead to self.
· So we can be alive for him to engage this world as he leads us. 
· Holy – Set apart for God.  Don’t give yourself to the common.  Nice dishes 

· Pleasing – What is honoring to him, as one of his followers.  

· 4. We do it regularly and continually
· We cant see our decision to follow Jesus as static, one time decision.

· Question is – What are you deciding to do today, right now?  Who serve?

· Luke 9:23 (V)  “If anyone come after me, take up cross daily.

· Daily decision, minute by minute = who live for, you or God?

· TS - Verse 1 :: what worship looks like, now Paul shifts gears into the practical.  
Theme of Verse 2 ::  How do we become more of a worship to God?

· We refuse to allow ourselves to be conformed to any evil around us in the world.
· “Do not be conformed”  Do not allow ourslef to be molded by evil around us.

· We are not for the common.  We created for a higher purpose.  We holy, sacred.   

· So, to be influenced by, molded by evil in world, live for common = silly.

· Be careful to not allow evil in culture around us to influence us = discern.  

· This does not mean that we run and hide from world around us.

· Quite opposite : We are called to be in the world, but not of this world.
· Be an influencer of culture, rather than influenced by evil in culture.

· Fully involved in our world, bringing Kingdom change; yet remain distinct.

· Q – Are you influencer or influenced?  Jesus or world?  Living for holy or common?

· We engage with God and allow him to transform us.

· “But be transformed”  Allow self to be molded by God, into what he wants you be.    

· We recognize that created as sacred and our call to be a worship for God.

· Give God’s Spirit permission to transform our lives.  

· We recognize that transformation is an active process.  

· This act of transformation – becoming what God wants us to be.

· Is an active process, where we allow God to mold us.  

· Greek “Be being transformed.”  Active allowing : Let yourself be renewed.

· God wants to do it, but you must cooperate with him in that process.

· IL – Olympic athletes don’t just show up to compete for gold.

· They have to work at it, dedicate themselves, train, restraint.  
· Spiritual transformation requires effort on our part.

· We put effort into lots of areas of our life, but not Spiritual area.

· Why?  This is who we are at our deepest core, most VIP.

· Put ourselves where we can be regularly transformed.

· God’s presence, Sundays, Life Groups, accountability, serving, 

· We recognize that transformation is progressive.

· “ Transformed”  Metamorpheo – Metamorphasis caterpillar to butterfly.

· Transformation or being molded to what God wants us to be – takes time.

· Be patient with yourself, if you feel like slow, or peel back layers.

· It’s not about the destination, it is about the journey.  

· The question is not, “are you perfect”?

· Are moving forward, more like Jesus last week, engaging w/ God.  

· The result of surrendering to God’s transformation is we become worship to God.  
· “Then, you will able to recognize what God wants from you, what you should do.”

· So that you can respond to him, make decisions, do what he wants.  

· See all of the good things he has for you come to pass in your life.  

· Our choice to allow God to work in us + our effort and cooperation with God + God’s power = transformation & our whole life becomes worship.   

· Instruction:  
· Aaron:  always end with a few songs: communion, confession table, prayer teams, 

· Connection form, after service, coming events, next Sunday.  

· Response:

· Maybe you living for common, allowed yourself to live for less than created for.  

· Maybe you have been more influenced by evil around us in world, than influencer.

· Maybe you have not given God permission, cooperated with God to transform you.  

· CHOICE TODAY :: God, I want to live my life as a worship to you.

· Responding to the high price you paid for me on the cross.

· I realize that I am valuable & created for something significant.

· I TURN back to you today:  present, my whole self, die to me, live for you.

· Invite you to show me any way I have been influenced by evil in world.

· I give you permission to transform me.  I’ll cooperate w/ what you’re doing.  
